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THE PREFACE. 


Lutarch writin2 concerning lives, 
ſaid , That he did but touch upon 
matters of ation , becauſe he wrote 
Lives, and not Hiſtories ; but in 

this Natrative I cannor yoke my pen to that 
ſtrict rule , becauſe Athanaſius his endow- 
ments cannot well be diſcovered but by his 
ations and ſufferings ; nor they conſtdered 
without the concurrence of the aRions of his 
contemporaries, friends and enemies, fellow- 
labourers, and Conteflors , with his Anta- 
gonifts and Perſecutors ; which neceflarily 
draws me many times into a by-path con- 

cerning Arianiſme, to find out 4thanaſins , 
where the negle& of Writers have leit him 
out of mind. 

I ſhall have much occaſion to glance upon 
the Principles of Religion concerning the 

Sacred Trinity, not medling with the par- 

ticular diſputes which would be voluminous; 

A 2 and 


The Preface, © 


and” bring things into queſtion (which bleſ- 
ſed be the Lord). are now out of queſtion, 


but onely noting the points then cont: over- 
ted; whereby will appear the fottiſh igno- 
rance Of natural underſtanding in the My- 
ſtery of the God-nhead; and the Glory of 
Gods grace, inrevealing the ſame , and car- 
rying Athanaſius his Faith and Spirit, and 
perſon, through a raging Sea of temptatien 
and perſecutions , £0 a quiet Haven, not- 


- 
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vvithſtanding his enemies ſtormed upon him | 


evento his grave, 

For the truth of the matter of this Nar- 
rarive , I refer to the credit of the ſeveral 
Auchours quoted thereunto ; but as to the 
order thereof, I conteſſe I relie not much 
upoa any one of them; ſome of whom not 
at all pretending , and none of them attaining 
ento ſuch a method as will give any ſatis- 
faction to an intelligent Reader, Norcan I 
latisfie him or my ſelf in ſome paſſages , yet 
I have done what I can to make the particu- 


lars conſiſt together, by cdmparing circum- 


ſtances in ſeveral relations , with what 1 find 
in the Writings of Athanaſius, Nazianzen, 
and Baſil, who were interreſted in ſome of 
Athanaſius his affairs , and. obſerved more. 
Epiphamins alſo helped me , being himſclf 

contemporat y 
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The Preface. 
contemporary with Athatafius 5 but hving 


' remote, had Þur a dim trehr inro many 
\ things. Bur the Centuries and Barons 


eave me thegreateſt a:d, albeit I ford the 


Hhrter willing enough ro diſtort ſome paſſages, 


to make his Readers believe that the Biſhop 
of Rome 11 the jucgement of Athanaſins was 


| Univerſal Biſhop, And yer Arhanaſery him- 


ſelt a licrle before Pis d: ach writing co the 


' Roman Biſhop , gives him no bigger title 
\ Dilefto Damaſo Epiſcops Magne Rome, tO 


the beloved Damaſus Biſhop of great 
Rome, 

Borh Greeks and Latines Fave left to Po- 
ſterity ſeveral Narratives of Athanaſis bis 


' Life, and Nazianzen an Encomivm of his 


Pe:{on, giving this reaſon for it, Athanaſe- 
um landans, virtutews laudo ; wirtutem lau- 
dazs Deum landabo; whiles he praiſes Atha- 
raſins in T1s excellencies, he praiſes God 
and therefore in preſenting my own Nation 
with the like in its own language (thongh 


| ttus. inſufficient in its compoſure) I do,en- 


deavour to {c1ve the providence of God, 
who it ſeems would have this mans life 
made known ; and to offer a memorial of 
Gods great goodneſs, who fo long ago pro- 
vided Athanaſius to be a mirrour to refle& 
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The Preface. 
the clear light concerning the Bleſſed Tri- 
nity in Unity upon thelſe later ages; and ' 
laſtly to leave a caveat co my dear Coun- 
trey to hold theſe fundamentals concerning 
the Trinity, in conſtant adoration, eſpecially 
in theſe dayes, wherein ungodly rapes are 
ſo ordinarily committed upon them by the 
conceits of ſeeming realon , and thereby 
the Holy Spouſe of Chriſt divided into 
ſmall pieces , and ſcattered through the 


Nations, 


The Contents. 


| Ca7?P; 


I, 


He eſtate of the Roman Empurt 1 the beginnizg 
of the fourth Century, 


the Office of a Deacos. | 
4. Of the Council at Nice, and the baniſhment of Arivs. 

5. Athanaſius z elefted Biſhop of Alexandria. T he firſt cons- 
plaint againſt him before the Emperour Conſtantine. 

6. T he ſecond complaint againſt Athanaſius before the Empe- 
rour , and hy trial at the Council at Tyrus. 

7. Athanaſius his appeal to the Emperour Conſtantine 3 A- 
thanaſius # bamſhed , and Arius 1s accepted, 

$, Conſtantine w:ll ot be per ſwaded to recal Athanaſius: The 
death of Arius, | 

9. The death of Conſtantine : T he Succeſſion of his three Sous 
in the Empire : The returnof Athanaſius to Alexandria, 

Io. The death of Alexander Biſhop of Conſtantinople , axd 
the Succeſſion of the Biſhops there. 

11. TheCongcl at Antioch , where Athanaſius :s baniſhed : 
Hrs eſcape from his exenues : The firft Arian Confeſſion of 
Faith made at Antioch. 

\ T2, Athanaſius 1s acquitted by the Council at Rome : Con- 
tans the Emperour favoureth the Orthodsx Chriſtians. 

I 2, The Council at Sardica * The Schiſme by the Arian Conn- 
611 at Philippopolis. 

14. The ſecond Return of Athanaſius to Alexandria, T he death 
of the Emperour Conftans. 


15. The eſtate of Alexandria at Athanaſius his arrival, 


The 
third 


— 


2. Of Arius and the Ariaw Hereſie in its Ori g12al, 
3. Of Athanaſius his education , and his taking 
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"ThE Tontents. 
third charge againſt him before Conſtantius ; Athanaſius 
his ſecond ſtrange eſcape. 

16. Theemtry of George the Arian Biſhop into Alexandria 
the ſecond time, His crucl perſecutions there, Athanaſius e- 
ſcapes :nto the yyilderueſſe, 1he cAMonhs Profeſs10n, 

T7. 1he Congcil at Millain intended agaraſt Athanaſius , yet 
7 VAIN. WY 

18. The Council at Syrmium againſt Photinns, The Arian 
Confeſs10n there made + whereby both toſs azd Liberius 
are thſnared, 

19. T he Councils at Arminum and Seleucia : T he Arian Con- 
feſs10u of Faith there, The ſchiſme between the Arians and 
Semt- Arians. 

- 20. The Councils at Conſtantinople and at Antioch. Con- 
 Rtantius his death, 

271, Julians Governmest, Athanaſius his retarz to Alexandria, 
The Council there, Athanaſius his miraculows eſcaje, Ju- 
han's death. | 

22, Jovinian's Reign aud death. Athanaſius his return arain 
to Alexandria. Azother Con;cil holden there. 

22. The Government of Valentinian and Valens , both of them 
declare for the Nicene Faith, Divers Conncls im Order 

thereto. 

24. Valens falleth to Arianiſme, Hs perſecution of the Or- 
thodox. The laſt troubles of Athanaſius , and his fourth 
eſcape. 

25. Valentinian his conſtancy to the Niceue Fanth. Ambreſe 
5 made Biſhop of Millain. The Setts of the eAnthropo- 
morphites and Meſſalians. 

26. Athanaſius his laſt retury to Alexandria. His Death. 
His Excomum, The iſſue of Ariauiſme, The deſolation of 
the Eaſtern Churches, 
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[The Lite of | 
ATHANASIUS. 
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HOWE RA 


The State of the Government of the Roman 
Empire in the beginning of the fourth 
Century, 


Efore I bring {rhanaſius upon the Stage , I Set?, 1. 
muſt premiſe ſomewhat concerning the 
Stage itſelf ; 1 mean the condition of af= *' 
fairs of that Age wherein «Athanaſius was 

born , without which , many of the enſuing occur- 

rences will not be cleerly underſtood by every Rea- 

der. The time of Athana/rns his birth was about 

nc bevinning of the fourth Century of years after 

pur Lord Jeſus Chriſts Incarnation ; that Century 

2ing of remirkable obſervation for great Changes 

elating to the Church of God. For although the 

Church had now out-reached the bounds of the Ro- 

nan Empire , and gained the ends of the Exrth, 

ubliſting immediately under the Wings «f the 

B Almighty 


-” om; ron” s {4 = . _—_— bs 


_ . 
_ - As. £ F - ry, 4 
PR" . OT. -— ' . » Sha 4-4." 4 . es " : Y _ 
_—_ _ . balit, the 7 W $a y "oY 1 Which ve ou, I” þ A l p s 
. ” % . , a \ X 2 8 I 4 » bd WY ed © ir . £.,"4 ww 
5 x, ” A p p + © mai ot p 6 FLARE: \ 2 — 
"— = 4 yd % : wed © — - A k, 0 $94 enaa 
a ls x "a. 4 _ n ——Y ww 2 ( ">; 7. ow ©, _ 8 "056 i ls Pe Y »- a £ Ko wa : . 
+ wart» Soy 1D - oor IN gp 10950 3 Ts, noe —« # Kot Wind 3 oy 
_ I” % Ws. 4mm + 4 A "—— mY © l Wn i « * PI "a Y g Mo LORE 5 www . 
- . p © xd. tend 8 g F , vj : ; 0 4 # me, - 4 p » . 
o Y w; PS * _ of * [4 - 
| _ apo o diy dts nr nn eg ST OO 7 nap 
HE ries IS IR $4 ERR F . . | . « 
s _ . % ay : ) a © - *Irv% «I & 2%. te. at _ 
LY p 0 
2 __—_ 5,804 oh u K-- enSug a4 v» —_— 7 wee* *s - 
K © [0 Y 
I , ws; 
» 


2 _ 3 _ &1. ' th. n. 4 54s 5 8 w—_ 
$774 moo . > _ Wow 4 is 
+ IE; + .- Y 


* 
FR y F'y 
l OS oo Banner oo 
- ” YR p 
tb AE Ty. , 
—- —x&df o+ el 
- yh 


. Ee @£AS *. . 


—— 


= Pe PS SON" vm, Anh, 


— . 
—_— eo CH. A apa. Ko 


M4 bt is Ada , 


. 6 LEAR? 


——— — —— _ 
” w_ " «2 " EY 


, "ME i. 
"TY - 


- — y —_ 
a . Js vw mg _—_—— ies _— > ZI ar 
: 24 GY : A 2A 5.00 077 - Re 


The Life of Arhanaſius. 
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Almighty God , andas to all inferiour and civil 


power independant ; yet did it ſpread moſt within 
the bounds of the Empire , where 1t grew in re- 
pute, even to the envy, 1f not terrour, of the 
Emperours themſelves, who endeavoured to keep 
itlow by perſecution , until the time of Conſtantine 
the Great, in whoſe time the Church did meet 
with the firit great change , waich was for the 
better. Wo 

For the Empire had hitherto been governed by 
heathens , who ruled by no Lay , but that in their 
own breſt , which was enmity to Chrills King- 
dome , as appeared 1n tioſe ten famous, or rather 
infamous Perſecurions ; but the Kingdome of Chrilt 
havins within three hundred years, notwithſtand- 
ng all oppolitton , ſpread like Jeaven throughout | 
the Werld ; about the time of Arhazaſins his birth |} 
had gained the day of Heatheriſme , and poſſeſſed 
the Imperial.Crown, in the perſon of Conſtantine 
the Emperovr , ſo as he that formerly by the light 
of Nature, wis bound to employ his power in the 
maintaining of the honour of his oods then owned 
by him, is now much rather by the Law of God 
(the rule of all Civil and Eccleſiaſtical ' power ) 
bound to imploy the ſame in maintaining the tenour 
of the True Living God , and thereby 1s become 
o;eater then the greateſt of tne Caeſars, honoured 
witn all the powers of Government , Military, Ci- 
vil and Eccleſiaſtical, and with that high truſt of 
proteing the Churches in holinefle of Life , and 
purity of Do&rine'and Worſhip , according tothe 
Goſpel , by a divine right that no power on earth 


- Can take away from the Chriftian Magiftrate , nor 


acquit 


ev*» T3 pu (Ly am FT, 3 
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The Life of Athanaſius, "1. 
acquit him of before God. This was one Change 
that theſe times produced in the power of the Ma- 
o1{trate, 

A ſecond change was i the government of the 5,9, ," 
Church , for the watchleſsneſs of profeſlors over © 
their own hearts, ſuffered pride to bud and bring 
forth two evils, no lefle Deviliſh then their Mo- 
ther, For firlt, profeflors affeRing the repute of 
extraordinary infi;ht in miſteries of Divinity, be- 
ein to fancy ſublime dottrinzs, and to be tellers of 
newe,of New Lights ; and others no lefle affe&t- 
in2 curtofity, become their admirers and followers : 
nor was there formerly any power on earth to give * 

a {top to ſuch extravagancies; For excommunication 

was become but.a harmleſlenoiſe in repute of ma- 

ny profeſlors , becauſe the defection was ſo great, 

that excommunication turned not men into the 

ſtate of heathens and publicans , but from a Church 

ſtrait laced , to a Church uzbraced ; and thus He- 

refies flowed in amain in the third Century , more 

then formerly they had done: Which made that 

noly man Bal to mourn exceedingly, and entring 

into a deep ſcrutiny for the Cauſe , could find none 

other then . Propter umnus magm vers & ſolins om- Prom, de 
1112198 rYegn contemptums , the contempt of Chriſts Fudic. De- | 
Kinedome , men chnſing rather contra Donnuns ©. Aſcet, 
1mperare , tobe without rule,then to be under Gods 

Rule. | 

This in continuance bred a ſecond evil noleſle 5,8, 4. 
dangerous for the Church , then the other was 
derogatory to Gods honour , which was a tide of 
Schiſme, For the firſt Churches in tne Primitive 


times after the Apoſtolick Times expured , were - 
B 2 ?overned 
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_ The Life of Athanaſius, 
governed in "their Atomes of Congregations ga- 
thered , not out of other Chriſtian Congregations , 
as noiv-a-dayes , but out of the heathens ; and they 
atthe firlt conſiſted by therule , partly of the writ- 
ten. word , and partly of Apoſtolical Tradition, 
And yet were thoſe not independant, as now the 
gathered Churches are ; but in caſes of difficulty 
they had recourſe to aflociation of Councils , who 
did not onely adviſe, but 1mpoſe upon the Churches, 
and they alſo conſcientiouſly did ſubmit to cenclu- 
fions determined by ſuch Councils, But in after 
ages, when the Canon of the Scripture was com- 
pleated, therule then left was the Scripture , Apo- 
{tolical traditions and concluſions of Councils, aſ- 
ſenibled upon occaftion according to the anctent 
Cuſtome ; unto which the Churches did ill ſub- 


— = o—oee—R—e 


mit , ſo leng as the ſame were according to the 


Word of God. 

But as touching the execution of ſuch concluſions, 
the care was left by the Presbyters to ſome one of 
their number , who had thereby the overſight of 
ſeveral Congregations within one Town or Pre- 
Cin&t , as the Congregations were more or fewer : 
and unto theſe Overſeers about theſe times the title 
of Biſhop was given by way of eminency ; although 
It ſeems to me it was not {trictly obſerved , till the 
Council at Sardica , whereof hereafter. 

This Presbyter thus advanced , was ordinarily 
ſome Paſtor 'in a principal City or Town , from 
whence the Countrey received their firſt inſtruction 
in the profeſſion of Religion ; and therefore the 
Church there might in ſome ſence be filed , The 
Mother Church ; and he beceme ſo far intruſied by 

the 


o 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 

the Paſtors and Congrezations , derived therefrom, 
as to be Allowed to adviſe in ordinary emergencies; 
and in continuance by acceptance amonglt the peo= 
ple , gain: ſuch reſpect as his advice becomes un- 
queſtionable, and at laſt Authoritative, For that 


advice Which to the wiſer ſort , ſuch as the Paſtors 


are, ſeems to be eminent, to the infertour ſort of 
the Congregation will ſoon attain the eſteem of an 
Oracle. 


Such was the government of the Churches in SeF, 77 


thoſe dayes, ſo long as the Grace of God went a- 
long in preſerving unity of the Churches in their 
aſlociations for council ,. which was till about the 
beginning of the fourth Century. For though er- 
rours and herefies were even from the beginning of 
the Primitive Times ; yet they never prevailed to 
maintain a publick Schiſme in or againſt Councils, 
till about the beginning of Cox/tantines Reigne , at 
which time herefies grew ſo boiſterous as to put up 
head againſt Councils, and no means now left to 
vindicate the ſame, it pleaſed God for the main- 
taining of Unity and Purity of the Doctrine of Re- 


ligion , to raiſe up Coxſtantize to own the Orthodox 
Dottrne: Who accordingly endeavoured to give 


a flop to the growth of Herefie .and 'Schiſme, 
though ſometimes in an extraordinary way , Crof- 
ſing the liberties, as well of ſuch as, were truly 
conſcientious , as of ethers that' were but pre- 


tenders thereto ; himſelf profeſling that he won- Soc. Lb, r_ 
dred at the madnefle of the Chriſtians , who here- ©: 4: 
; . ; : Co: ſt. ad 
loſophers , who diſagree in multitudes of particular ath an, &- 
opinions , and yet eſteem one another for their Acian, 


in fall ſhort of the Morality of the Heathen Phi- 


B 3 Learmng, 
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The Lifeof Athanaſius, 


Learning , without breach of Common Charity. 
And Conſtantine began this work well , but in pro- 

greſſe miſtaking the right way to the end (as will 

appear hereafter ) he did not prevail no' further then 


' to give a check to the preſent Schiſme , which ne- 


 vertheleſle afterwards taking more root , kept its 


poſſeſſion in the Churches , and ſtill doth, and 
will continue , ſo long as 1ts original fin of pride 
doth or'can peep forth ; although the zeal and in- 
duſtry of the Civil power may keep 1t very low. 
For as God hath determined that every member of 
the Church ſhall live in a continual war within 
himſelf ; ſo alſo ſhall the Church have Hereſfies and 
Schiſmes , that they which are approved , may be 


made manifeſt, But above all the re(t of the 


Athan. A- 
Poe. , SOC. 
lib.x.cap-3. 
_ Epiſt. As 
tezand. 


Scniſmes arifing within tne Church , wherewith 1t 
hath been tried , two eſpecially have exceeded ; the 
one befalling in the Eaſtern Churches , which was 
that of Arimw , who indeavoured to pull Chriſt 
from his Throne , by denying of his Divine Na- 
ture. The other befel in the Weſt, ] mean that 
of the Papal Supremacy, with its appurtenances, 
The firft was iniquity bare-faced , the ſecond ini- 
quity 1n a Miftery ; the ſecond ias a complement 
of the firſt , and the firſt the fore-runner of the 
ſecond ; and Arms nimſelf therefore by Conſtar- 
tize and by the Orthodox Churches , in his firſt ri- 
fing , 1s called the fore-runner of Antichriſt, 
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of Arius aud the Arian Herefic in its 
' Oriennal, 


Je Arian Doctrine, though in the iffue 5,2 x 


branched into many erreurs , yetall inthe 
main tend-d azainit the Deity of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; ſome of that SeR plainly de- 
ny1ng the ſam2 , others by implication, and being 
of more moderace tem2zr then the reſt, ſeemed to 
make the dirference but ſmall ; and might well be 
reconciied by the change but of one letter of the 
Greck Al»havet , which if taken from the word, 
fivnihes that Chrilt 1s of the ſame eflence with the 


E , 
04495 Tiog 


Father, which the O:thodox did aflert : But if 0140159105 


put into the word , f{ignifies that Chriſt is of liks 


eflence with the Father , which the moderate Art- 
ans did maintain : but the Orthodox would neither 
add one letter to their faich , nor would the Arian 
part with one letter from theirs ; and ſo the diffe- 
rence continued , and nat ſo ſucceſsfully on the 
Arian part , that within the ſpace of one thirty 
years, Fafl com»lained that the whole world was 
turned Arian, "A 

This Herefje had its denomination from Arms ; 
net that the opinions were originally his , for opt- 
ntons of this nature were as ancient as Eb:ox , and 
taken up by others after him ; and they were re- 
ceived by Aris from Artemwas ; and even when 
eArins was but young, that Leaven had gained 
B 4 amoneſlt 
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Life of Athanaſius, 


amongſt many greater men then Arms was ; nor 
did that Sect own the nam2 of Arius till Con- 
ſtantius his time, but more ordinarily are called by 
hiſtorians Exſebians , from Exſebius Bilhop of 
Nrcomedia', who,was their great patron in Co- 
ſtantizes time. Nor were themſelves very conh- 
dent in any of their Doors opinions , and there- 
fore did endeavour to derive their doctrine from 
Antiquity, and wculd have claimed Orzges to be 
their Patron, but Athaxaſins and others decryed that 
conceit, At the firſt peeping forth the Arian do- 
Arine was very odicus to the Churches ; and there- 
fore the ſpeedy growth thereof ſhewed much of d1- 
vine \vrath and judgement. Arlength it is baptiſed 
intothe name of Ar14s; either becauſe he was the 
firſt that founded and gathered Churches upon 
that Principle ; or becauſe he was the principal 
defender of that affertion by diſputes , and there-- 
in oppoſed the famous Council at Nice ; the ſame 
being the firſt general Council , and therefore the 
undertaking more notorious. And thus the fame of 


theſe new or newly revived dodtrines is pinned up-" 


on the fame of eArins, and that , upon his parts 
and education, : 
This eArins was born , as Fpiphamas ſaith , 1n 
Zi1bia , but moſt writers ſay in Alexaudma , the 
chief City in thoſe dayes., of all the Land of Egypt, 
and of principal repute for this , thatthe firlt Chri- 
ſian Church of all thoſe parts was planted there by 
the Evaneeliſt St, CAfark ; Where alſo was a Col- 
ledg or Scneol of great Antiquity and fame for 
humane learning, and in that City Religion bad 
ſo far prevailed , as Eprphamins ſaith , that in oa 
ayes 
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dayes there were ten or more Churches buildedfor xy;,h.n. 
the pure publique worſhip of God, each of whicn ib. 2. 
had one or more Presbyters , who had over-ficht of 797 2. : 
the ſouls of the people. And from that City the **"'/ 63: 
Goſpel had beenſent into ſeveral places of Ezypr, 

Litia , T hebats, Pemapolis and «+ monica , who 

alſo had their ſeveral reſpective Presbyters and 
Biſhops. And that the Churches of Al/exararia 

were under the over-(ight cf Freebyters , among(t 

whom one was had in chick repute , who was cal- 

led iſhop of Alexazdria, who together with the 
Presbyters there, had autnority of government of 

thole C hurches, by Cuſtome. And by like Cuſtome 

the Biſhop had under his Survey the Churches, 
Presbyters , and Biſhops of thoſe places or Countries 
formerly mentioned to be planted by emanation 

from Alexandria. 

And in the beginning of this fourth Century Se&, 4. 

Peter was become Biſhop of eAlexaxaria by ele- 

Ction ; a godly man doubtleſs he was, and of 
blameleſfle life , and zealous for the Goſpel , and 

therein had ſuffered much ; fer he lived in the per- 
ſecuting times of CMaximinns, who together with 
Licimus and other perſecutors , firiving for the 
Empire againſt Conſtantine , grievoully affiifted 

tne Chriſtian Churches in all places where they 
came, and thereby many ſuffered great tortures, apes: 
baniſhments , impriſonments , ard cruel deaths, 'S 6. Ca 
And amongſt others, Meletas Biſhop of Lyro in athan. 
Egypt, a man of that eſteem (as Epiphamus obſer- 0r:t. cont. 
\ veth) that he was in repute chief cf all Thebajs , Arin. 
and was next to the Biſhop of Alexandria : this Pan 


B34 b. 2. 
man was ameneſt others , 1mpriſoned for the pro- 74%. .. 
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fefſion of the Goſpel ; and as ſome others , ſs him- þ 
ſelf, to ſave his skin , became relapſed , and of- 
fered incenſe to tne Heathen Gods; and when the | 
heat of perſecution was paſt, he affated to joyn him- F. 
ſelf in communton with the Alexandrian Churches | 
avain , but Peter the Biſhop did not ſuddenly ad- | 
mit him thereunto : which /Aeletnus took ſo to | 
heart, that himſelf with many more for his ſake, | 
made a ſeparation from the Alexandrian Church ; 
and joyned in'private communion apart by them- | 
ſelves, and from thenceforth (tile themſelves the 
Church of Aartyrs , and the Alexandrian Church 
call themſelves the Catho/1que Church ; and theſe i} 
two parties ſo far diſoivn one another , that they it 
refuſe to yoyn 1n prayer one with other. And thus | 
this Church of Martyrs bring into the Church the | 
firſt j11 prefident of the peoples uſurpiny Judica- | 
ture in the government of the Church , and power 
to determine matters Concerning the ſame. And 
alſo are the firſt example of a ſeparation or ſchiſme 
meerly upon that point of Church government, | 
without any difference at all in any point of De- 


ſchiſm2 they grew into enmity, and joyn with the | 
neathens in raiſing perſecution againſt the Alexan- 
driat) Churches, wherein Petey the good Biſhop of 
Alexaxdria ied honourably a Martyr, «Separation 
** not well grounded on pure Love to tne Truth,will | 
*endin hatred and perſecution of the ſame, 1f not 
© timely prevented. 

This Schiſme of the Meletian Church of Mar- 
tyrs thus begun , continued about fix and thirty 


years, and mingling with the Arians, became faſt 
friends 
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Ifriends tothem.,, and at length wholly Arian, For 
8 Arius had been now born in Alexandria, and was 
educated at School at Antioch , where he attained ,, 
a competency of humane learning , and having a } 
8 natural readineſle of wit and languages, grew into 
fame for Philoſophical diſputes ; and then (tudied 
| Divinity , rather to ſerve his repute , then to ſave 
E his ſoul, and therefore ever made that to Hoop to 


his reaſon , and beth it and thatto advance his 


| fame, After that he was thus furniſhed , he re- 


turns to Alexandria, and there behaved himſelf 


IL 


Ticeph, 


10.8.Cap.g 


ſo well, as Peter the Biſhop of Alexandria had ' 


y mace him one of _ his Deacons ; but he being ac- 

# quainted With ſome of Ade/etus his dilciples , ſeem- 
8 edſo much to pity their ſeparation , that he falls 
q into diſhke of the Biſhops auſterity ; and under 


that pretence ſeparates himſelf alſo, and becomes 
a member of © MHeletus his Church , and ſo conti- 
nued till Peters Martyrdome, After whom Achillas 


| being elefed Biſhop of Alexandria , Ar:ns returns 


and makes application to the Church of 4lexay- 
dria, and was reſtored inro communion with them 


Thecd. 
lib.1. cap. 
I's 2: 
SOZCMN. To 
li. 1, Cape 
14 


again, and ſo continued, till he became one of the 


Presbyters there , and ſo continued there till C,4- 
chillas died, And eAlexander being elected Biſhep 
of Alexandria in his ſtead, there appeared ſome 
Marks of competitorſhip in” Ars, who failing of 
his expeRation , became diſcontented, and grew 
ſick of the itch of diſputing ſome principles of Re- 
Iigion , which. commonly he undertook m the con- 
courſe of people ; according as by Nazianzen is 
obſerved of Hereticks, CMyſiicas queſtiones ſpe- 
ttante valgotrrattant , they debate hard points in the 

prelence 
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12 The Life of Athanaſius, 
preſence of the vulgar , well knowing that they un- 
derſtand little beyond common ſenſe; lefle beyond | 
common reaſon , and leaſt of all in the deep Miſte- 'F 
ries of Religion ; and ſo are the Heretick diſputers 
in a manner ſure of the vote of the people before 
hand ; eſpecially in the principles concerning the | 

: Holy Irinity , wherein Ari had not onely the i 19- | 
norance of the times to favour him , but the corru- 

! ption of nature , and the Devil and all to help a- 

I | oainſt the true underſtanding of tnem. And there- 

fore its the leſs wonder if Arizs had ſoon oained 
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[f Epiph*n. {even hundred women , who adored virginity in 4 
F 25.2. profeſſion of holineſs , befides ſeven Presbyters 
| ia 6, and twelve Deacons , to be of his Se&, before 


" that Alexander the Biſhop did take any notice 
thereof. Arlength 1elerns finding ſome of his own 
Church tainted with theſe new epinions , and that 

Ariz was the Seeds-man , he diſcovered him to 
eAlexaider, who thereupon endeavoured to ſettle 

n the minds of men by preaching the truth, and 

( thereby to obviate the further ſpreading of theſe 

4 errours Arms cannot endure this , he tells the 

people that their Biſhop do'h maintain the Do- 

of &rine of Sabellins ( although it was notoriouſly 

{4 known to be a calumny) and openly appears in op- 

JV poſition to the Biſhop : So as noiv he ſees itneceſ= | 

Fi ] 2s to call a Council Provincial ; that 1s of ſuch as 

| + were joyned with the Alexindrian Churches As 

| L w2ll t2 juſtthe himſelf and his DoRrine a0ain(? the 

þ afperfion 15 of Arins, as to determine concerning 

" | Arins him(elf, 

Sef, 6. This was the'way indeed had it been well pur- 

I ſued , but in the manageing of this Council , 

i T1 Alexander 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
Alexander who had the DireRory , to avoid ſuſpi- 


tion of partiality , carried himſelf ſo calinelys;} as 
the Arian party Were rather emboldened theh diſ- 


| couraged, For although the Council determined 


avainlt the Arian tenets, and inhibited Arins from- 
further publiſhing ſuch rotten principles ,, yet 
when they were to ſubſcribe their concluſions , eA- 


| 7145 and about ten others refuſe to adjoyn their Sub- 


ſcriptions , of which number five were Presbyters, 
and five were Deacons. Many of the people ne- 
verthelefle adhered to them principally for the ſake 
of Arizs, andnot out of any depth of underſtand- 
ing that they had 1n hisprinciples. For Ariz was 

a perſon of a goodly flature, ſerious aſpect , plauſi- 
ble carriage , winning behaviour , ſmooth and flat- 
tering language, aroumen ts ſufficient tolead about 


unſtable ſouls , eſpecially ſuch as women ordinarily 


are; and had eArias his life been as holy , and his 
carriage more humble , he might alſo have led after 
him others that were better principled, But he was 
vehemently ſuſpetted for uncleanneſle, and there- 
of taxed even by Conſtantine himſelf upon occaſion of 
his ordinary ſociety with women,whom he called his 
Virgins, and of his wanton bock which he called his 

Thalia, and which was condemned by the Council 
at Nice, and burnt by Ce»/tautizes command, A- , 
T1HS thus refuſing to ſubſcribe the determinatians of 
the Alexandrian Council , 1s together with his 
Compltices ejected from their ſeveral places, and 
from Communion with the Church ; yet are they 
no whit diſcouraged thereby , but rather encoura- 
ged: for now they are locked upon as Martyrs, per- 
ſecuted Miniſters 5 ſuftercrs for conſcience ;* by 
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many pitted , by mere the more honoured ; the 


people fAock after WL”) » admire him , viſifia | 
 tuch as are not of his opinion, as dult and unlear- 


ned , andat lengta fell into cumults and publique 
outrages , not ſparing th2 Emperours own [tation ; 
and thus are they a Corde/rum tn Chrittians, a ſport 


tothe heathens , and a deriſion and ſcorn ! in the pub- | 


[que Theaters. 

The proceedings of this Countit at yo me pes 
became famous , land «Alexander the Bifhop , 
avoid falſe repreſentations , by Letters to Seal 


Churches, makes relation of tne particulars , waica | 
Letters according to the opinions of men, are di- 
verſly cenſured : And it being obſerved that the: 


Arian party. nevertheleſle Rill gained , partly by 
their own influence, but more through the 19no- 
rance of teachers not well grounded in ſuco Mt- 
ſteries, Alexander the Bithop orcered tha! no 


Presbyter in »flexaxudria ſhatl preach , but ſuch Þ 
as ſhall be ſpecially licenced thereunto. eArms | 


ſeeing the winde thus againft him, turns head and 
oets Into Paleſtina ; where he meets with more 
calm weather, and there he oains liberty t5 ca- 
ther Congregations, and (o Pr reach, as he and his 
party had elſewhere done : Nevertheleſſe tney tell 
him that he muſt ſubmit ty - Alexander the Alex- 
andrian Biſhop, and gain Communion with him 
and this ſhewed the Cnurches were under a rule 
beyond which they would not go , zlthoueh in 
Compaition to Arms, they went too far, Yet 15 
not Arizs ſatisfied with his liberty upon ſuch 
terms , he repairs to Nicomedia , to Biſhop Enſe- 


bias , who had bin his acquaintance at/ School at 
| nrteth 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 

Antioch , and relateth to him how he was dealt 
with at 4 leandria. Euſebins ſhews him favour, 
and ©0es tO the  Emperour C onſt antixe then at 1Vi- 
comedia, and acquainted him with the proceedings 
of the Council at Alexandria in the worſt manner 
that he could ; as if 1t were a ruled caſe, that the 
Civil Magiltrate becoming once Chriſtian , had 
authority in the Councils of the Church, The 
Emperour hearkens to Enſebins, and thenceforth 
Enſebias_ grows into repute of a Favourite and 
a Councellor to the Emperor in Church Matters ; 

and in all ſuch caſes men flock to him as to their 
Mediatory Ancel ; and being thus lifted up, he 


thinks his word may prevail with «{/exazder the 


Alexanarian Biſhop , More then eAlexanders relt- 
e10n ; and therefore he writes tomm , and adviſes 
him to paſſe by the matter concerning 47:#5, and 
to re-acmit Inm and his party wnto Church Com- 
munton 22ain ; but unto other Churches he writes 
to ſtir them up to with-ſtand the proceedinys of the 
Alexandrian Church, And amaonelt others he writes 
to the Meletians, which he might well have ſpa- 
red, for- they were more forward therein/then 
himſelE, Hereby the SeQarian party grew 'more 
Rrong , butnot one zota more holy , for they pro- 
ceeded upon the principle of fation and not of 
con{cience. 

Now. begins the glory of Couftantines Chriſtian 
government to wane , and fall ſhort of expectatt- 
on , by theriſines cloudzef” errour 3; he ſees it, and 
it ve cork him at the heart. Silzeſter alſo Bulhopet 
Rome (to whom alſo the Emperour did give ear for 
his advice in affairs of the Chnrch) is no lefſ - 
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The Life of Athanaſun 
flicted at the news hereof; and by his advice a ge- 
neral Council is called at 2 /exadria , \wheteunto 
he ſends Hoſſins Biſhop .of Corduba in Sparn , 


— 


« - 
* 


with his Letters. This Biſhop took, his journey by 


Conftantinople , and finding the Emperour at Nico« 
media, 1s received by him courteouſly , and fur- 
nithed with the !mperial Letters Authoritative , to 
the Council at Alexazadria , beſides other Letters, 
amongl{t which was one Written to A/exanaer the 
Brſhop and ,i7:#s to this purpoſe , telling them , 
<« That He took notice of their difference , that the 
* matters were milterious , not ealie to be explat- 
* ned to the people, much lzfle to be underſtood 
«by them. That their Faith was one and the 
« fame: That their differences were parve levicu- 
* [2 exigue , {mall petty trifles : That their que- 
**ftton was a fooliſh queſtion : That the peace of 
*the people ought to prevail with them, 1f not 
*rotlink theſame, yet to abſtain from publicue 
**conteſts ; That otherwiſe it would make his 
*© Reigne troubleſome , and his life irkſome. That 
* he was. coming to them, but was adviſed and 
C£< told that he could never endure to ſee, what 1s 
* fo grievous to him to hear, He prayes them to 
*©ttudy peace and unity , and forbear further ſtrifes, 
*© that he may have cauſe of joy in his meeting 
« with them. And thus the Emperour acted th2 


- patteither of a young Chriſtian , that kneiy not the 


value of the Miſtery of th2 Holy Trinity ; or of tis 
favorite Exſebins, by whoſe ſpeRacles he looked 
upon the affaires of .the Eaſtern Churches ; or of 
a politick Emperonur , that for maintaining , of 


peace would adventure his pen to declare that 
wWhLGh 
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Y could ought prevail , but Hoſſius returns without 
* ſuccelle in that matter, . 
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which was contrary to What his mind did conceal, 
Bur all is one, though Hoſſirs be thus inſtructed 
and armed ; though himſelf be a holy, learned and 
®rave man ; though ſo highly eſteemed of , as to 
be a Moderator 1n that Council at Alexandria ; yet 
could he not efte& the great work that he came for. 
Certain matters concerning 1ſchyras and Coluthws than: 
were determined, Col/uthxs having ated as a Bi- hea No 
ſhop, and was none , 15 reduced into the degree of Pans s > 
a Presbyter ; and 1ſchyxras bearing himſelf in the * © 
office of a Presbyter , 1s declared a lay perſon, But 
as touching the difference between eAlexander and 
Aritus , the latter was proud, the ether ſtout ; ſo as 
neither 5y/vefter Biſhop of Kome', nor Conſtantine 
the Emperour , nor Hoſſtus his wiſdome and zeal 
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of Athanaſius his education and his taking 
the Office of a Deacon, 


Hus is the Scene fittedfor Athanaſius to en- $44, x. 
ter upon , and to act his part as on a trou- 
bleſome Sea , wherein the form 1s but in 
its riſing through the vapouring tenets of 
Arins now blown abroad ; about which time Atha- 
naſius was now born at Alexararia alſo. For the 
Hiſtorians agree that he was a boy when Alexander 


was Biſhop of Alexazdria, His firt appearing » 
1 ne 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


the World they ſay was in this manner, It was 4 
cuſtome obſerved by tne Catholique Church of A- 
[exandria, to hold a yearly Solemnity of feaſting and 


 thanksgiving unto God upon that day of the Moneth 


that their Biſhop Peter (uftered Martyrdome , and 
upon tat occaſion aflembled themſelves in the 
publick Church at eMlexandria ; and that + /ex- 
ander now Biſhop of eAlexandria, did on that day 
carry on the work of the publick worſhip of God, 
by prayer and preaching of the Word of God, 
which. work being ore in the publick , 
they repaired co their ſever al places of mutual ſo- 
{ice one with another ; and that Alexander the Bi- 
ſhop | being alſo come to the place where he was to 
dine with the Elders and the chief men , and ftay- 
ing hq, time till the company were come toge- 
ther , he chanced to look out at the window to 
wards the Sea ſide , and ſaw a company of boys 
playing together upon the Shore , who it ſeems had 
been at the publick Congrevation , and had obſer- 
2d the Biſhops manner of Baptiſino , and were 
nov in a ſporting 1mitation of the Biſhop in thoſe 
Ceremonies. The Biſhop at the firſt obſerving nc- 
thing but what was innocent ſport and paſtime , 
ſmiled thereat ; but when he ſaw them intent upon 


a work that ſeemed like that of Baptiſme, he cal- 


ied ſome of the Elders to the: window , pointed 
them to the boys in their paſtime, and defired the 
o6ys ſhould: be ſent for_;/who being come , ne 
asked them what they had been doing at the Sea- 
fide, The boys at the firſt being abaſhed, were fi- 
lent, till being further urged by the Biſhop , they 
anſyered, that Athanaſiny "there Preſent was chief 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 

amoneſt 'them at the game, and that he had bap- 
tized ſome of them , who had not formetly been 
initiated, and that he had made others of thEm 
Presbyters , and others Deacons, to attend upon 
him in that ſervice. Alexazxder further asked the m, 
what the Biſhop of that play asked*any of rhem, or 
did ? and they anſwered that he had asked of them 
certain queitions, which together with their an- 
ſvers they told the Biſhop ; and that e Arhanaſtus 
did give them further inſtra&ions , how they ſhould 
behave themſelves for the future , and ſo told the 
Biſhop the whole matter, A/exaxdey finding that 
the boys had proceeded fo exactly in what was done 
as touching the manner of the work , concluded 
with the Presbyters, that the parties ſo baptiſed 
ought not to be re-baptiſed , but what they thought 
further neceflary to be done herein eAlexander the 
Biſhop did perform : and then ne ſent for the pa- 
rents of Athanaſies, and of other the children that 
were actors herein, and charged them to educate 
their children , and fit them for the calling of a 
Miniſter : and more eſpecially he charged eAtha- 
naſircs his Parents to bring him up in learning , and 
tobring nim from time to time to the Biſhop , that 
he might ſee to his proficiency ; which was done ac- 


gt 


| cordingly, Baronus Conceiveth Athanaſins to be Baron. 4n: 
= now about twelve years old ; and the Hiſtortans far- 311, nun, 


ther ſay , that Athanaſizs exceedingly profited in 53: 


learning, and was well grounded in Grammar and 
Philoſophy , and (as Baromws obſeryeth out of Se- 
very) he Was educated in the knowledee of the 
Law ; yet theſe kinds of learning he took up as.it 
were by the way , and in ſubſerviency to his main 

CG 2 end, 
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20 The Life of Athanaſius, 


Nazian 0d, which was the (tudy of Divinity ; in order 

Encom, MWhereunto he had ſuch teachers as were holy men, 

Theod. lib, and approved by luftering for the truth even to 

x.cp.8. Martyrdome. But in the {tudy of Divinity he was 
ſo induttricus , eſpecially 1n reading of the Bible, 
that he had the Books both of the New and Old 
Teſtaments in memory without book. 


Seft. 2, Alexander finding - thana/ us his parts and en- 


Nazian., dowments,takes hitn into his own family, and made 

E:cm. him his Amarzenſss ; and ſo Athanaſius growing up 

_ > * to cxcellency of wiidoime, learning, and piety , be- 

mn” e118 to be had in great reputation of all men , yea 

even of Alcxaxder hirnſelf , who diſdained not to 

- become upon occaſion Amaxmenſis to Athanaſias , 

and made him one of the Deacons of Alexan- 

I 

St, 2. This conjunction between Alexander and Atha- 

aaſins engaged Athanaſius into one adventure with 

Alexander againſt the Arians ; who now were 

grown into that height in tne Empire, that the 

Emperout found 1t not ſafe to enter the lifts againſt 

it, being almoſt tired with fourteen years war a- 

oainſt his heathen antagoniſis for the Empire : du- 

ring which time this herefie had gained ſuch a 

foundation, thatthough the Emperour might think 

_- himſelf ſifficientto deal with the perſons of A/e- 

9c. 9.1. xaxder and Arius, yet the people now heated with 

<5: thedifferences concerning theſe opinions , and that 
OZOM. > | A 

lib. 1.cap, concerning Eafter-Day (although as yet they held 

Is; communion together) have now gotten the ball on 

their foot and reſolve to carry the ſame , ſome upon 

grounds of judgment or pinion , others out of fa- 

Ron : ſoas now no covtle is left but to endeavour 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


to ſettle the minds of men by'way of a general 
Council of the Churches throughont the whole 
Empire. For as by the conviction cf teachers, the 
errors of the learners will ſoon pine away ; ſo the 
Joynt concluſions of many of ſuch teachers afſem- 
bled in Council , will Coon put to-naught the private 
opinions of ſeveral ſingle perſons ; becauſe every 
one ſingle wiſe man will think the concluſions of 
many ſuch. joyned in Council , more wiſely de- 
termined then he alone can do his oivn private 
opinion. | 
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The Council of Nice and the baniſhment 


of Arius, 


Ut the Devil and pride was more predomi- 
nant then reaſon 1n this caſe, as the event 
ſhewed. For Conſfantine the Emperour , 
though he knew 1t would coft him vaſt ex- 
pences , yet not regarding that , he did call a 
Council of all the Churches, and appointed the 
ſzme to be holden at Nrce aC ity of Bithiaia , unto 
which place aſſembled all the Biſhops of the Em- 
pire , Who had no reafonable* cauſe of abſenting 
themſelves , beſides the Presbyters and other lear- 


ned men. The number of the Biſhops were three 


hundred and eighteen , unto all of whom the Em- Eufeb.7/;e. 
perour gave entertainfnent at his own Coſt ; and un- Conſt.cap. 


SET 1 ; 


to this Council , by ſpecial meſſage Arias is in- 47: 
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22 The Life of Athanaſius, þ 
joyned to come. This entertainment was much for |! 
the Emperours honour , being of ſo many and for || 
ſo long atime , for ſome Writers report that the 
Council laſted three years , others lefle , but duubt- 
lefle itdid hold for along time. And it was much 
more for the honour of the Emperor and the Coun- 
cil , that there were ſo many holy men amongſt 
them, moſt or many of whom carried about them 

. the marks c> their Religion , {cars .and mutilation 
of m:mbers and diſmembrings, Trophies'of their Þ 
Profeſſion ;. every one of which carried efficacy | 
with their determinations , and brought honour to | 
their perſons even 1n the eyes of the Emperor him- 
ſelf when he beheld them in their Aſſembly, 

<7 > The Emperor at the firſt entry upon their work, | 

Sc (th. 1, Made a ſhort- Speech, teſtifying his thankfulneſſe to |} 

:p.c6, God for his victory over all his enemies, and for 

Enſc>.//it. the publick peace of his Empire , and for the joyful 

en ſicht of them in their meeting ; and exhorting them 

2 to preſerve peace and unity in the Church of God, 
and purity of Doctrine, and holinefle of life : And 
eſpecially he commendeth two things in paTticu- 
lar to their care ; One for eſtabliſhing one practice 
of the Church in the obſervation of the Feaſt of 

Euſeb. /.t. Eaſter, upon one certain day. The other concerned 

Conft. 27. the Arian doctrine. The firſt of which the Council | 

16,1715: happily determined; and the ſame was confirmed by | 

the-Emperours edi&t, although the acts of the Coun- | 
ci] now publiſhed, make little mention thereof, But 
the ſecond, concerning Arian doctrine, required 

{0 much diſpute : For eArim appeared in the mainte- 

Fa nance of his opinions: And elexander the Alexan- 

{58 drian Biſhop principally oppoſed him , and my 

1m 
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produced again(t him aivers of his blaſphcmovs aſ- 
fertions which he had uttered at the Council at 
ef lexandria ; which alſo are mentioned by Athaza- 
fins, The moſt general whereof , comprehending 


him eAthanaſius then his Deacon : Ana they 


others are as followeth, 


T hat God was not alwayes the Father, That the 
Son was not alwayes the Son. T hat the Sou was made 


b God of zothing. That he was made God b 'y partt- 


c1pation of the Letty, That He u not the Natnral 


Son of God ,, but his Sonu by Grace, That God fare- 
knowing hu Son to be good, gave Him that Glory 
which the Son afterward merited, That the Son ts 
nat properly that wiſdom or word, 1a which God 


_ created the-wWorld : but there is another tYord and wiſ- 


dom, in which He made the Sou, aud anther proper 
wiſdom or word 1 which God created the Wor'd, That 
Chriſt 15 not the power of G2d, otherwiſe then as worms 
are ſaid ſo to be. That the Father cannot be known per- 


fettly by the Son. T bat the Son doth xot perfettly know 


his own eſſexce. That God made not us for Chriſt, bat 


Chrift for us,That the Holy Ghoſt 15 a creature made © 


and removes from place to place. That the Subſtances 
of the Father, Sou, aud Ho! y Ghoſt, are 1ncommuni- 
cable each ro other. That the Trimty ts not equal oxe 
with another tn ma, «ji y and glory , but axteinfinite!y 
exceeds the other. 
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Some of theſe the Council of Nice obſerved out Sef, z, 


of eAriws his book called Thalia, upon we reading 
thereof at the Council. Yet it may be qbferved that - 
eArins waved his opinion concerning the Holy 


Ghoſt, becauſe the Nicexe Council in the Confeſh- 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
on of their Faith, as it was firſt publiſhed , ſo far 
as appeareth , did not enlarge their ſence concerning 
it; and beſides, we find not that the molt rigid 
Arians did aflert the ſame, but rather oppole them 
when as afterward the Macedonians took them 


4 _ 
Avaldt adeSte. cas. .- 


up. Upon theſe points therefore, that principally * 


concerned the Second Perſon , was the principal 
debate and as touching them e Athanaſius was in- 
gaged againſt eArizs in a ſolemn diſputation , 
which 1s publiſhed in Athanaſius his Works; 
wherewith I ſhall not meddle further then to ſet 
down the points in controverſie, as I find them ſet 
down by Athazaſins : wherein firlt Athanaſius deli- 
vers to e712 his own judgment in nature of a for- 
mal confetlion of his faith in theſe words : 


I believe in Ont God the Father Almighty, God 
alwayes Father ; and in God the ward , the Onel 7 
begotten Son of God ; aud that He doth coexiſt with 
the Father ; and1s .of the ſame Subſtance of the Fa- 


ther ; ard 1s equal to the Father as touching Hrs 


Deity ; that He 1s alwayes preſent with the Pa- 
ther 11 all places : and contains all things in Hu 


Eſſence, ard #4 contained of none, as alſo God Hts 
Father is, And T1 believe ty the Hol b Spirit , that 
He i of the Subſtance of the Father , and coeter- 
»al with the Father aud the Son ; and 1 affirm the 
Word was inthe Fieſh, 


This Athanafias Wrote in oppoſition tothe Ari- 
an Doctrine, and to offer to Ariz occaſion of de- 
claring his full faith in writing, as to each par- 
ticular, which he did accordingly in manner fol- 
lowing, I believe 
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T he Life of Athanafius, 


T believe in God Eternal , aud in his Sen , whom 
before all ages He as God created , and made Him 
Hu Son; and what ſoever thiss s the Son k:th: thoſe 
when He had them ot , He received c; Goa , aud 
therefore He 15 not equal to the Father , nor of the 


ſame dignity , but remaireth a creature , and is in- 
feriour tothe Glory of God, and inferiour io 114, as 


touching the Power of God; 1 believe 11 the Holy 
Ghoſt begotten of the Son, py 


' Tt ſhall not trouble me whether this Diſputation 
was in the preſence of the publick Council , or a- 
part ; for tie more rigid ſort of Arjans from time 
to time did aflert the ſme things with Arizs, and 
therefore there is the leflc queſtion in the reality of 
Arims his tenets ; and that the particulars were de- 
bated at the Council may appear by the reſult ſo 


particularly oppofite to the Arian opinions : Por : 


the Council agreed upon a colle&ion of their con- 
cluſion into one Summary , in the nature of the 
confeſſion of their faith ; which: alſo was done b 
H ofſins Biſhop of Cordaba , and publiſhed as a Di- 
reory to the Doctrine of the Churches for future 
times. The ſame according to Socrates, and with 
ſome tranſpoſition of words, not varying ſenſe , is 
publiſhed by Baſ#/ 1n this manner, 


we believe in one God the Father Almighty, Crea- 
tor of all things wiſible and tnuiſible ; and in one 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt Begotten of the Father, Oxely 
begotten ; that ws to ſay of the Subſtance of the Fa- 
ther ; God of God , Light of Light » Very God of 


very 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
very God , Begotten, not made; Conſubſtantial to the 
Father , by whons all things are made both tu the 
Heawen and in the Earth, Who for us mtn, and aur 
Salvation deſceaded , ts incarnate, is made man, 
ſuffered , aroſe again the third day, Aſcended into 
Heaven , ſhall come to judge the Living and the 
Dead, And inthe Holy Ghoſt, 


T hoſe therefore that. ſhall affirm that time was 
when He was wot , before He was begotten ; Or that 
He did come from Nothing ; Or that He ts begot- 
ten of other Eſſence then of the Fathers Subſtance; 
Or that the Son of God 15 created , Or that He may 
be altered or changed, Unto all ſuch the Church de- 


n181ceth the Anathema. 


Then the Council proceeded 2gain|t ſuch as had 
been criminous ; and deprived CM/eleins from all 


39,1, af. Epiſcopal Authority and power , yet left to him the 


22. 
Soc. liv. 1 


Cap, 6, 


$0Z9M.-. 


lb.z. cap. norance , and therefore did not continue or con- 


20. 


| Nameand Title of Biſhop, and permitted him ts 
continue (Hill in his City at Lyco, Por though the 


Meletians made a matter of fat , and male admi- 
nitration in government a Cauſe ſufficient to ground 
their ſeparation upon ; yetthe Nicene Council de- 
termined it to be pertinax mſcitia, a willful 1g- 


firm that ſeparation ; but taking away the Authori- 
ty of Melets and his Presbyters , until confirmed 
again by tne Alexandrian Churches, the people 


are enjoyned tocommunicare with the Alexandri- 


ans, which they did accordingly. But as touching 
Aris , they did actually excommunicate and ba- 
aiſh hm. 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 

They further proceeded to determine matters 
concerning the government of the Church, by 
confirming the government by Provincial Coun- 
cils, under the Paſtors of the Mother Churches 
Biſhops , Presbyters and Deacons ; each of them 
to enjoy the ſame powers which Cuſtomary petmiſ- 
ſion of the Churches had formerly allowed to them, 
Nothing can I find that de ova was granted to 
them ; but rather ſuch power which by corruption 
was encroached , was thereby regulated and reſtrat- 
ned. And thus for the future there ſeems hereby a 
door ſhut and barred againſt Schiſme and Herehe, ſo 
long as Provincial Councils and their members are 
true to themſelves or to the Church of God, and 
the Chriſtian Magiſtrate will be Chriſtian indeed, 


to execute tne Lay as he ought to do. 


> A————_—_ 7. ——_— 
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. O . . 
For before the Conncil at Nice , the prudential Set, 8, 


zoreement of Churches and Councils, in Aflocia- 
tions , or apart by themſelves , bound no further 
then ingenuity or conſcience did lead any party or 
perſon, and under no worſe penalty then Separa- 
tion, or if you will Excommunication , from this 
or that Church , which ſome might account a pri- 
viledg in thoſe days as well as now ; and what was 
the fruit of all > but SeRs, Schiſmes, Herefies, 
and the Spirits of Profeſſors never ſatisfied , but 


oil linzring, as now a-days after ney opinions and 


liberty from being under*- Church Government , 
which they call, Liberty of conſciexce, This ſore 
the Nicene Council well eyed, and ſeeing no other 
way in humane opinion to prevent the worſt ; found 
itneceflary to bind the Government of the Church 
under the Law of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate ; and 

therefore 
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The Life of Kean 1us, 


therefore having fintihed their concluſions, tendred 
them to bz contirm=d by the Seal of che Imperial 
pow2r, by which they hid all:mbled themſelves, 
and under othzr penalties beſide; that of ſeparation, 
And nhzreby the Chriſtian Magiſtrates power be- 
come3 incorporate into the Sovzrnment of the 
Church in all caſes where the Lay of God deter- 
mines not otherwiſe, to enforce the determinations 
of the Church , as by the Law the Magiſtrate is 
enabled to do. And therefore if any Congregation 


\ will independ, or be atliberty from the | power of 
the Chriin Magiſtrate, in ſuch caſes they do not 


only ontlaiv themſelves, but upon their own prin- 
Ciple allow every one of their fellow members to 
confilt with them, in no other manner then they 
did in the Churches before Conſtantines Converſion, 
under a liberty to ſeparate to any ſchiſm or error, as 
they ſhall pleaſe ; and as 1t were thruſt out the 
Chriltian Moiſt ate from abiding in the 1nheritance- 
of the Lord, Zang leave him to ſerve other Gods, as 
Conſtantine did b2fore his Converſion ; waich thing 

no Church or Congregation of Chriſtians, though 
never ſo ſcaiſmatical, ever did, althauch they held 

their principles of ſeparation in as high account as 
aty in theſe dayes can pretend unto ; ” until of later 
times the Anabaptiſts in Germany brought that 
principle into the Church, But Rebeking further, 

dioreſſion herein, I ſhall proceed wich the Cabje& 

in hand. 

The determinations of the Nicene Council being 
thus concluded, the Biſhops and members are cal- 
led to ſabſcribethe ſam ; and amonelt the reſt, ſe- 
venteen of them are obſeryed to decline. their ſub- 

ſcription, 
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The Life of Athanaſius, | 
ſcription , being ſomewhat inſnared in the Arian 
Frinciples : and the concluſions of the Council at- 


| teſted are preſented to the Emperors conſideration ; 


who highly applauding the ſame, declared that all 
ſuch as had refuſed to ſubſcribe thereto, ſhould be 
forthwith baniſhed ; whereupon eleven of thoſe 
ſeventeen who were diflenters do now ſubmit, and 
do ſubſcribe the ſame ; though ſome were more 
willing then others, And thus are the Church de- 
crees now backed, not only with the penalty of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical, but alſo with civil excommunication, 
which was accompanied alſo with loſs of habitation 
and perſonal eftate. But nothing will prevail with 
Aris, nor with five others , amongſt which were 
Euſebins Biſhop of Nicomeaia, T heogents Biſhop 
of Nice, Eazoms a Deacon of Alexaradria, who 
had been formerly excommunicated by the Synod 
at eAlexandria, and others are made Biſhops in 
their ſteads, Nevertheleſs it was not long ere ſome 
expedient was found for Ar: his ſtay, or ſpeedy 
return from bamiſhment ; for he 1s found acquitted 
from baniſhment before Exſebins and Theocens ; 
but how, or upon what occaſion Writers do not 
mention, yet 1t ſeems he was reſirained from re- 
turning to eAlexandria. For they that mention 
his return thither, make it to be about the laſt year 
of Conſtantines Empire, which was about ten years 
after Aria his baniſhment. And that this favcur 
was ſh2wed to Arms, is evident from the ſuppli- 
cation that Exſeb#s and Theogms made tothe Em- 
perour ; for therein they take notice of the favour 
done to Aris, who 1s the principal in the matter 
ſentenced by the Emperour and the Nicene 1g 
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30. - The Life of Athanaſius, 


cil ; and therefore they beſeech the Emperors le- 

nity as to themſelves alſo, It may ſeem alſo that 

Arne had gained that favour by retrattation of his 

S5c. !ih, 1, Errours: For both Exſebis and 7 heogms made their 

£4.20 retratations alſo , which they preſented to the Em- 

 perox , and the Biſhops, wherein they do declare , 

That they do conſent ts the Con'eſſion of the Faith , 

agreed upon by the Nicent Contncil , and de promiſe 

that they will ſtudy the peace of the Chirch ; and 

further more the y ſhew the cauſe of their refuſal to 

ſubſcribe the Confeſſion , was not that they did d:ſa- 

gree from the ſame faith with the Conntil , but þe- 

cauſe they could ot conſent ts the ſentence againſt 

Arius , who had in prrvate conference with them 

declared that his judgement was other then what 
was apprehended by the Council. ind therefore the 

pray to be admitted to ſubſcrib: their conſent to if 

Confeſſion of Faith, as it was apreed by the Council ; 

T hough not ſo much (ſaidthey) to avoid the penalty 

of baniſhment , as that they might not lie under the 

heavy burthen of being reputed Hereticks , being 


'f i. nevertheleſſe willing to ſubmit ts the determination 


"of the Council, And they the rather beſeech this , be- 
oo. cauſe the Emperour and Biſhops had permitted him 


who was deemed by them the principal offeuder , to 
return and have conrteons entertainment with 

them. 
05+; And this retractation thus preſented, could not 
* belong after the Council at Nite, becauſe thzſe 
Retracors are admitted to return , and are ſent 
home, reſtored to their Churches , and others re- 
| moved, who had been placed in their ſtead ; and 
{ which is yet more ſtrange, are admitted into favour 
+ þ | | | Witt 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


! with the Emperor , and were the ring-leaders in all 
! the troubles which e Athana/ins endured from his 


firſt entrance into his Epiſcopal See at Alexandrya, 
which was within half a year after the Council at 
Nice , and Wherein Athanaſius continued all the 
time of Conſtantines government afterward , as by 
the ſequel will appear. So as though the Council 
at Nice ended with the rout of Aru and his par- 
ty , and renown of Alexander and Athanaſius (who 
15 now become eminent amongſt all the Churches) 


| .yet Arins and his followers are rallied again 


by diſſimulation : For who ever he be that will 
make a Schiſme , axd not upox a cleer truth, 
will believe or not believe , according to the turn 
of times. 

Nevertheleſle this alated not the ſpirit of 4rms, 
Euſebius and Theogms ; for they with others of 
their party to this novel ſubſcription never were 
auiet, till they had by indire& means gained into 
their hands the original of the Synodical determi- 
nations, from him to whom the ſame was com- 
mitted by the Emperor to be ſafely kept ; and ha- 
ving defaced their ſubſcriptions, diſpoſed of the. 
ſame in that manner in the conclufion , that it be- 
came utterly lolt from tne view of the Churches in 
future times. Theſe gilded Arians now thinking 
themſelves at liberty from ingagement , caft off 
their Vail, and by their tongues and pens appear. 
plain Arians, and enter into open defiance againſt 
the Nicene Faith, which breaks forth into Tu- 
mults againſt the Catholick Church. Forced and 


»ot bind the will thereto, but comranily enrage the: 
affeftions 
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The Life of Achanaſtus, 


affettions againſt the ſame, For theſe Subſcribers 
proved ever after per{ecutors , not onely of Atha- 
na/'us, but all others thatheld tne Nicene faith, 
ſo long as they lived. And thus the £clorious times 
of Conſtantine are clouded with perſecutions of the 
Catholick Churches , as formerly frum without, 
ſo now from within ; tie one by heathens; the other 


by Chriſtians that werelittle lefle, 


bn —— — —— 


CZ APN. 


Athanafins cleeed Biſhop of Alexandria : 
The firſt complaint againſt him before the 
Empcrour Lonitintne, 


Alexanders labours : For he having 
worthily ſerved the Church of God, 
and ſtoutly aflerted the Doftrine con- 
cerning the Holy Trinity in Unity ; and novv re- 
turned from the Council at Nice unto Alexanaria, 
after five moneths fell ſick , and being nigh to death, 
calls for «1thanaſim, and one of that name there 
preſent drawing towards him , he looked on 51m 
and turned: from him': And afterwards called 
Athanaſius divers times, the other abttaining from 
coming , 'becauſe he ſaw he was not the perion in- 
tend=d ; the Bifhop ſaid , T how thinkefF Athana- 
fius, to eſcape, but thou ſhalt not ſo eſcape, Which 
words whether ſpoken prophetically , as ſome ſay, 
or de{ignatorily of him , as a perſon meet to ſuc- 


ceed him in the government of the Alexandrian 
; Caurch, 
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The Life of Athanaſius; 33 
Church, as others think , is not material-; but ſoon 
after. ihe Biſhop died, and enjoyed the Viſion of 
the Holy Trinity, which-he preached, | 

Epiphamnus being ſomewhat remote , and truſt- Se, 2, 
ing much the reports , makes echillas Succeſlor 


to Alexander 1n «Alexandria for certain moneths, 


and after his death Athanaſins ; but I findno other 
Hiſtorian agree therewith, although it is acknow- 
ledged that one of that name of Achillas was Preſ- 
byter of  £4/exandria : but all other Writers ſay, 
that Arhanaſ7us immediately ſucceeded eAlexan- 
der. And that after his death the Alzxandrian 
Churches, either at a Provincial Council ſpecially 
called fur that end ; or at the next Provincial 
Council by courſe, according te the order ſerled at 
the Nicene Council, the election yas taken into 
conſideration , and how willing they were , and 
unwilling eAthara/tus was herein, take his own re- 
lation. { was (ſauh he) talled by the whole City Athan. 
and Province of \lexandria , Biſhops, Presbyters, 4% 3, 
aud people, being gathered into one body, by publique 
acclamations , prayers to God , exhortations, intrea- 
ties, perſwaſions , yea obtefFations, by the ſpace of 
divers dayes and nights, without reft to themſelves, 
or ſuffering me to take my reſt, without de/1ting, 
till they had prevailed wth me, to accept of their 
Elettion, Yet it is probable it was not (o unanimous 
by the Arian party ; for from that fhce might the 
oreat ſmoke atiſe of queſtioning Athanaſius his Ele 
Rion before the Emperor by the Arians ; who af- 
fired, That another perſon was ele&ted by the ge- 
neral concurrence of the Churches , and that onely 
ſeyen Biſhops ſeparated from the 'reſt and el-Zed 
b- "5 = Athanaſias, 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
Athagaſius. But that as ſmoke alſo vaniſhed away, 


when Athanaſius came to anſwer for himſelf : nor 


could Athanaſras rationally ſubmit himlelf to ſuch 
an Election in thoſe times , eſpecially when as it 
could be neither honourable for hum , nor ſafe ſo to 
do , if he had intended to keep a good conſcience. 
But I ſhall let that paſſe, for if the EleRion were 
bnce queſtioned , 1t became unqueſtionable by be- 
ing queſtioned , and ſhall take it for a concluded 
caie , that Arþanaſinus after he had paſſed through 


all Ecclefiaſtical degrees, 1s legally become Biſhop 


of Alexandria, and thereby and by the Decree of 


the Council at Nice, hath power 1n all the Churches 
of Egypt, Libia, and Featapolts, according to the 
ancient Canon. Athanaſius nis age at this time 1s 
not mentioned 10 any Writer , unlefle conjectured 
by Baromas ; but its agreed by all that it was within 


fx moneths after his return from the Council at 


Nice , which as Euſebras ſaith, was holden in the 
twentieth year of Conſtantimes Empire : and Hie- 
rome faith , That Athanaſins was elected in the four 
and twentieth of his Reign, and then the Coun- 
cil mult continue three years, or there 15a miſtake 
amongſt Writers. 

No ſooner was this great trumpet of Truth (as 
Nax1anzen calls Athazaſins) ſetled in his place at 
Alexandria, but Exſebius at Nrcomedia, now in fa- 


been 


' 


vour with the Emperor, and the great Courtier of | 
tne times, firained his utmoſt endeavour to un- 
ſettle Athanaſins ; he often tells the Emperour hoiv | 
. unfitting a man Athanaſires was for ſuch a place, but 

the Emperor liſtens not thereto ; then he reſolves to 
try Athanaſius his mettle, and as if himſelf had 


4h #7 Ix 6.7 _T 
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The Life of Athanahas, 

been tne Primate of the World , he writes to 
Athanaſius to admit Aris and his aſſociates into 
their places , and into communion with the Ale- 
xandrian Church again, or otherwife he mult ex- 


pect what will follow, But Arhana/mns neither per- 
lvaded by requeſts, nor ſcared by threats., re- 


—_— on -— —=——_————_ +, ——} Adi... bee » 
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turned an{wer, | that he could not admit into 17. 


communion ſuch as were excommunicated by the 
Council ; and hereupon enſues a publique defiance 


by Exſebins againſt Athagaſins ; he will neither en- - 


dure -/thanaſias nor his dodrine z publique diſputes 
and preachings are by him owned and patronized 
againſt the determination of the Council : And 
thus the Arian Schiſme revives again. And Exſes:- 
24 fearirig that Athanaſius would mike ſome ſudden 
addrefle after his Ele&tion to the Emperor ,, and ſc 
win the Emperors favour : He, together with T he- 
ogms and others of the Arian party , repair tothe 
Emperor with Articles a;,..n{t the ele&tion of Atha- 
naſias , as beirg unduly gained by combination a- 
mone(t a few. And in particular , that after the 
death of Alexander, fifty and four of the Egyptian 


Biſhops afſembled for an eleRton to be made of his 529, 
Succeſſor , and when they had upon their oathes 16. 2-cap. 
oiven their votes for one perſon ; nevertheleſle 16. 


ſeven of that number, contrary to their oathes, ſepa- 
rated from the reſt and elefed Athanafius , and or- 
dained him ; and that thereupon many of the Egy= 
ptian Churches, as well Miniſters as people , re- 
fuſed communion with Athanaſius, They further 
more informed , that Athanaſius was a pragmatical 
fomenter of ftrifes and diſſention among{t the 
Churches. But Athanaſins was not ſodull as to neg- 
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The Life of Athanaſius. 


Ction attend upon the Etmperour in his own perſon ; 
yet he did forthwith tend two of his Presbyrers, 
ſufficiently inſtruted, to Conſtantinople to win the 
Emperours favour, or at leatt, to prevent Cauſes of 
jealoufe that might arile in the Lmperours mind 


concerning him, until .h'mielt could 1n his own 


perſon wait upon the Emperour ; and theſe two 
Presbyters being then pretent at the Court, when 
theſe complaints were made againlt Arhanaſins, 
they cbtained acm!ttance into the Emperours pre- 
fence, and gave the Emperour full ſatisfaction 
tcuching the perſonal carriage of Arhaxaſras, and 
the marner of his election, and all the matters in 
complaint againtt him ; And ſo the Emperour diſ- 
miſled thoſe informations without further hear- 
Ing, 

Euſebias is now more diflatisfi:d, becomes out- 
ragious, and labours to win a party, and work a 
ſchiſm amonelt the Alexandrian Churches ; and 
thereto he meers with a fit opportunity for his 


-work: For Afcletns ſubmitting to the decree of 


the Nicene Council, returned to his Ciry at Lice, 


and yielded up his Churches, and was quiet ; and 


his followers the Meletians were received into 
communion with- the other Alexandrian Churches, 


' But before AMeletns died, he was prevailed with to 


name his ſucceflor, and accordinsly he named 
7«b- Biſhop in ns ſtead : which being contrary. 
to the order of the Nicene Council, yvhich had de- 
termined that the ele&ion of Biſhops ſhould be 
by the Provincial Council, and that the Biſhop * 

tac 
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the Province ſhould have pover of confirming ſuch 
ſo elected, a new ditiurbance 1s thereby cauſed in 
the Alextndrian Churches. The Arians obſerving 
the Melerians thus beginning to buſtle with the Ca- 
tholick Church, and. having Exſebias their friend 
at Court, begin to beſtir themielves alſo ; 
ſtriving who ithould lead the Way, 1n rife, they 
og out amongſt themſelves concerninz Suprema- 
: hereat their 1eople take offence, "and fall of 

by degrees to the Catholick © hurch ; which the 
teachers obſerving, they cry truce one with ano- 
ther, and the Arians, though till Arians, are 
contented to march ander the Meletian banner ; 
But this was done by a wile ; for the Meletians en- 
deavouring to gain a toleration, in their ſeparation 
from the Gatholick Church, by the Emperours Li- 
cence,ſend John C Minicur,and Iſch JrA5 ( the firlt of 
them a Meletian Biſhop, and the laſt of them made 
again by them alſo as good a Presbyter ) to Con- 
ſtantinople, to petition to the Emperour, but could 
get no acceſs till they repaired to Exſebias ; and 
he being informed by them all their defires, told 
them, that himſelf was preingaged for Aris, and 
his followers ; and if there were not good corre- 
ſpondency between the Meletians and Aris; then 
could not himſelf undertake for any favour for the 
zletians ; but if the Meletians would admit «L- 
ris and his followers into communion with them, 
he would move the Emperour in their behalf, The 
Mzletians hereupon-are agreed to join with the A- 
rians, and to admit them into their Communion : 
and Euſehuss not only gained for the Meletians ad- 
mittance into the Emperours preſence, but |? 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


cured for them Licenſe from the Emperour, to 
have and hold Churches apart from tne Alexan- 
drian Churches, And thus three miſchiefs befal 
the Alexandrian Churches at once : Firſt, a ſchiſm 
licenſed and tolerated by the authority of the 
Chriſtian Magiſtate : Secondly, a uſurpation of 
the Chriſtian Magiſtrate over the Churches, an 
determining matters Ecclefiakiical, contrary to the 
determinations of a general Council, wherein the 
Magiſtrate was bound by his own Vete; and theſe 
are two ſores to the Church unto this day. The 
third was properly belonging unto that time, and 
thoſe places, which was, a toleration of the Arian 
Hereſte under the Meletian wings, So as members 
of the Mcletians they may now hold Ccmmunion 


 vith thoſe who are of Or:hodox judgment, by au- 


Soy. (ib. 3, 
Cap. 20. 


thority, who formerly were excommunicated by a 
peneral Council : And tous 1s the glory of the 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate in the Church ſuddenly eclip- 
fed, by negleRing to rule according to Law, Con- 
"jrpua ſaw the error by the troubles that enſued, 
ut ſaw not the cauſe in his own heart, he ſends 
for Exſebims, and queſtions with him concerning 
it: Exſebius row dares juſtifie the Arian DoQtrine, 
and tells the Emperour paſſionately, If my gar- 
ment ( faid he ) ſhould be dividedin my preſence 
into,parts, I would never afhrm both parts needs 
one effence : The Empercur taſting the blaſphemy, 
as paſſionately returned an anſwer of baniſhment 
both of E»ſeb:45,and T heogms : pattionately, I ſaid, 
for had 1t been from true zeal, the baniſhment had 
longer continued, But upon the next occaſion that 
Writers mentor, I find them both as buſie again 
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The Life of Athonafins, 


10 purſuit of Arhaxaſias, as ever they were. 


For the Meletians, but a while ago an abomination 54+ 6 


to Conſtantine, are ſo byld upon this favour, that 
they profeſs before him their bitterneſs again(t the 
Churches of Alexazdria : For being encourazed 
by the Arians, they £9 to Conſtantinople with Ar- 
ticles of com>lunt againſt Athanaſius, where they 

2et vwvith Eaſebius and T heognis, why now alto 
have gained three Biſhd5s more into their ſocte- 
ty, viz. Maris Biſhop of Calcedon, and Valezs, 
and Urſatins Biſhops of Parma; all of them lo- 
vers of the Court more then their own flocks, all 
of them condemned by the Council of Nice, and 
nov conſtant and earneſt Solicitors at the Court a- 
oainſt all ſuch as'were of the Orthodox Faith , and 
this m'vht 'feem ftrange that Conftantizes Court 
ſhould harb5ur ſuch gueſts, - bat that ranger things 
do follow, For theſe five Biſhops having this oc- 
caſfion, joyn together 1n th? countenancing of the 
Meletian Articles again Athanaline, and preſent- 
ing of thzm to th2 Emperour ; They areas follo- 
eth. © Firſt, Tnat Arhaaſins is the orcat fomen- 
<« ter of the troubles in the Egyptian Churches. 
« Secondly, That Athanafnus endeavoured to un- 
&« dermine the Emperors authority in Egypr, and 


© to advance his own, and to' that purpoſe levied 
© money of the people , and ſupplied therewith 
« Phylumeninus the Emperours enemy in Egypt, 
« ivho endeayoured to raiſe ſedition and tumults in 
« that Country. Thirdly, that Athanaſius is an 
« oppreflor of the people in Egypr, and exageth 
_ « from them linnen garments or veltments for the 
« ſervice of the Church at Alexavdria, But 
wahillt 
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"The Life of Athanaſius, 


whil(t theſe things are thus working at Conſtants» 
nople, Athauaſins not negligent of his own ſafety, 
upon EX PETICNCE already had of the enemies $kir- 
miſhes ; expects the main battle will come on, and 
therefore makes haſt to Conſtantivople, where he 
ſ.on tinds what work was upon the Anvil ; and 
preſenting himſelf unto the Emperour, made it 
ſo plain to ihe Emperour, that theſe Articles were 
pure forgeries, that the Emperour made no difh- 
culty to accept him graciouſly, and diſmiſſed him 
with his 'mpertal Lerters to the Church of Alex- 
andria, letting them know of the malice and: 
filſhood of Athanaſins his accuſers : and that A- 
thanaſins his Integrity was ſo apparant, that the 
Emperour tock great joy ahd delight in his com- 
' pany, and found "him a faithfull ſervant of God ; 
and therefore required the Alexandrians to receive 
him with due honour, and demean themſelves re- 
ſpectively towards him ; and to ſtudy. to maintain 
love and unity one with another, and to beware of 
thoſe that endeavour to raiſe and nouriſh difſention 
and diviſion amongſt themſelves: And thus is A- 
thaxaſins judicially declared the true BR of eA- 
lexandria, and an honeſt man, 
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The Li fe of /Athansfius, 


Ca:?Pp. VI. 


The ſecond cemplaint againſt Athanahus 
before the EmPpriur : and 'his Trial at 
- the Cenncal at 1 yius. 


O ſooner is eAthkanaſins come frem one 

Trial at ( oxj; anti pe, but 2nother 1s 

making ready. for t1m at AZareotu; a 
.. part of Egypt, Wherein are. n.any Towns 

and Congregations ct, briſt:»ns, oli cf hem under 
the governmen: ef the Biſhop cf Alexazaria, each 
of which having a ccmpetent number of people, ha- 
ving a Presbyter : and amongſt theſe was one Co- 
lathus, a man no leſs ambitious then was eArms, 
and therefore ſeldom was any agreement between 
them two, ( for 1t1s a rare thing to meet with two 
ambitious ' ſpirits to cloſe ) each of them had opi- 
nions which they peculiarly ownea, and each had 
his pecyliar Church ; only Co/nthas had ſo far ex- 
ceeded, as to be in repute a Biſhop, when as rus 
was but a Presbyter ; but by reaſon.that the Coun- 
cil at Alexaxdria had diſepi'copated him, his ſe& 
ſoon waſted : yet amongſt them was one named 
Iſchyras, a man that could thrive in no callivg, ard 
then will needs turn Miniſter, and prevails with 
Coluthss to make him a Presbyter ; ard ſo Coluthns 
made him as good a Fresbyter, as he thcreby made 
Coluthus a Biſhop ; for the Council had deter- 
mined againſt him alſo , but he Would not be thus 
cetermined upcn ; he conceited he was a Miniſter, 
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The Life of Athanafis, 


: 2 - WF % Pale; © i 
ONLY ©. . Allen as; WE. 
Ly, 


"Vas Ei 


and hereſolves to conceit himſelf to be ſo ill ; and 


being thus fitted, or rather unfirted, he wanders 
about for a living ; and coming to a ſmall Village 
in Mareotis, where the inhabitants were few, and 
thoſe ſo poor, that they could not maintain a Mi- 
nifter among them, but were neceſſitated to unite 
to a neighbouring Congregation ; there he fits 
down, and g2ts into a poor houſe, gains the dweller 
there to be his Diſciple, and falls to teaching ſych 
principles as he had ; and in continuance gathered 
a Church, as he called it, as many do in' theſe 
dayes, upon as good principles as he, and with as 
little 200d ſucceſs, For the news of this new Ap- 


parition coming to Macarns, Presbyter of tne 


$9zom. 
[35. 2. Cap. 
2. 4: 


® 


nigh>ouring Church, he acquaints Arhava/us there- 
with, ho bids Macarins go and viſit th2 place; 
and tell Iſchyras that Arhana/ins would ſpeak with 
him, and with Afacarins another Presbyrer is 
joined : both theſe entring into the_ houſe where 
Iſchyras was, found him fick in bed, and there 
they viſited the Church, ( for ſol find it ordina- 
rily called in thoſe anctznt times, and nzither 
ſteeple houſe, nor meeting place ) and uponin- 
quiry , finding the particulars, they pitying the 
condition of 1ſchyras, fay not any thine to him, 
but tell his father of the complaint ag inſt his ſon, 
and wiſh his father to adviſe his ſon nor to inter- 
medile any more with the Miniſterial calling there, 
ell further orders from « Athanaſras : and fo with- 
out »ny further ado they depart and acquaint Atha- 
x@5us what they had found and did, But Iſchyras 
recovering his health, and being told by his father 
what was ſaid to him by the two Presbyters, he 
concludes 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


| concludes, that there was no abiding for hini in that 
| place upon former terms, and that he muſt expe&t 


to anſwer for what he had already dnne ; he there- 
fore betakes him to his heels, and away is gone for 
Nicamedia, to Euſebins, the Arian Patron, and unto 
bim bewails his ſad condition : © That he being 
« a poor Minitter .of the Goſpel, had been ſhame- 
« fully .abuſed and wronged by eAtharaſius, his 
&« Church by him was preptaned and vilified, his 
«© Communtan Table overthrown, his Sacra- 
© mental Cup: broken in pieces, his Bible burnt, 
&« and himſelf threatned with perſecution, Emſe- 
bius hears all, and receives, the man curteouſly, as 
a Minitter of the Goſpel, pities his condition, and 
promiſes him - his beſt furtherance ; but he ſaid it 
mutt be by the Emperours authority and favour, 
which Exſebi#s doubted not cf : but then 1ſchyras 
for his part muſt be ready with proofs, to make 
good the matter of the complaint, which if found 
true, Would not only be for his relief, but even for 
his adyancement to a better preferment, and it may 
be to a Biſhoprick in due time. 
Exſebius and his aſſociates the Courtly Arian Bi- 
ſhops , think now they have enough wherewith to 
adventure once into the Emperors preſence , a- 
eainſt eAthaxaſins ; and therefore repair unto the 
Emperor, ard tell him of firange complaints that 
daily come to them againſt eAthanaſizy : That 
they were many and of no -mean degree : That 


the witneſles which will: be proguced toprove the 


ſame, are not mean perſons'; and therefore they 


pray the Emperor that a Syned may be called , and 


the matters tried there , and Athanaſius heard ina 
legal 
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Th 


legal way. The Emperor might have much cauſe to | 


ſuipz& malice in this matter , as well as he had 
found it formerly ; yet in regard the information 
was by five Biſhops , all perſons of no mean cen- 
czrnmnt, he hearkened to their Counſel ; and ap- 
pointed a Council to b2 holden at Ceſaria Paleſtina, 
a place pick2d. out by Exſebirs in the midſt of a 
p2ople over-run with Arianiſm2 both Paftors and 
People. This was ſad newes for Athanaſius , who 
hreby ſezs how the game 1s like to go concerning 
him, there being ſcarce four Biſhops of all that 
Country thit were Orthodox : eMthana/ins there - 
fore declining to appear at Ceſares , gave his rea- 
ſon to the Emperor : This touched the Emperour 
to the quick, asf his Authority therein had been 
flizhied by Athana5us , neverthelefſle concealing 
his diſpleaſure , ſeemed to.do him Juſtice, and re- 
moved the Council from Ceſarea to T yras , ſo the 
place is chinged, but not the perſons. And there 
1s a (ting added in the tail of the Emperors Let- 
ters, imoorting, That ArhanaFus muſt appear 
there at his peril ; or If he do not, the Emperor 
will ſend ſich as ſhall force him thereunto ; and to 
mak2t1is 209d, he appoints the Commander in 
Chief of th2 Souldiers in that Countrey to repreſent 
his perſon in that Conncil. This Commwnder the 
Hiſtories ſay was no friend to Athanaſins, and it 
ſeem3 neither as he a friend to Religion or Juſtice. 
For he offictouſly cauſed Aacarms to b2 appre- 
hended, and committed t9 cultody in chains before 
any cauſe appearedagainſt him at the Council. A- 
tharaſins now ſees the Emperors countenance to- 
wards him to' be changsd ; and that h2 muſt be 
| 1 | judged 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 45 


| judged by the Arian party , and by a Ceuncil whol- 


ly under the Moderatorſhip cf the Souldiers ; in 


| which reſpect 1t could not be called a free Council ; - 


et he reſolves to be preſent , not ſo much fearing Soc. 4b, 1. 
Limſelf , as the violation of the Nicene Dcecrees, £P- 20. 
ſhould ſuffer prejudice, Neverthelefſe, he came 

not at the beginning , but delayed his appearing, - 


' Sozomen lays , thirty moneths , which Iſuppoſe Sozom. 


muſt be accounted from the firſt fitting of the *%. 2. c4p+ 
Council at Ce/area, and by that delay gained the *F 
particulars in charge againft him , and was the bet- 

ter prepared to make his Defence, _ 

The Council at 7 yr#5 now aflembled , the com- 5,9, ,. 
plaints againſt Arhaxaſizs come in thick and three- 
fold ; for Calmens and Iſchyras, one of them a 11, ., cap, 
Meletian Biſhop , and the other a Meletian Pres- 24. 
byter ronted , being formerly engaged by Exſebrns, 

Joyntly with the Arians , bring in their Articles a- 
gainſt eAthanaſins, That he had contemptuoufly 
thrown down the Communion Table , when l{chyras 
was in the time of admniſtration of the Sacrament, 
That he likewiſe brake the Communion Cup. That he 
had unjuſtly impriſoned Wchyras divers ti 


nicus from his Biſhoprich. T hat he had by violent af- 


ſault beaten divers perſons, That he procured his 


eleftion to the B:ſhoprick of Alexandria-by perjary : 
And many ſuch reports are ſcattered before the 
Council. And at length Athanaſius comes into 
the Conncil , and they proceed leoally againſt 
him, ns 
As touching the out-rage in oyer-throwing the Se, 4. 


Communion Table , the witneſles that were roſie 
ced, 
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| The Life of Athanaſius, 
ced , were ſuch as Jeives or Catecumeni , who after 
full evidence given were asked where they ſtood 
when they ſaw that inſolency ated ? They anſwer- 
ed , thatthey were preſent in the place, T hat can- 
not be, was replied ; for none can be preſent at 
the adminiſtration , but the participants onely, 
Then the witneſſes were asked , where 1ſchyras 
Rood when the Table was demoliſhed > He was 
ſick 11 bed they anſwered ; then 1t was obſerved to 
the Council that 1ſchyras could not be at that time 
in the work of adminiſtration of the Sacrament. 
The witnefles were further asked who burnt the 
Bible ? rhey ſaid, they knew nothing of any ſac 
matter. 1ſchyras was then asked concerning his 
Church , who they were and how many ? he ſaid 
they were in number ſeven, The Council not being 
ſatisfied with this evidence, yet would not defiſt ; 
but will make further inquiry by ſpecial Vifiration ; 
and appointed five of their members to goto the 
place, and make exact inquiſation into the matter, 
eAthanaſins excepted againtt the Viſitors as in- 
competent ; they had been his accuſers already, 
allShey be witnefles , judges , and parties in the 
Faule ? but what ever Athazaſins ſaid , they 
account to no purpoſe ; and to as little purpoſe was 
what they did, For 1ſchyras by his Letter to Atha- 
xaſrus afterward confeſſed to him , that what he ſaid 
in all was fained and forced , and that it was extor- 
ted from him hy Heraclides, Tſaak and Letors, 
three Meletian Biſhops , by threats and cruel 
uſage. 
Yet are theſe bvt trifles in compariſon of waat 
followes, for afte: this came into the Council a 
COMMON 
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The Life of Acbanafius, 47 
x | common firumpet , who with a ſhamelefle counte- 
d | nance charged eMthayaſiu , that he being her 
- | gueſt, did raviſh her: eAthavaſns being filent, 
- | Timothwnu eptforward and asked the woman, was 
it | 1 ever at your houſe , or had Iever ought todo with 
| you ? She likewiſe turning towards Tiamothine , 
ſaid, Were not yeu at my houſe at ſuch a time ? and 
did you not then force me? hereat a noiſe is raiſed 
in.the Council , fome laughing , others raging; 
and the Rrumpet 1s commanded forth-with to de- 
part the place : Nay, ſaid Athaya/ims, ſhe ought 
to be examined who ſuborned her hereunto, butin 
the mean time the weman is gone : And other wit- 
vefles ate brought in, who ſay nothing to the for- 
mer matters , but bring an uncouth charge , of a 
{tranver nature. 
That « &thaxafires had marthered Arſenms , and Sed, 6. 
cut off his right arme , which he preſerved ſecretly 5... 16. x; 
in a cheſt for magical uſes , which being found , 15 cap. 20. 
produced now to the Council; and therewith a 
mans arme 1s taken out of a cheft and ſhewn forth. 
Hereat a pretence of general admiration ſeems to 
poſlefle all at the Rrangeneſle of the thing; The 
thing 1s accounted a brutiſh cruelty , and eAMtha- 
naſius as an enemy to Mankind, But that tne thing 
- may be better underſtood , it muſt be remembred _ 
that Arſemrus had been fotmerly a LeQurer under Ruffinus, 
Athazaſia , and being guilty of ſomewhat , forth- 
With his conſcience told him he deſerved puniſh- 
ment ; toavoid ſhame, gets himſelf away , and a- 
bideth amongſt the Meletians , where he by them 
was kept in obſcurity , as was confeſſed by Pires Arhan. 
the Presbyter , in his Letter to eAthapaſins , Afvt. 2. 
wherein 
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The Life of Athanaftus, 
wherein he confefleth himſelf to be the chief ator, 
And eArſenius being thus in obſcurity , a report is 
raiſed that he is' murthered by e Athanaſius, upon 
diſpleaſure conceived againlt him. This report oc- 
calioned Athazaſins to make a lirict. enquiry after 
Arſenas , and probably diicovered him to be alive, 
and as ſome ſay prevailed with hum to come to T y- 
rus ; but others more probably conclude that God 
over-ruled his mind to come thither of his oivn 
accord, Either out of a mind aft<&ting novelty , or 
intending {cme other deſign , for he came private- 
ly and obſcured nimſclt in the City of Tyras, yet 
was he diicovered in th2 evening to the Governour; 
and being apprehended , he demed his name , but 
he being ſecured, notice 1s given thereof to « rha- 
#4/1us privately, The next dry when Arſemmns his 
mattzr came to con{ideration in th? C:uncil, and 
they were thus in amaze , frhanaſins defires to 
know if any one preſent knew Arſemns ſo perfect- 
ly as to afirm the arme ſhewn forth was his ; 
whereupon diverſe anſwered , that they knew Ar- 
ſemius well, yet do not kno the arme produced to 
be his. An4 hereupon the party that was appre- 
hended was brought into the Council, And A- 
thaxaſius ſezing, him , asked if any man preſent 
knew this perſon now befure them ; and divers 
there preſent afh:med he 1s Arſeains, . Then Atha- 
4/rus (tepping to hin , turned afide his outward 
garment, and diſcovered both his armes , ſaying, 
behold. here are two armes, as other men uſe tg 
have ; 'and if any man can ſhew the place whete 
the other arme was cut off, hz may ſearch and 


ſheiv what he can ; the clamour is now raiſed 
greater 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 49 
greater then. before , in which the principal wit- 

nefle againſt Athazaſins , by ſome named Acad, 

by others Johannes ( both of them Meletian Bi- 
ſhops) bing ſelt-confounded ; takes his flight in 

the tumult and 1s gone, 

Now is the Scene quite changed ; befote Atha. 

- aſins was a Murtherer , now he is a conjurer and 

d | hath deluded the Council with a phantafm or 

a | ſprightiſh «4-689 56A or ſhape of eArſerns , inſo- 


— OQ ce 


oo 


r | much as Athanaſias Is now ir danger of being torn 
- | in pieces amonglit them, had not the Civil Pow- 
t | er reſcued him, and carrying him out from a- 
; | mongſtthem , adviſed him to make his eſcape by 

| SEA, | Det 
- ” aphnutius an Egyptian Piſhop in the beginning $2, +, 
s | of this diſquifitionconcerning Arhayafins before the gg. 
1 Council ; evidenily perceiving th2ir intention , and Hz. {;b.t. 
) the ſiding of the Souldiers wich them againſt Atha- £4p. 17: 
- naſius, ſteps to Maximus Biſhop of Hieraſalem 
; | (who had, like as himſelf, loft one eye and onel 


- | in witnefle bearing to the truth under Adaxentims. 
> | Andtaaking «© Maximasby the hand, lifted himup, 
- | ſaying, Maximus, Tounnd 1 have been fellowes un 
- | ſuffering, and are equal ſharers therein, teach of us | 
[ have loſt one of our bodily eyes ; but God hath gi- 
S wen 15 a clearer licht within us, then our outward 
- | ejecanſee: I cannttendure that we ſhould ſit here 
| | any longer in the Councils of theſe wicked men, 
here's no mainde of Juſtice at all ; and fo going out 
Z with him, told him the whole truth of «Arhava- 
> | /wscarriage, by means whereof Maximus con- 


| | tinueda faithful friend to eAthanaſins as long as he 
{ | lived, After him Potamon Biſhop of Heraclea, 
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Epiphan. ſeeing Euſebins Bithop of Ci eſaria (itting as Dire- 
Lib.z.Tom, tor of the Council , and fiding againſt Athanaſras, 
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The Life of Arhanafius, 


new ftanding as a Delinquent , Was overcome with 
erief , and taid weeping, Do you Euſebius ſit as 
Jadge ? and muſt innocent Athanaſius be judged by 
you ? who can endure to ſeeit ? but tell me, were 
mot you 12 priſon with me in the perſecuting times ? 
therein I loſt one of my eyes in bearing witneſſe to the 
wruth ; but you can ſhew uo mutilation of any mem- 
her , nor mark, of your confeſſioa. How did you 
eſcape-ont of priſon ? was it not by doing that abo- 


m1naron, which you onght not ts have done , or pro- 


miſing to do the ſam? ? And immediately he alſo de- 
parts the, Council, and was followed. by forty or 
more of the Egyptian Biſhops ; for they ſay it a 
vain thing for them to flrive againit D:omſius, the 
Emperours Lieutenant there , and his Souldiers. 
Eufebins hearing Þ 3tamoxs rebuke , was moved 
thereat, andſaid, Ds you Potamon come hither to 
perſecnte \ Jou will do it much more in your own 
Ce#ntry ? and thereupen he diffolved the meeting 
for that day : Settaries muſe as they uſe ; they ſay 
the Church will perſecute , but the Charch doth kyow 
by experience that the Seflaties ds perſecute, For 
after this the Council did meet again , and procee- 
ded in their work , they condemn efthayaſius, ex- 
communicate and baniſh him neyer to returh to 
eAlexandriaagain, A firange example of a Chri- 
ſian Council in tne government of ſuch an Empe- 
rour as Conſtantize is reported to be; and is a ſuffi- 
cient evidence to all the World that the opinion that 
a Council cannot erre, ts but a notion, 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


CHAP. VII 


Athanafius his appeal to the Emperor Con- 
ſtantine ; Athanaſius 7s baniſhed, and 


Arius # accepted, _ 


ſhall not come : Athanaſius is now in repute an 
excommunicate baniſhed Qut-Laiv, Yet in the 
ifſue God will bring forth his judgment as the 
light. He 1s enforced to flee for his liberty, and 
to ſeek his reparation from the Emperour by way of 
appeal from'the Council to his definitive ſenterice, 


as the 'ſupream 'power un all cauſes, as well Eccle- 


faſtical as Civil; Tais is the firſt preſident of that 
kind that is found in ſtory, (for Conſtantine was the 
firſt Chriltian Efmperour ) and 1s commended to 
poſterity by the example of ſo worthy a man as 
eMthanaſnm was, 'Who was the firſt leader herein, 


Nor was the Empetour ſcrupulous in admitting the - 


appeal ; however” himſelf was'intereſted in the a& 


t of the Council, by the Pr eſfidency of his Lievtenant 


I OREN ay ate - a 
- + 


there, but did appoint the matter to be heard be- 
fore himſelf at Conſtantinople, Neither did the 
Arian Biſhops now in Council at T yrs diſclaim 
the trial before the Emperour ; for though they 
were the firſt preſident of a ſchiſm in a general 
Council, yet they did not independ upon the ſu- 
pream Chriſtian Magiſtrate ; but ſent their Pro- 
ers to appear before the Emperour, to juſtifie 
their proceedings as well as they could, 
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T is nevertheleſs true, That the curſe can{eleſs Selb, x. 
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The Lifeof Athanaſius. 
mult leave the appeal depending, till I glance upon 
ſome paſlages between the Emperour and {Aris 
which preceded the appearance of Arhazaſins be- 
fore the Council, and had thewr influence upon 
Athanaſins afterward, 

The Arian Party under the conduct of Exſebius, 
had made it their deſign ever fince the Council at 
Nice, to gain back eArims to Alexandria, and to 
reftore-pim to communion with the Church there ; 
for which purpoſe a Presbyter cf their own ſect was 
made become familiarly acquainted with Conſt 4y- 
114 the Empercuts filter ; and having gained her 
favour, told her, that it was much fer the Empe- 
rours diſhoneur, that 4r:#s ſhould ſo long remain 
ſechuded from his Church at Alexaydria,; upon 
ſuch miſtake, and by wformation of ſome that en- 
vied him for the great opinion that the people have 
of him ; all which will be made apparent, if the 
Emperour would but admit him to [peak for him- 
ſelf, and therefore he prayed her to moye the Em- 
perour therein, It 1s ſuppoſed that Conſtantia did 
this accordingly ſoon after, but it might be left out 
of mind : For afterward Conſtantia falling ſick of 
her laſt ſickneſs, and the Emperour coming to' vi- 
fit her, amongſt other things ſhe glanced upon the 
matter concerning 4r1#s , and therein ſpake much 
im commendation of her Presbyter, and com- 
menced him to the Emperors favour ; telling him 
that her Presbyter was a man of parts, zealous of 
the Emperours honour, and a very godly man : The 
Emperour taking this as her laſt requeſt ( for ſhe 
died ſoon after ) cid accordingly ; for he ſent for 
the Presbyter, and commanded him to wait on 

1M, 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


aim. This a& of the Emperour, though but an 
act of Iove to his fiter, and might ſeem of ſmall 
importance ; yet ( asthe times then ſtood ) proved 
the great hinge upon Which the affairs of the Em- 
pire 1n relation to the Church did turn, So dan- 
gerous a. thing it is for themin authority to intrult 
their favour unto any private relation, eſpecially 
to a woman Whoſe affections many times are ſtrong 
and predominate ; and in the general, are more 
$kilfull at makivg of hires then men are. 


_ hp b x | 


This new favourite that Conffantine had ſo ealily Set, 2, 
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gained, crept up by degrees into his boſome : and Soc. /b x . 
CaP-19 20» 


after_that he found that he had gained poſſeſſion 
within his Buttons, he alſo adventured to tell the 
the Emperour, how much he was wounded in his 
repute by the long rettraint of Arizs from Alex- 
aadria where he Was in ſo great eſteem ; eſpectaily 
upon miſtaking grounds concerning his opinion, 
which is commonly known to be in no manner con- 
trary to the Nicene Faith, as was reported, And 
he further told the Emperour, that if he would 
pleaſe to admit A471 into his preſence, Arms 
was very defirous to give the Emperour full ſatiſ- 
faction therein, The Emperour was well pleaſed 
herewith, and told the Presbyter, That if Ar: 
be of the ſame judgment with the Nicene Council, 
the Emperour would not only admit him into his 
preſence, but he would reftore him to his Church 
at Alexandria : and for further aſſurance herein, 
the Emperour wrote his Letters to Arm, ſienify- 
ing his pleaſure, that eArizs ſhould come and 
ſpeak with the Emperour. Hereupon Arie with 


VOL. ib 
Cap. * 6. 
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Euſcbius come to Conſtantinople ; and being ad- Epiphan, 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


mitted into the Emperours preſence, he asked 
Arins if he did agree to the Nicene Faith ? and 
they both anſwered that they did agree thereto - 
The Emperour then required them to fet dewn 
their faith in writing : which thing they after alſo 
did, and preſented the ſame as the faith of them 
and their followers, to this purpoſe : 


we belicue iy one God, the Father Almi ghty : and 


SO. wig 1% one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, hu Son, begotten of him 
Cap, 26. 


before all ages : True God ; by when all things are 
made in Heaven and in Earth ; who deſcended, and 
's tucarume, and ſuffered, and roſe again; and 
aſcended into Heaven : and ſhall come again to judg . 
both the quick, and the dead. «And iu the Holy 
Ghoſt : in the reſurrettion of the fleſh: in eternal 

life in the Kingdom of Heaven, In one Catholic 
Charch of God, extending throughant all the Earth. 


This Faith they ſaid they received from the 
Goſpel ; the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſaying to his Diſct- 
ples, Go ard teach all nations, ſanthif ying them 1n 
the Name of the Father, Sou, and Holy Ghoſt ; as 
the whole Catholick Church and Scriptures do 
teach : 1» which ( ſaid they ) we whol!l 'y believe God 
is our Juag, both now, and at the laſt judgment. 
This writing the Emperour peruſed, _and asked 
eAr if he had ought more to ſay ; and whether 
from his heatt he did truly own what he did pro- 
feſls? To which Aris anſwered, that he had 
not ought more to ſay, nor hath he written or ſaid 
other, or otherwiſe, then aceording to his jude- 
ment, The Emperor hereto replied, If your faith 


be 
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The Life of Achanafius, 
be right, you have ſworn truly , but if otherwiſe, 
know, that God will be revenged on you for your 


perjury, and frem Heaven reveal his Juſtice upon 


on, 

It ſeems the Emperour was not yet ſatisfied with 
the reality of theſe men, and therefore will deter- 
mine nothing herein, without Counſel, contrary 
to the determinations of the Council at T yrs, 
which 1s in his opinton meet for the purpoſe. But a 
matter of piety comes in his way : he had built a 
famous Temple Upon Mount C alvary nieh to Hie- 
ruſalem, and it being now finiſhed he will repair 


—————— KY _—_ _ 


thither for the dedication of the ſame : And he. 


writes to the Council at T yrs, to adjourn their 
meeting to Hierauſalem, to aſfilt him in that work : 
and they are as forivard therein as himſelf; For 
building of Churches, and a pompous devotion, 
will ſolder well enough with Arianiſm, to overlay 


_ the ſame with the gold of ſeeming holineſs. And 


unto this Council at Hieruſalem, Conſtantine 
refers the matter concerning Aris, ſending him 
thither with his Confeſſion of Faith by him ſub- 
ſcribed; requiring them to examine him ftrictly 
concerning the ſame , and if they find him and 
the Confefſion 209d, then to ſhew him favour : 
So is Athanaſius his appeal deferred till the dedt- 
cation be paſt, and he gone to Alexandria, But 
the Council being met at. Hiersſalem, according 
to the Emperours direton, ſpeedily take eArims 
kis matter into conſideration ; and find him Ortho- 
dox, and his Confeſſion good, and acquit him 
from the cenſure of the Nicene Council, and ad- 
mit him to his Church at Alexaxdria, Hereof 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


they give notice by Letters to the Biſhops and 
Presbyters of Egyprand Alexandria , telling them, 
that Arius his faith was good, that the Emperor 
had ſo declared it upon the Councils determination 
at Hieruſalem , and that they had admitted Arms 
again to his Church at Alexazaria ; and therefore 
prayed them to accept him into communion with 
them , as before times they had done. And they 
further wrote to the Emperor, and informed him 
what they had dene concerning A4r:#s, fo as he now 
ſtands right in the Emperors opinion , who granted 
to Arius alſo his Imperial Letters dire&ed 'to the 
Church at Alexandria , injoyning them to admit 
Arms unto his Church and communion with them- 
ſelves again, And thus a favlt is committed, where- 
of the Emperor may politically be acquitted , in 
that he followed the advice of a Council : but in a 
T heological ſenſe He ſands doubtful ; fer he could 
not bur, underſtand the principles of thoſe perſons 
who were the preyailing part of the Council : but 
as touching the Council it ſelf , it neither was 
Theologically nor Politically innocent : For they 
that will etre at Tyrus, will alſo erre at Hieru- 


7 


falem. 


And now 1s «Ars poſting for eAlexanaria 
with all his Letters, who coming nigh the City, 
1s met with ; and enters the City like himſelf in 
triumph , as a Conquerour rather then as a peniten- 


tlary ; and hereupon tumults are raiſed , and Ar1- 
45 18 denied admittance into his Church ; and A- 
thavaſiut by his Letters to the Emperour renders 
the reaſon , That the Catholick C hureh could not 
communicate with hereſie, nor the Alexandrians 
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T he Life of Athanaſius, 
with one that was condemned by the general Coun- 
cil at Nice , unlefle he did firit retrat his opini- 
on , and manifelt repentance , and were thereup- 
on reltored by a General Ccuncil, But the Empe- 
ror ,- however Chriſtian he was , yet now appre- 
hending his Authority again lighted by Athana- 
ſus, was angry, and wrote to Athnyaſins, tel- 
ling him , that itis the Emperors expreſie will and 
pleaſure , that all ſuch as hall defire ro be ad- 
mitted into C hurch fellowſhip with the Church at 
Alexandria , ſhall have free liberty to joyn there- 


——— - © Akers » uw 


; -— _ 


in , and be admitted thereto, And if Athanaſing 


ſhall refuſe any that ſhall deſire the ſame , the 
Emperor will forth-with depoſe Athanaſius, and 


vive his place to another that ſhall performe the 


Emperors will. 

Said like an Emperor and not a Chriſtian Magi- 
ſtrate that muſt govern by Law, nor like a Parlia- 
ment whoſe Vote muſt make a Law ; had it been 
ſo, Athaxaſius might have been ſomewhat blame- 
able ; but he being warranted by the determination 
of the Council of Nice , in which the Emperors 
own Vote, as well as the Vote of all the Churches 
of the Empire was concluded : And this Council 


at Hieruſalem but the fag endcf a Council under 


force ; and therefore not ſufficient warrant for 
what.was done , Conſtantine muſt bear the blame, 
And therefore in all this, there can be no preſident 
of the Chriftlian Magiſtrates intereſt above the 
Eccleſiaſtical z nor of the Ecclefiattical intereſt in- 


_ dependant upon the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, in re- 


gard the general Councils were not purely Ecclefi- 
aſtical, but mixt of both intereſts , and ſo conti. 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


nued till the Myſtery of iniquity was fully ſetled 
in the Roman Chair, and the Civil Power turned 
out of Doors, 

This advantage of the Emperors diſpleaſure at 
Athanaſius is quickly eſpied by the Arians, and 
they ſoon add fewel to the fire, and tell the Empe- 
ror , that ſo long as Athanaſius thus ruled at A- 
lexandria , the Emperors government would be at 
a ſtand in thoſe parts ; and therefore they urge the 
Emperor with the proceedings of the Council at 
T yras ; and thereupon the cauſe comes to hearing 
before the Emperor. But the ProQtors for the 
Tyrian Council quite forgetting the caſe upon the 
Appeal , bring accuſations of crimes againſt Atha- 
naſins , wnich never formgrly came to mention ; 
That Athanaſms had tnreatned to (top the trade of 
Corn from Egypt to Conftantinople , and that the 
ſame will be proved by four Biſhops , who were 
ear witneſles thereof ; And ſome other particulars, 
whereunto Athanaſius could make no other de- 
fence , then by bare denial of the matters, alledg- 
ing that his Authority was not ſo great , as to to 
or open trade. But Athanaſins obſerving the Em- 

eror ſomewnat difficult in hearing of him , he 
told the Emperor ſomewhat plainly of his ſiding 
with the Hereticks, Emcuit ihr Ceſar ira , ſaith 
Athanaſius ; the Emperor was inraged thereat, and 
forthwith without other Cauſe or further inquiry in- 
to matters, he baniſhed Athanaſns , and ſent him 
priſoner to the Biſhop of Triers , where he re- 
mained till the death of Conſtantine the Em- 
-peror. 
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CAPr, VIIT. 


Conſtantine will not be perſwaded to re- 
call Athanaſlus : The Death of Aris, 


He baniſhment of e&thanaſius , and the re- Se. r, 
cetving of Arius meeting together as at Baron, An 
once, like an Earthquake , ſhaked the 336. num 
whole Church of God on Earth, as if 17: 
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their Chriftian Magiſtrate were turned Heathen a- 
oain, Or at leaſt an heathemiſh Chriſtian Arian 
and the rather becauſe it proved not a fit of paſſion, 
but a laſting diſtemper , and by all the means that 
could be uſed , incurable, For after the newes 
hereof was blown abroad , the Alexandrian Chur- 
ches do not onely by fervent prayers to God night 
and day, but by all the means that they could in- 
vent,!1mportune the Emperor to relent ; They pett- 
tion the Emperor themſelves , many others do the 
like ; the Monks of the Wildernefle are not behind: 
But above all that famous Monk Anthony (whom 


all Chriſtians honoured, even Conſtantine himſelf Athan. 
and all his Sons and Courtiers)-who wrote divers 4% *- 


Letters to the Emperour in Athanaſius his behalf , 
Praying him to take heed of the Meletians , for 
though their Do&rines were good , yet their pra- 
ice was ſcandalous , their informations calumnt- 
ous , and ſhewed little conſcience of truth (are 
there none like theſe men in theſe dayes> ) But no- 
thing will prevail , the Emperor returns negatives 
to all ; he tells the Alexandrians, that themſelves 
are pertinacious and turbulent, and hg 569 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


them, their Clerks and Virgins, to be quiet , for 
he will not call home Athanaſius , nor recede from 
what hz hid done. That Athanaſius was condem- 
ned by the Council , and was a ſeditious and unquier 
man. He told alſo Anthony the Monk, that he could 
not diſown the proceedings of the Council at Tyre 
againlt 1thanaſins, that though ſome might be his 
enemies, yet 15 1t not to be believed that ſo many 
learned mzn ſhould ſo fouly miſcarry , as to con- 
demne him without juſt cauſe, That Athanaſius 


is a turbulent man , and arrogant ; with other paſ-. 


fionate words, as in the Letters do appear, And 
thus the matter 1s concluded againſt Athanaſius up- 
on the Emperors paſſionate ſurmiſe ; A diſtemper 


N:ziar, fſuiting rather with Dyoc/eſtan then Conſtantines Pro- 
Excom. felliin. For a good mm becauſe himſelf 1s not 


Arn, 


prone to commit evil, is therefore not prone to 

condemne another good man, without clear 

grounds , which Conſtantine had not, Nevertheleſle 

my owa pen alſo mult beware how it touckes deeper 

upon the (incerity of Conſtantine then is meet, For 

Baromus taketh much pains to mollifie the harſhneſs 

of this at of Conſtantine (poſſibly from regard of the 

honor of the Roman Chutrch ſo highly extolled by 

Conſtantine as they report) as if all had been done 

| in policy to maintain the publique peace, and in 
favour to Athanaſius in conveying him out of the 

Way of the deadly purſuit of the Meletians and Art- 

ans, And it is very true that Writers do affirm, 

S»7. lib.z, that Conftantine ( the ſonne of Conſtantine the 
Great) tn his Letters to the Churches of «Alexan- 
dria upon his reſtoring of Athanaſius (left under 
his power by the death of his father) amonglt other 
things 


The Life of Athanaſius, 
things ſaith , That it was a favour in Conſtant;nethe 
Great to ſend «Athanaſius out of the way, unto the 
Biſhop of Triers , where he was well entertained 
| andwanted nothing , and that in the mean time the 
g | See of eAlexanaria was kept vacant for him ; and 
| that the Emperor had therein an eyeto the publique 
| peace. Andit is nolefle true that e Arhaxaſins. him- 
{elf , whatever he thought at the. preſent, time of 
his baniſhment concerning the Emperors anger , 
yet afterwards he was periwaded to conceive cha- Arhan. | 
ritable , er at leaſt to ſpeak charitably thereof, And 4P9 2- 
' therefore 1 muſt conjecture that although this ba- 
. | niſhment might originally ariſe from a dittemper 
r | of ſuddenpaſlion, yet afterwards it was continued 
| upon a prudential conſideration. 
t For Conſtantine WaS angry on both ſides » 4S MAY YefF 2. 
appear by his dealing with the Meletians ; who 
having thus by the help of the Arians travelled with 
iniquity and conceived miſchief to the Alexandri- 
ans, inthe concluſion bring forth falſhood to them- Þ 
ſelves ; for having now gotten the day, as they con [ 
ceived , againſt the Alexandrian C hurches , they 4 
expec glorious times, And Arizs1s now poſting in goc. tib. x. 
haſte to eAlexandria to get poſleflion , and as it cap. 25. 
ſeems 1s met in a triumphant manner by the. Mele- v0zom. ; 
tians , with their Biſhop Johz in the Vanne ; and = + FOR * 
coming thus to eAlexandria,the Arian party grows © 
rampant z and this meeting with an exaſperated 
| people atthe baniſhmenr of their Biſhop, breaks 
, | forth intoatumult , and therein bloud-ſhed enſues, [ 
and ſuch a havock , as the news comes to Conſtax- F: 
t1ople, And the Emperor ſends for eAr:us and the F 


Meletian Biſhop, who preſenting themſelves to 
the 
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cap. 2.9, 


Set, 3. 


_ an- outrage follows. 


Soc. lib.n, 


CAP. 25, 


for he cannot attain his end” f6r all this; 


his oath to manifeſt that he is real in the ſame ; 


BY IOge 


The "= of Achaaſs, | 


the Emperour, they are queſtioned 'as Authours of | 
difturbance, and muck of the' blarhe retting upoh a 
the' inſolency of the Meletians ; and their Biſhop 
( who'was no leſs adored by the Meſetians than P; 
thanaſiv #5 was honeured of the Alexandrians ) Con- 
antine would not be'diflwaded, but forthwith ba- 
niſhed him alſo; notwithſtanding that he had the 
whole Arian party to befriend him. - 

But as touching Ar: he 15 ſaved; yet not cafe, 
he'1s not 
petmitted to 99 to'' Alexandria,” bit muſ? ſtay at 
Conſtantinople, where he had not''tontinned long 
before another Tumlt is raiſed ever there: alſo. 
Fort Alexander Biſtop 'of C onſtavitinople Was 4a 
learned man, and nd leſs zealous againſt the Art- 
ans: then was alſo 'Athanaſ7ar, 'And the general 
ſtream of the people of that City were well mended 
alſo that way. And though the Arian party there 
were but few in compariſon, yet the preſence” of 
their 'great Rabbt thete made therh gather courage, 
and grew more bold then ordinarily they had been . 
and thereat diflaſte is taken, and | upon eccaſion 
The -Emperour awakened 
thereat, ſends for Arias, and askes' him what the 
matter-1s, that where-ever he eoes ſtill Tumults 
follow him ? and whether he doth really agree with 


the Nicene Faith ? ' And again 'he profeſſedly a- 


voweth that he doth fully agree thereto. The Em- 
perour commandeth him to fet the ſame down in 
writing under his hand, which he did in the Em- 


Perours preſence :' Hereto: the Emperour requires 
and 


that what he had 
written, 


he as readily maketh oath, 
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of | written, was according to the truth, and that it 
h | was hisreal judgment and opinion, But the Hiſto- 
» | 
ſ. 


rian ſaith, that ( toſave Arins from a plain tie and Theod. 
perjury ) at the ſame time gArins had his private /ib.1.c,14- 


m opinion in his own ſence under his own hand in 
- | writing, Which then he alſo kept under his. arm 
e | when he made his oath; and that «rs (wore in 
| relation to that , and not to what he ſubſcribed in 
3 | the Emperonts preſence, The Emperour having 
J this evidence of Ar:#s, his ſubſcription and oath, 
t Þ is now ſatisfied ; and will have him firſt to com- 
| municate with the Orthodox Church at Conſtanti- 
| mople, that he'might be the better qualified for 
a | communion with the Church at Alexandria, And 
- | accordivgly he writeth to «Alexander the Biſhop 
tl | of Conſtantinople to accept of eArizvs into Commu- 


nion : Alexanaer laying afide all further diſputes, 

( by which hitherto he had mightily oppoſed the 

Arian party, and by which he ſaw plainly there 

was no dealing nov with the Emperour ) betakes 

himſelf wholly to prayer to God, wherein he con- 

tinued feryently for divers dayes and nights ; mere 
eſpecially upon the day next before that Lords day 
wherein 1t 1s determined that 4r:i#s muſt be” admut- 
ted to the Sacrament : The ſumm of which Prayer, 5c. iis. r, 
becauſe Socrates reports it not with that caution 7. 2x. 
that became him to do a thing of that nature ; T 

ſhall relate 1t out of Arhana/ls his own Copy after Athan. E- 
this manner,  .}” WIE AR ON 


d, 


ſervant, O Lord, now depart in peace, and never ſee 


that day; aud deſtroy not thou the righteous _ 
£127 


communtcate with this people to morrow ; Let thy 
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\ The Life of Arhanaſtus, 
the wicked : but if thou wilt ſpare thy Church (a4 
Thou wilt /] pare it ) remengber the words of Euſebius . 
and grove #0t over thine mheritance, O Lord, to de- 
ſruttion and contempt, and take Arius out of the 
way, Leaſt he being admitted into commumon, Hee 
reſie ſhould ſeem alſo to be recerved into communion 
with the truth, and wickedneſs be accounted God- 
lixeſs. 
This Prayer reflefting upon the words of Eſe- 
bins, is to be intended of him that was Biſhop of 
Nicomedia, who now at Conſtaztinople had the whole 


condu&t of the matter concerning Aris; and who 


had ſent a meflage to Alexander, that in caſe he 
would not admit Aris in communion, Enſebius 
would baniſh Alexander from Conſtantinople, and 


put another in that place that ſhould do the work. 
"But Euſebius for all his bravery miſſed his expeRa- 
tion : for the Lords Day being come, about the 


twilight ( for it ſeems the Sacramental Supper was 
in thoſe dayes celebrated in the evening ) Arms 
with the Emperours authority,marches forth in ſtate 
out of the Emperours Hall, with Exſeb:#s, and 0- 


"ther Biſhops in his train, all of them being of the 


Euſebian ſe& ; and paſſing along the ſtreets in 
pomp, ( a ſtrange manner of addreſs to the Sacra- 
ment) came to the common place of Market, or 
Judgment ; inwhich place a ſuddain fear falls upon 


eArius, and therewith he is ſurpriſed with a Flux, 


waich enforced him to return himſelf behind the 
common fret and place of Judgment, into an 
houſe appointed for ſuch a purpoſe, and there ſud- 


 denly his ſpirit fails him ; his excrements and bloud 


run out, his belly breaks, his guts fall out, his. 
| | ſpleen 


» 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
ſpleen and liver follows ; and the people ſtaying 
long in expectation of him, and he not coming,they 
enter the place, and find that ſad ſpectacle of him 
lying. that manner dead, The newes whereof 
ſpreads ſuddenly ; the company of his afleciats is 


confounded : The Arians are ſmitten with terrour Achan, wn 
and ſhame, maby are converted, many more for- Ezi/t. ad qt 
merly, in a doubting way, are confirmed in the 242/07. oy 
Truth ; and the Emperour himſelf amazed, re- Bb 
fle&ting upon what Aris had ſolately done :-and © "0 
oenerally it is concluded, that God hath deter 4 
mined that no communion ſhall be betyveen the A- i 
rians, and the Orthodox Chriſtians, And thiat Al 
place where this dreadfull example appeared thus, ; 
was fof along time after rendred famous, or rather *Y 
infamous thereby ; many comung to ſee it, many "4 
more'paſſing by it, point at it, and no man daring + C 
to make uſe thereof after 1ts generally accounted * 
execrable : and ſo continues for a long time, till. F 
at length a rich man, being an Arian, purchaſed that © 
houſe, and pulled it down, and built another houſe bi 
in the 'room thereof to bury the memorial of ſo bu: 
formidable an example of Gods judgment in for- , 
oetfulneſs ; which-nevertheleſs (till remaineth in the = 
Memorials of Fame. 2 
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Cc A'P, EX. : 


The death of Conſtantine : The ſuceeſfiaw of 
his three Sons in the Empire: The return 
" of Athanifias 7s Alexandria, 


Riss thus out of the Werld, it might be 
expected that the quarrel concerning A- 
thagaſins might find the eaſter compoſal, 
and that the Emperour Conſtantzze will 
now be perſwaded to agree to his reſtoring to eA- 
lexardria ; but nowithltandivg the renewed ap- 
lications m2de to the Emperour from the, Alexan- 


drian Churches, yet the oppoſition,continues (hill, 
Neither will Gods: judyments from Heayen, nor 
mediation. on earth prevail againſt Conffantines/Prin- 
ciples, whatever they were, For now that Arias 
15, gone, Euſebjus his Champion doth ſo much the 
more mightily lay about him, in. the Arian cauſe, 
having alſo th other Biſhops to ſecond him, who 
once engaged, count it a diſparagement to be ſcared 
with the ſtrangeneſs of 47:45 his death ; and ſo the 
Alexandrian Churches cannot prevail to have ju- 
ſtice, no not from Conſtantine ;, nor will he regain 
his honour of doing juſtice herein ſo long as he 
lives ; and yet he carries the matter ſo, as the 
Euſebians ſhall gain no ground thereby : For leaſt 
he ſhould ſeem to favour the Hereticks, he pub- 
liſhes an edi& againſt them, taking away their 
Churches, commanding their members to joyn 
themſelves in communion with the Orthodox 
| Churches ; 


* 


{ 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
Churches ; forbiding alſo the meetings of the He- 
reticks, whether in publick, or private : all which 
he might well do, and yet little hurt to the Arian 
Cauſe : For they are of the Meletian Churches, and 


ſo in the repute of Conſt antine, Legal INCN 3 they S0z lib. x, 
- could own or difown Churches at pleaſure, and © 39. 


therefore out of the dint of the edict ; and yet are 
as 1l} as the worſt of thoſe that are within the com- 
paſs of the edi. For all this therefore Conſtantine 


15 not a declared enemy to the Arians as yet; nor _ 


will he be till they prove unquiet : Nay they, aad 
they alone, as touching Church affairs, ſhall be his 
Counſellours and Courtters, ſo long as they wall 
let him have peace in his Throne, though they turn 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt out of his Throne. And 
there were two things more that bef-ll in the Em- 

rours life time, which do much countenance the 
truth thereof, For firſt, ( if his beloved Hiſtorian 
Eu':bius Filhop of Ceſaria may be believed ) 
Conſtantine received the Sacrament of Baptiſm, in 


nature of a 214tcur a little before his death, not E»/eb. vir. 
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by the adminiſtration of A/sxander Biſhop of his £97: 


Imperial City, as might have becomed an Em- 
perour , but by the hands of Exſeb:ns of Nicome- 
dia, the patron of the Arian party ; and if ſo, the 
ſame was no good ſign, But if Baremss his relation 


may be: believed, its much worſe ; for he preveth, Baron. Az. 


according to his manner, that Conſfaztine hid been 
baptized by Sylveſter Biſhop of Rowe, and then if 
Enſebins alſo ſaith true, he was rebaptized ; and 
that ſhewes that he loved the Nicomedian water 
better then the Roman. But there 1s a ſecond. fign 


of Conſtautines diſpoſition, as ill, if not worſe then 
EA _ the 
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The Life of Athanafins, 


the former whereby he did (as much as in him did 
lye) ſtake the very Subfiſtence of the Orthodox 
party at the calt of the Dice , which was the truſt 
that ({ill he repoſed in the Arian Presbyter com- 
mended to him by h's Siſter Conſtantia, For he tru- 
fted him with the keeping of his laſt Will, and 
delivery thereof to his Sen Conſtantin after his Fa- 
thers death, as if Conſtantive intended therewith 
to commend the Presbyter alſo to Conſtantins, as a 
man meet to be truſted by him ; and alſo to com- 
mend to Conſtantius whatſoever the Presbyter 
ſhould bring along with him 3 and what ſad conſe- 
quences enſued thereupon accordingly, will appear 
afterward : yet if 1n all this hisrule was that of po- 
Iicy, it mult be acknowledged he adventured ſome- 
what too much to gain peace, and yet when all 
1s done, at the beſt he had but a troubleſome 
Reigne. 

Againſt theſe ſad ſymptcmes of Corſtantines dil- 
poſitton',” I muſt do him that right as to ballance 
tnereyith two other , mentioned by Writers, which 
ieem to thew that Coyſtartines judgement in mat- 
ters of Religion was Orthodox, One of which 
was that he cauſed his three Sons Conſtantine , (on- 


Conft, lib ſtanims,. and Copſtans , to be trained up in Ortho- 


4-* C.1Þ, c 2 
Thid. cap. 


A a 
E ad 


— 


dox principles , two of which Sons held conſtant 
their Profetſion, The ſecond thing was his Oration 
to the Saints , written by him, and publiſhed by 
Euſebius of Caeſaria ; wherein , eſpecially in the 
tenth Chapter of that Oration , he afſerts the Deity 
of Chriſt, He might therefore be well principled, 
but how far in his age misht be drawn aſide by the 
tlatteries of the Arians, may be conceived by what 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


1s written of him ; for it is evident that his policy 
ſometimes did divide between his judement and 
affeRions ; and upon that occaſion that yertue that 
ſo much ſounded in his name and the names of his 
Sons appeared but dimly many times ; for him- 
ſelf could ſometimes cenſure ſome as if they de- 
ſerved never to be trulted , and again truſt them 
as if they never deſerved cenſure ; and that may 
ſeem tobe the principal cauſe of Extropres his cen- 
ſure of him , that: he was Primo Impern rempore 
Optimis Prigcipibus , altimo medits comparandas, 
A man in his firſt time equal to the beſt of Princes, 
but in his later times inferiour ; yet in the general 
ſtream of his government he ſhewed himſelf wiſe, 
couragious, and after his manner zealous in ad- 
vancement of Gods Worſhip, though in his later 
times more for the Ceremony , and ſcarce thort of 
Superltition , the ordinary fault of Chrittian Prin- 
ces. He executed the greateſt part of his will be- 
fore he made it ; which was the diſpoſing of his 
Empire amongſt his three Sons , and ſetling them 
therein , whiles he was yet alive, He made his ſe- 


cond Son Conftantins his Executor ; yet bequeathed 


Athanaſius to his eldeſt Son Con/zrantize to reſtore 
him to his place at Alexandria ; ſoas it ſeemeth the 
equity of Athana(1us his caſe reſted with Conftan- 
tize , though he paſſed Sentence againſt him. The 
certain time of the beginning of his Life and 
Raien, and the continuance thereof are all uncer- 
tain, yetit is certain that he-'died ; but the moſt 
approved account by Hiſtorians 1s, that his Raigr: 
began about the year of our Lord three hundred 
and fix , and continued with CMaximinus, Max- 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
entius , and Licin#s, or one of them, till about 
the year three hundred ewenty and four , and 
thenceforth , untit about three hundred thirty and 
ſeven he raigned alone , and died in the ſixty ſixth 
year cf 1s age, 

After his death his three Sons ſucceed him in 
their ſeveral parts of the Empire. Conſtantine the 
eld-{t had his lotin the weſtern parts of the Em- 


pire, bounded on the Eaſt by the unconquered - 


parts of Germapy , containing the Bretiſh Iſles , 
Spain, France, Germany, Conſtars the youngelt had 
Illiricum, Greece and Africk, , and it ſeemeth 
Ttaly, Conflantins had T hrac1a, Conſtantinople , and 
what was conquered in eAſia, Conſtantine the el- 
deſt was hike his Father in affe&ing greatneſſe , but 
not in ſucceſle : For he thought he might be bold 
with his youngeſt brother (onſtans , and endeavou- 


red to gain Italy from him , but therein he loſt his- 


life in the field, and therewith that part of the 
Empire aiflolved to Conſtans by way of Conquelt, 
after that his eldeſt brother had: raigned about three 
years. Coxftans alſo was a brave and a juſt man , 
till he grew diſabled for ation by the Gowt , but 
then betaking himſelf to eaſe , he contracted diſca- 
ſer, and grew into diſhke of the people , and was 
murthered by Jazgnemias, who had been his Sub- 
ject, after he had raigned about ſeventeen years. 
Both theſe Emperors continued friends to the Or 
thodox Chriſtians during their times ; but they be- 
Ing dead, the whole Empire remained to Conſtan- 
2146 ; yet could he not gain quiet poſſeſſion without 
the Sword, For Magrentius had gotten poſſeſſion 
of Conſtx5 his part of the Empire, but he loft his 


life, 
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The Life of Arhanafius, 


life , or rater Caſt xt aivay in the quarrel with Coy- 
ſtantins ; which colt the Empire ſo much blood , as 


tor want of Souldiers, the Nortnern people had 
an eakie entrance opened to them into the Empire, 
to the utter ruin erect m the concluſion, 

The beginnings of the Raigns cf theſe three Em- 
perors are ſo diftcrenily obſerved by Writers, as it 
makes the order of itory concerning all affairs per- 
plexed , and amongit the reſt of thoſe affairs, con- 
c<rning eAthanaſins, For ſometimes they refle& 
upon the death ot ConSFarntine the Father , as the 
beginning of the Raigns of his Sons ; and ſome- 
times upon their ſeveral entries upon their goyern- 
ment in the life-time of their Father ; and they 
obſerve that Conſtantixe the Son began his Goyern-= 
ment in the tenth year of his Fathers Raign, and 
Conſtantims 1n the twentieth year,and Conſt ans inthe 
thirtieth year 3 which cannot well confitt with the 
joynt government of Maxextins , Maximinnus, 
and Lecenns, together with Conſtantine the Father 
of theſe three , Whoſe beginning being alſo uncer- 
tain , I ſhall skip over this block , and account the 
beginning of the Raigns of theſe three Empe- 
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rours , from the death of their Father , and have _ 


principal relation 1m the( proſecution thereof) to the 
Raiene of Conftantias , becauſe he was the Chief in 
aQtion in matters Concerning «Athanaſius , and was 
the ſurvivor of them all 

The beginning of his Raigne therefore will be- 
fal about the three hundred and ſeven and thirtieth 
year after th2 Incarnation of Chriſt , at which 
time Conftantine the Great 1s ſuppoſed to have 


| died ; by whoſe death the propagation of the 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


Nicene Faith is left in much hazard , in reſpect of 
humane help., by reaſon principally of the difte- 
rence 1n judsment 1n matters cf Religion, wWhere- 
in Con$tantins differed from the other Emperors his 
brothers. For many-headed Government never were, 
zor will be abl? to induce or propagate true Religion, 
becauſe truth is but one, ana many heads are ſupps- 
ſed to have many minds, and many wills, and many 
temptations, And though Conſtaxtins, as well as his 
brothers, was trained up in Orthodox Principles ; 


yet the Arian Presbyter formerly mentioned, was 


8 ; : " CI To 4, 
POTN 433% 


too hardfor him ; for he delivering to Cont antins 


his Father Conſtantizes Will , therewith delivered 
himſelf, and Conſtantius took both, and delivered 
himſelf to the Presbyter ; and hereby the Arian 
poyſon inſinuates into the imperial bloud , and gains 
the throne that formerly had been but attendant 
thereupon. A cunning man doubtleſle this Preſ- 
byter was , who being thus in favour with two 
Emperors ſucceſſively , did neverthelefle thus cloud 
himſelf, kept at Court, do ſo much , and yetno 
more , then a nameleſl2 Presbyter all this while. 
And as Cunning he was in his working, gaining his 
intereſt by degrees ; firſt with the ſervants at the 
Court , then with the Emprefle , and then with 
the Emperor , ſpreading this Arian infeRion as 
Leaven througa the Imperial Family, and from 
thence into the City of Conſtantinople, And thus as 
God had formerly madeuſe of the Imperial power 
toinduce and propagate Religion , ſo now the De- 
vil mikes uſe of the like power to propaeate er- 
ror, yet with this difference , Gods will is done 
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Conſtantins now come into power in ths Eaſtern 
Empire, the Arian Biſhops Exſebius, Theogms , 
Maris , Urſatins, and Valens, are at his elbow, 
and are {till the great Courtiers, and imploy their 
utmoſt intereſt for the advancement of the Arian 
Cauſe ; for thoſe Church-men whoſe conſcience 
will allow them to forſake their paſtoral charge , to 
live at the Court, that conſcience will alſo allow 
them to turn Apoſtates to any errour that ſhall come 
into faſhien there. And by this means principally 
the Arian Hereftie becomes now palt a bbe , and 
ſands in need no longer of their Meletian tutors, 
Bur the-Meletian Churches Rand rather in need of 
their pupils affiftance , and if themſelves will 
thrive , they muſt not onel y forgo their name, but 
their principles alſo, and turn Arians, or incur 
the danger of their diſpleaſure. But the condition 
of eAthanaſius becometh very difficult ; for though 
it was Conſtantizes will that he ſhould be reſtored 
to his Church and place at Alexandria; and had 
given his Son ConFtantine Charge concerning the 
ſame, in regard that Athanaſius , now at Triers, 
was under his dominion ; yet whether Alexandria 
was under the government of Conſtantins , and no 
part of Africk leftito the government of Conſtans, 
or how the government of the whole Empire might 
be ordered joyntly , Tunderſtand not ; but it is evt- 
dent , that Cox/tantius wrought much trouble to 
Athanaſius after his return to Alexandria, before 
Conftantins was poſlefled of the whole Empire , 
and that he began therein betimes. For Conftantine 
the eldeſt Son delayed not to execute his Bathers 
will, as touching Arhanaſins , in —_ 
6 Fs | rom 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


from his baniſhment, but having ſent for him , 
ſends him to Alexandria with his , mpertal Letters 
conmendatory ; telling them, that they kney that 
his Futher © 9»ſfantine did not banith Athanaſins 
out of diſpleaſure , bur ſent him out of the way of 
danger ; and that his Father when he died left it in 
charge to him that Arhanaſins ſhould be reſtored, 
and that in diſcharge of his uſt , and 1n anſwering 
their deſires , he now did ſend 4rthana/ims to them : 
And thus is Athanaſius now come with: honaur to 
A'exandria, after two years and four moneths 
abſence. Nor did Conffartivs in any manner then 
interpoſe that any Hiftory doth mention ; yet he 
had not beenlong there before Conftartires began to 
appear in Als proper colouts. 


Caip, X, 


The Death of Alexander Biſhop of Con- 
ſtantinople , aud the Succeſſion of Bi- 
ſhops there. 


Onſtautimople 1s now become the Imperial 
City , and the chief reſidence of Conftan- 
tis , and Great Rome not ſo happy or 
unhappy , as to be advanced to that ho- 

nour ; and the Biſhops of Conſlartinople hereby had 

great advantage of the Emperors netghbour-hoad, 

ſo long as they were both of one Way in Religion. 4- 

lexander had been Biſhop there now twenty years, 

famous for learning and zeal in Religion ; yet ſuch 
| Was 
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T be Life of Athanaſius, 
was Conſtantines principles , that Exſebias though 
an Arian, had tis right car , and did gain upon 
the Orthodox ; however Orthodox the Emperour 
Conſtantine was , after his death unconftaar Coy- 
Fantins pofletied the Throne at Conſtaxtizople , 
who having given up his very ſoul to his concealed 
Presbyter , portendeth a ſad time to Alcaander the 
Biſhop , to paſſe through in his old age, But God 
eaſed him of that care, for his death draws nigh ; 
and he perceiving it , ſends for the Elders of his 
Church , and tells them that he hath no leng time 
to continue with them , and therefore adviſes with 
them as touching his Succeflor , and then nomina- 
ting two , the one named Pans the other CMa- 
cedomus , he tells them that Paxlas was more ſuta- 
ble for Religion , and Macedomus more accepta- 
ble at the Emperours Court. After he dying, the 
Church elected Pawlus , truſting more to the love of 
God then to the favour of the Emperour. And ha- 
ving prevailed with ſome Biſhops then at Conſt ax- 
tinople , Panlas 1s admitted and ordained Biſhop 
there , as by the Canon of the Nicene Council 
they were inabled, | 

But E#ſeb:us and the Arians are much troubled 
hereat , and informeth Conſt antins thereof , who is 


Sor. lib.z, 


cap. 3. 
Soc. lib. 3, 
cap, 4: 


SefF. 2, 


noleſſe diſpleaſed thereupon then they, and isſoon $02. !;b.z. 
perſwaded to call a Council of Biſhops more fit for cap. 4. 


his work ; and therein Exſeh:»s by indire&t means, 
according to his wont , prevailed to have Panlys 
ejeted , and himſelf elected Biſhop of Conſtay- 
tinople, and is admitted by the Council , and con- 
firmed by the Emperour-, a fit Biſhop for his 
tooth ; yet he lafted not long, for within five 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


years healſodied, And the Church at Conſtantine- 


Soc. lib. 2 ple preſſe once more to obtain Par/ns, But fill 
£4p: 9» 19+ the Arians are in greatelt repute at Court , and in 


account the onely precious men , and they ele& 
Macedonias : And then ariſes tumults amongſt the 
people , the ordinary effe& of a Tolleration, And 
the Emperour then at the Council at Aztiwch being 
informed thereof , ſends Hermogenes a Commander, 
with a force to quiet the City ; but the tumults in- 
creaſe, Hermogenes is therein ſlain , and his body 
drageed about the Streets , and his houſe burnt, 
The Emperour at this newes is ſtartled , and haſtens 
to the City - Andafter ſome time , when the heat 


Soc. 1ih,z Is paſt, he made Macedonns Biſhop of Conftant:- 


C4Þ. I6. 


»ople ; but in theſe (tirres 1t loſt thelives of three 
thouſand one hundred and fifry men lain in the 
City. A dear purchaſe on all ſides, for ere a year 
cam? about, the Arians fall out with him alſo ; be- 
cauſe he ent a ep beyond them all in blaſphe- 
my ; for he did not onely aflert that Chriſt the 
Son of God 1s not co-eſſential with the Father , and 
that hes a creature and was made ; but that, The 
Holy Ghoſt the Third Perſon, 1s alſo a creature , 
* waich Aris had ſeemed to decline ; and hereof 
they complain to the Emperor ; who (for thts 
cauſe, but more eſpecially becuſe Macedomus had 


lib, 2 cap, removed the dead: body of his Fatner Conſtantine 


from the place waere it was formerly buried , and 


SoC, 9. 2. fg: other Cauſes) depoſed him: by his own Autho- 


rity : After whomit 1s ſaid by Sozomen 11b, 4. cap. 
24, tonat Eudoxius was put in his place , but whe- 
ther 1t be not ſpokzn by way of Anticipation , I 
Catnot (ay, for at the Council of Sardica , which 
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ſoon followed, I find that Fawlus was reſtored to 
his dignity as Biſhop of Conſtantinople , and [o 
- continued till the death of Conſtans ; andthen Con 
ſtantines being ſole Emperour , baniſhed Par!ns to 
Cucuſus , where he was murthered by the Arians. 
And eMacedenns is admitted again to his place at Soc-ib. r. 
Conſtantinople , where he exerciſed ſuch extream ©7-2*22% 
cruelty againſt the Orthodox Chriſtians , by all 
manner of tortures , meerly for their abſtaining 
from Communion with him , that their cries pre- 
vails even with Conſtantizs himſelf, to depoſe him 
again, After which Aacedomns forſakes the Arian Soz. lib. 4. 
principles, and became head of the Macedonian *: 2: 
Herefie , holding with the Orthodox as touching 
the Second Perſon in Trinity , but retaining fill 
his former opinion touching the Holy Ghoſt, Nor 
do the Hiſtorians mention any Succeſſor at Conſtan- 
ve 6 , till the time of the Emperour YValens , who 
by his power did put in Exdoxizs, who neither 
was good Biſhop nor geod Chriftian, but a looſe 
deceitful min : And in perſecution of the Ortho- 
dox Chriftians in his time , beyond all his compant- 
ons , and ſo continued until his death , after he had 
deen ten years Biſhop, both Valens the Emperour 
and eAthanaſins being Gill alive, HER | 
] have made this digrefſion touching the Biſhops Se, 3, 

of Conſtantinople during the life of Athanaſius , for 
the better underſtanding of the affairs concerning 
aim : For the Biſhops of Conſtantinople being , ac- 
cording to the Emperours humour , Arians, did et- 
ther lead or were led by the Emperours in all their 
tranſactions concerning the Churches , and ſo chief 
enemies to Hrhanaſins, during all their time, Fr 
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by the nigh conjunction with the E 
rown to that height , that though Rowe might a- 
out thoſe times begin to put up head for the Sy- 
premacy , the Biſhops of Con/taztzzople appeared 
as acheck upon them, and might have given them 
the mate, but that the Roman Biſhops had the 
advantage of the Orthodox Biſhops, joyning with 
them as aſſertors together with them of the do- 
&rine of the Sacred Trinity in Unity of the God- 


head : Although it afterwards appeared that the 


Se, 4. 


Theod.1l:b, 
2. Cap. 2. 
SO0z. lib.3, 
Cap. 2. 


Roman Biſhops abuſed.their principles to the gain- 


ing of Authority for themſelves over the canſci- 
ences of the Orthodox Churches 1n the Conclu- 
fion. 

' Now as touching Athanaſtus his return to the 
Churches at Alexandria , it Was {o acceptable , and 
their joy ſo. triumphant , as 1t occaſioned the Ari- 
ans to envy: thereat , and taking offence where no 
offence was. given,, they give offence themſelves 
by .raifing tumults ,-and then charge the ſame up- 
on' Athanaſius , as if his coming to Alexandria 
was the cauſe of ſedition, tumults, and bloud-ſhed, 
when as the true cauſe was their own envy and di- 
Kempered minds, at what they ſaw was come to 
paſſe. Now in what relation the City of Alexan- 
aria and Egypt then ſtood , whether in ſubje&ion 
toConſtantine, Conſtaunns, of Conſtans appeareth in 
no Writer that I can find - But the Arians at Alex- 
ardria have recourſe to Conſtantinople', with their 
complaints againſt «4thanaſius , where they meet 
with Erſeh;us and Theogms , who glad of their ac- 


| quaintance, undertake ta countenance the ſame 


before the Emperour, 


CaPk, 


Emperours, 
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The Athanaſins 
C fo P. XL 


The Conncil at Antioch, where Aahanaſins 
is baniſhed: Hu eſcape from his enemies: 
The firſt Arian Confeſſion of Faith is made 


at Antioch, 


Uſebins now Biſhop of Cenſtantinople, having 5:9. 1; 

now gotten both, Wind and Sun of eAtha- 

naſins, brings in complaints againſt e,Atha- 

114 [1145 With full {ail, and unlades them be- 
fore the Emperour, who eaſy believes any thing 
againſt Asþare/749 tnar bath but a criminal ſound; |, 
and is ſoon reſolved to call a Council at Aztiach, _ As 
and. try the matter before himſelf in full Councy. 
Now. had Athanaſins helden quiet pefletſion of his 
Church at 4lexandria, bnce his return, by the 
ſpace. of four years ;, that is to ſay, during. the life 
of Conſtantine the Son of the great Conſtantene, and _ 
until the Council at. A7zoch ; which as Socrates 7914+ 
noteth, was about five. years after. the death. of Com 
ſtantize the Great, So as now Athanaſus his Pa-, Sox, lib.z, 
tron being dead (for he was {lain at Aqwilera ) the cap. 5: 
influence from Conſtaztins upon him was the more 
malevglent, but yet much worſe by the conjunQtt- 
on with Enſehins now Biſhop of Conftantinaple ; 
| wWho-having gained the /mperial City, he writes. bis 
| Letters te Julius Biſkop of Rome, letting: him know Theed. 
of the. complaints made againſt Athanaſius ; and 1ib. 2. c. 4- 
that, it was the. Emperours. mind that. the ſame 
(hauld. be tried before, a Cauncil,. and that the Ear = 
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rour had ſummoned a Council to be holden at 
Amntioch for the ſolemn Conſecrating of a Church 
there, which formerly was begun by Conſtantine 
the Great, and now finiſhed by Conſtamius. A 
fair pretence. of building of Churches'': . hut moſt 


men underſtood them aright, that it was rather for— i 


the pulling down of the Church of Chrilt by ba- 
niſhment of Athanaſius, which 1s generally known 
they threaten, And for this cauſe divers of the Or- 
thodox Biſhops come not at all; and others of 
them that are'1n their journey are ſeized upon, and 
impriſoned by the way ; and by thatunjuſt means 


many eſcaped (trong temptations, Which otherwiſe 


they had been expoſed unto by their pteſence at 
the Council, Nevertheleſs there met at that Conn- 
ctl one hundred Biſhops ſaving one,and among(t the 
reſt Euſebins, now Biſhop of Conſtantinople failed 
not ; for «thanaſias is his deſigned morſel,without 
which his appetite cannot be ſatisfied , yet its pro- 
bable he miſſed his expeRation : for if he were at 
the beginning of the work, before he could ſwal- 
low what he imagined was his own, death took 
him out of the way, and cartied him to his laſt ac- 
count concerning the Deity of the Son of God, and 
concerning the outrages done to the people of God. 
Nevertheleſs the Council go2s on, and Car/tan- 
ti4s himſelf ſees to the chace, and 4thanaſins his 
matter comes to :conſideration, although he nei- 


ther” was'preſent, nor for eught appears, was ſum- . 


moned, The Crimes laid to his charge ; Firſt, that 
without Watrant or Order from any Couticil, he 
returned from baniſhment, and poſſeſſed himſelf of 
the Church of Alexandria, Secondly, That being 

come 
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The Life of Athanafius, 

coms thither, 'he raiſed Tumults amongſt the peo- 
ple ; wherein ſome are ſlain, others. impriſoned, 
and- others otherwiſe puniſhed. And laftly, for 
want of other matters, they revived the complaints 
raiſed- againſt him at the Council of T'yrus, and 
theſe are charged againft him anew. How unjuſtly 
theſe things are thus charged againſt eFthanaſins 
may-thus appeat 4 The laſt charge concerning the 
matcers at 'the Council at T yrs, needed no an- 
\wer, for they were buried in their very birth, and 
their: own evidence failing, can _never be revived, 
The: ſecond Article concerning Tamults, was by 
the - Apologetical Epiſtle of the Alexandrian 
Church'declared to be falſe ; wherein they tell Con- 
ftantins, that: the. Catholick Church uſes no ſuch 
weapons in their warfare as death, impriſonment, 
bonds, or corporal puniſhments , concerning winch 
the civil Magiſtrate can give further accompt. And 
as to the firſt charge, it was a wilfull miſtake 3 For 
eAthavaſins was not baniſhed by. the Emperour in 
order to the ſentence of the Council at Tyras 
which depended upon appeal before him, but upon 
new matters originally arifing- before him ; -and 
theſe being of a political confideration concerni 
the publick peace'; the Emperour might as ell 
reſtore eAthanaſus without the Council, as baniſh 
him without the Council. "oY 

But Athanaſins caſt a blotk in the way of thetr 
whole proceedings : he ſaw their intentions ; for 
whio ſaw them not ? he therefore delayes his: ap= 
pearing at «Antioch, if he were ſummoned, . and 
left them to proceed without hearing of both parts. 
This : being underſtood by C onftantins, he ſends to 
G aps 
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apprehend eAthanaſiss ; but he being aware there- 
of, withdrew himclf out of the way, and hid him- 
ſelf for the preſent, and afterwards eſcaped away 
to Rowe, Some write that he was ſent for by the 
Biſhap of Rome upon the Letters of complaint 
from Euſeb1#5, and both may be true ; for after 
that Exſebius had ſent his Letters, its ſaid that the 
Biſhop of Komve anſwered the ſame by his Letters ; 
and intimated, that Athanaſius could not with 
ſafety come for trial where io much prejudice wag 
again(} him ; and therefore he tells Euſebius, that 
thoſe -matters againti Athanaſirs ſhould be heard 
at Roe, where allo a Council was to be holden, and 
where order ſhould be taken for eAthavs/tws his ap- 
gearing. And accordingly Exſebms and the An- 
nechian Council in their reply to J*lms his Let- 
ters did agree thereto, and promiſed to ſend to 
Rome their charge againſt eAthanaſins, with theif 
Delegates to proceed againſt him, And this might 
be a ground for the Biſhop of Kewe to ſend to e- 
thenaſius to come to Rowe, and for the Biſhop of 
Rowe at the Council there to hear the Cauſe, and 
for the Council at eAmoch to ſend their delegates 
thither ; and yet no Supremacy hereby veſted in 
the Biſhop of Rowe over the Aſian or Aﬀeican 
Churches. 

Thus eſcaped « Mthanaſins to Rome, where 
he finds Pans the baniſhed Conſtantinopolitan 
Biſhop waiting there alſo for relief, as well as him- 
ſelf : But as yet whatever the Antiochian Coun- 
cils letters mention concerning Mrhayaſius his Tri- 
al at Rome, they proceeded nevertheleſs to baniſh 
him,” the Emperour alſo confirming the ſame : 


This 
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worle , which was their ſudden eleftion.of Grege- eap, 8. 

_ ry Bilkopof Alexandria in the roam of Athawa- 
ſous, who was a man altogether unknown both to 
the Church and Province of Alexandria z and yet 

| which was workt of all, they being a Council, did 
 ſendhim and ſettle him with a force thatbrought 
him in by bloud. And all this done by a Vote pro- 
cured as 1l1 as all the re({t ; For whereas their Coun- Akan, 
cil conſiſted of one handred Votes well nigh, yet 4pol. +. 
they could not find forty to agree in this Vote, #?*f- 7»!. 
Onely the Emperours Vote concurring, , put all the ****: 
relt 0 fGilence. But ſuch as the work , ſuch was the 
iflue, for Gregory continued there ner long , before 
not onely the Orthodox Chriſtians , but even the 
Arians alſo were weary of him 5 and for his cruel 
and bloody entrance,and his imperious government, gc, lib. ., 
and olutteniſh indulgence , thruſt him out of his cop. 10. 
government , and put in George of Capaderie in tis 2%: th 3. 
place ; and yet he alſo,nor St. George neither,as will © ©: 
hereafter appear. 1 
The Council at Antrch having thus done what 5,7 

they can againſt Athanaſius , have one thing more by 
to do, For the Biſhop of Rowe had ſorely taxed 
this Council for ſiding with the Arians againſt the 
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Nicene Ceuncil, unto which neverthelefle all the 
ſeveral members of this Council, or the moſt part of | 
them, had ſubſcribed. This the Antioctian Council 
fear will Rick upon them , for their conſciences told J1 
them that they had done ſomewhat that might de- 4 


ſerve ſuch impuration ; and that it would be a 
ſhame for ſo many learned men to be relapſed ine 
Council , and ſo many reverend Bulhops to be re- 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
puted diſciples to Ariu , who was but a Presbyter, 
defamed in his doEtine , life and death. They be- 


think themſelves therefore of a declaration to the 


Churches, wherein they ſet forth , That they are 


-not faln from the Nicene Faith ; neither are they 


diſciples of - 1714 , and 1n witneffe thereof , they 
there make Conſellion of their Faith : A company 
of fickie hearted Biſhops they were. They are not 
falr? from the Nicene Faith , nor will they own 1f. 
They will have a Confeſſton of their own', and 
yet will own none : They frame a Confeſſion and 
publiſhit, and then like it nor, By that time that 
they are Warm in their work of Confeſſion , they 
repent of what they nave confefled, and confeffe 
aneiv to this purpoſe, 


' Webelievt in ont God the Father Almighty , Ma- 


ker of All things » And tm one Lord Jeſw Chriſt, | 


Hu Ontly begotten Sou , God by whom all things are 
made ; Begotten before all things of the Father : Ged 
of God, Whole of Whole ; Onely of Onely ; Per- 
fett of Perfeit ; King of King ; Lord of Lord ; 
T he Living Word, Wiſdom , Life, True Light ; Way 
of Truth : Reſurretion ) Power ; Doer - T hat He 
cannot be converted , nor changed ; The Expreſſe I- 
mage of the Deity ; Fſſence , Virtue , Council , and 
Glory of the Father. The Firſt Begotten of every 
Creature, Who was in the begruning with God, The 
Word by whom all things are made, and in whom 
all things conſiſt ; who inthe laſt dayes came from 
Heaven , us bornof the Virgin; Made Han, and 
the Mediatir of God and Man : The Apoſtle of our 


Fatth, and Lord of Life , Who ſuffered for us, aroſe 
I | # 
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for uu the third day, and aſcended to Heaven; And 

fitteth at th: right hand of the Father, And ſhall 

gome wuth glory aud power to judg the Quick and 

the Dead, And in the Holy Ghoſt , which giveth 
comfort , ſanttification and perfetlion to Beltevers. 

And the words Father, S821, and Ho!y Ghoſt do ex- 

att y expreſſe the proper Perſon, Order and Glory of 

every of thems ſo named, 7 hat they are three in per- 

ſons-, bit 1 conſent 0XC, - 

If any mas ſhall reach onght acaiaſt the right and 
ſound Faith of the Scriptures, or that there is, or 
was 4 time or age before the Son of God was made , 
Let him be accar ſed ; 

And if any man ſhall call the Sen a creature, 4s 
one of the creatures ; or a branch , as one of the bran- 


ches ; Let bum be accurſed. 


Many more words they are then. in the Nicene 
Confeſſion, and yet not enough ; They will ſeem 
to allow to Chriſt all that can be deſired , and heap 
up many of his titles,” and might have out of the 
Text heaped many more. And for all this they vill 
not . allow Chriſt all his excellencies, He ſhall be 
allowed to be before all time , but not coeternal 5, 1;6.. 
with the Father. He ſhall be Lord of Lord, but cp. 5. 
not conſubſtantial with the Father, If their mean- 
ing then be one and the ſame with the Nicene Con- 


| feſſion ; why then do they differ in words ? unleſſe 'p 
- they intend thereby that people ſhould Aick to no i 
one form , but to take up any that ſhall come to i 


hand , and thereby ſwallow down errour more un- 
ſenſibly. Like to many in theſe late Parliaments, 
Wherein Much endeavoir- hath » been for a form of 
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Articles of Faith that might be eſtabliſhed by Law, - 


but lictle or nothing could be effefted, The conſci- 
ences of men have been ſo render , that they can- 
not endure any form of wholeſome words ; but like 
this Antiochian Council , they like the Nicene 
Faith ; and yet will have liberty to differ from it ; 
they will publiſh one , ſo as they be not bound 
thereto , but be at liberty to change. 

The newes of this new Antiochtan Confeftion 
coming to Athana(;as, made him the more earneſt to 
aflert the Nicene Confeſſion;and being now to make 
his defence before the Council at Rome , he as was 
uſual in ſuch caſes, declared the ſubRance of his 
Faith before the Council , ſo compendioufly, and 
with ſuch apt expreffions , that the Council cauſed 
the ſame to b2 publiſhed, for the further clearing 
forth of the Nicene Faith , which formerly had 
paſſed abread variouſly , in regard of the lofle of 
the Orteinal Cepy of the Acts of the Nicene 
Council ; yet it ſeems that Athanaſius his Confeſ- 
fon was ſomewhat more large then the Nicene, 
in the doctrine concerning the Holy Ghoſt , to ob- 
viate the Macedonian Herehe which ſprang up of 
later times. But whether that Confeſſion of Arha- 
»a/ius had thoſe particulars concerning the Cathe- 
Iick Church , the Communion of Saints, and the 
eſtate after death , or whether they were added af- 
terwards 1 know not ; but they have been thus re- 
ceived by the Churches , and this Church of Exg- 
land to this day. 

What ever more then this was done at the An- 
fiocman Council , I ſhall not meddle with ; but 
thus far Conftantins hath ſeemed to gain his inten- 
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tions , and yet he gained net his ends. For henow 
had taken up a reſolution to bring all the Eaftern 
people into one Religion with himſelf, And Exſc- 
bi told him this could never be done, ſolong as 
Athazafins (tood thus in his way ; which in plainer 
words 1s, that Athezaſ5 mult be put to death be- 
fore the Emperour can accom>liſh his work, But 
God had otherwiſe determined. The Antiochian 
Council could dolitile more then ſhey their teeth ; 
For Athanaſire is now out of their reach, and 
God finds other work for Couſtartizs, The newes 
- comes to him of the falling of the Franks in upon 
the borders of the Empire, and he mult look to 
that ; and the Eaſtern parts of the Empure, eſpe- 
cially the City of Amnvch, is grievoully tofled by 
Earthquakes ſucceſſively renuing by the ſpace of a 
whole year ; and the Council there aſſembled muſt 
look to that, and move and remove, and atlength 
Ive over , before they have done what they in- 
tended. And thus Athaxa/ins is left to ſtand or fall 
at the Council at Rome. 
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2 The Life of Athanaſius. 


: I CAaiP, XII. 


Athanaſius acquitted by the Council _at 
Rome, Conſtans the Emperonr faven- 
reth the Orthodox C briſttans. 


$:8, 1. He City of Kowe hath now the honour to 

"I py be an Aſſ7lam, or a City of refuge, for the 

perſecuted Biſhops , who are fled from 

_ the rage of Conſtants his perſecution , 

which ſo ated the hearts of the Weſtern Bi- 

ſhops ,. that a Council 1s called at Rome , many of 
4mm. the Eaſtern Biſhops alſo being movers thereof ; 

4 -R and upon the Summons nolefle then three hundred 


Biſhops met togetner. And there alſo Athanaſius 
upon tis Summons appeared ready to make his 
Juſt Defence, And hereof notice is given to them 
Vid. Epiſt. at Antioch , and that the Council was "ready for the 
Jul. hearing of the cauſe, if the cauſe on their part was 
ready for them ; and therefore delired them toſend 

to Rome ſome with authority from them at Amti- 

ech , to proſecute the matters in charge againſt 
Athanaf :ns, This Meſlage from the Roman Coun- 

cil paſſed alſo under the ſhadow of C onſtans his Im- 

perial Letters to his brother Conſtantias to the ſame 

voc, b, 2, purpoſe, The Antiochian Council hereupon ſend 
_ £2p. 24: fonrof their Members as Delegates , who firſt made 
4eY '3* their application to the Emperour Conſtans , and 
endeavoured to vindicate the hor.our of the Anti- 


ochian Counctl in their proceedings againſt Athana- 


fus , as alſo as touching their dodrrine - and as evi- 
, dence 
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dence therecf' they produced before the Empercur 
Conſtans a Contethon of Faith which they pretend | 
to be the Confeflion made 'by them at the Council 
at Antioch; but in truth framed by the Meſſengers 
themſelves , mere ſuitable to their preſent purpoſe : 
For by their principles of tendernefſe andliberty of 
conſcience, as the C ounct! dd alter their Confefs1on 
according to the occafion ; ſo it ſeems might theſe 
their repreſentatives do the like , ſo as might beſt 
ſerve their own turn, This Confeſsion which they 
taus produced , though the value thereof be ſmall, 
in regard of the contriyers thereof and their aimes 
in contriving the ſ:me ; yet ſeeing by comparing 
of the one With the other , the truth of their de- 
fien , though not their deſign cf truth , will the 
better appear, I ſhall ſet down the ſame. 


we belicve in one God the Father Almight y, Maker 
and Worker of all things, from whom all father- 
hoed of. Heaven and Earth is named. And in hus 
one begotten Son Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , before all 
ages begatten of the Father , God of God , Light of 
Light. By whom all things are made Viſible and 
I,rfble, Who is the Word, Wiſdom, Vertue, Life, 
rue Light ; wWhoin the laſt dayes 15 incarnate for 
«4, born of the Holy Virgin , Crucified, dead , and 
buried ; On the third day he aroſe again, Aſcended 
1xto Heaven, fitteth at the right hand of the Father, 
Ard at the end of ages ſhall come to judge both the 
Onickh and the Dead, and to render to every one Ac- 
cording to his works , of whoſe Kingdom: ſhall b: 39 
end , but it ſhall remain for ever : For he (hall ſi; at 
the r1ght hand of the Father to the end of this world, 
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The Life of Athanafivs. 


and in the future. And in the Holy Ghoſt , that us 
the Comforter , whom the Father promiſed to the 
Apoſtles, and after His aſcention into Heaven, ſent, 
that he ſhould teach and inform them a'l things ; by 

0 


whom all Believers ſouls ſhall b: ſanitified, w 


ul y believe in Him, And the Church determines all 


' Arhan. 
Ent. 11 
©alit. Vt. 


thoſe tobe falu fromit , who do ſay that the Sonof 
God is of mathins , or of other ſub#ance then 
the Father, Or that time mas when He was 
x0, 


— 


Sa as theſe m2n will have the Emperour believe 
that the Council at Antweh do adhere to the Nicene 
Faith , wiiles thzy athrm that the Son is of no 9- 
ther ſubltance th:n the Father; and yet will not 
hold forth char he is cozternal with the Father. But 
the Emoerour Conſtans being fully informed 1n all 
particulars , and obſerving the unconſtancy and un- 
ſetled concluſions and principles of the Antiochian 
Council , that they firſt agrez upon one Confeſ- 
fion of Faith, and then fall from that and take up 
a ſecond, and that thzir Delegates now aye that alſo 
and hold farth a third ; he diſmiſſed them with their 
Faith to the Council at Rome 5; where when they 
arrived, vretending fo proſecute their charge again 
Athanaſias , and finding him prepared with his 
witne({:s, and that the Emoerour had none there to 
repreſent his perſon as Preſident ; but that the 
Council w1s left to regular proceedings. The De- 
legatzs failed in their proſecution , and pretending 
frivolous excuſes departed home. Nevertheleſfle the 
Council exveRed the return of them or ſome others 


in their Read to proſecute their complaints, but 
after 


k 
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after a years waiting, finding their expeRation vain, 
they proceeded to examine the defence made by 
Athanaſixs ; and. upon peruſal of the Letters from 
the Alzxandrian Churches, and hearing of Wit- 
nefles produced, the-Council acquit Athanaſus, 
and reftore him to his Church again, ' The like 
they did alfo with others ; by vertue whereof they 
repaired to their leveral places, and poſſefled them 
again, And ſome Writers affwm that Athanaſins 
d1d return to Alexaxdri4 again upen that account 
alſo : wich if he did, it was not long ere he is in- 
formed that Hil{arims the Emperours Lievtenant 
had given order to his Soldiers for a Randezvous ; 
and thereupon, or upon other cauſe of ſuſpicten, 
he provided for himſelf accordingly. And the 
night follo:ving cometh Hil/arims to Alexandria, 
in a dark ftormy night, and being informed that 
Athaxaſins had hid himſelf in the Church called 
T heoxa, he beſet the ſame on all fides, and the ſol- 
diers breaking in ſuddenly at once by the doors and 
windows on all fides, made as ſtrict a ſearch as they 
could, but found nothing concerning Athaxaſias, 
and ſo returned as they came : And the next 
news tnatis had of Athanaftns, is that he is at Rome 

Un. 

'7 The Council at Rome having done what they 
could in the matter concerning Athanaſius, certific 
the ſame by their Letters to the Eaſtern Biſhops ; 
the penning of which letters they lea'e to the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome, and ſo the Council is ciflolved. 
The Biſhop of Rome accordingly wrote the Letters, 
and whither the matter it ſelf or the manner c£ 
writing was too ppinant, or the Eaſtern Biſhops were 
already 


OT 


Soz. lib.'3. 
cap. 7, 


Niceph, 
Hift.lit,g. 
Cap. 8. 
Tyiparrt, 
Hf. Gb.g. 
Cap. 19. 
Sor. lib. 4 
cap 8. 


A ain LOR :- , TOLL” -- co» ow -— _ #1 7-- I __—— " _- — = tte = s wif | 
A » po 3 . ON 4 _— 9 eres yaw . , , y ay - : _ = d . - Ss : . s 
DL dts Co _ *g p yr i" Wa as veep h— ye 4 Ws » wi? eo OY _ : 6h os ag #5 -- bows , Pp amr 9s " Mig; . ” £ Ss Y : 

- wy ——— bs Oh pes 1", . »A a OO 0 . $ 7 » - % "> arg SHEN FE A Ws +5 ” 2 I, > <4 «<> — 3 IR... bk. Wo » Aſa 1/8 EX a7 " on 

A - — _ 2 4 a . ” F< — q - o d 1 ws LEES <> : As . 3 *. — m4 o : . v2.00} 0 . k y _ 00 ww. 96.4 

_ OI A 4 - I = = . . ey Mins + Ange eos 4 ©. 26 ws 4 -- en f Fa. ” - * 
Boe —— _ Sno 2 | ET a = - he 0; LIE. «> ; a. J 
- wo bd 4 __ - GOT AOL. ak . l p- / 


S 3c. {ib , 
Cap, 11. 
N iceph. 
H:}. lib.g. 
C4p. 8. 


be EY 


The Life of Athanaftus, 


——_—— 


inſtead of writings an anſwer, chide, and tell the 
Biſhop of Rome that he took too much upon him, 
and that they will not abide his order. And thus 
( if Hiſt>rians borrow not too much from fancy ) 
ſ2rang the ſchiſm bztwe2n the Eaſtern and the 
Weitern Caurches, upon the point of Supremacy ; 
which alſo was not a little increaſed from the diver- 


fity of the Civil intereſts, between Conſtans and 


Cenſtantins, who alſo were no leſs divided in their 
Principles in matters of Religion, which did blow 
th2 ſparks formrly hidden in thz embers, into a 
fAim2 of p2riecution, Rel:gi9n miy be 1n danger 
in A government under ont Head, but u never ſafe 
11 4A government under many, 
Athanaſtas non at Rome again, having formerly 
repreſented his condition to Conſtantins by an A- 
pology mide and tranſmitted to him, yet could ob- 
fain no favour ; h2- nov aftzr three years walting, 
ſends that to the Emperour Con/fans ; who by this 
tim2 was no leſs then his brother Conſtartius a- 
wakened vvith the loud peal that the Letters between 
the Eaxitern an] Weſtern Biſhops did ring in the 
world , and thzreupon thzir Councils adviſe them, 
for the ſafety of doth their Empires, to unite to- 
gether againſt the common Enemy now upon their 


orders, and to lay afide animoſities, and compoſe 


thediffzrences 1n matters concerning Religion by 
a general Council, This ſeaſon Athanaſias chool- 
etn for ns application to the Emperour Con/taxs, 
and by the Biſhop of Rem?'s means gains acceſs to 
the Emperour ; to whom he repreſented the many 
calumnies and 1nyuries he daily ſuffered from the 

Arians, 


my exaſperated, I determine not '; but they 


$ 
pg -v 
a 
= 
L 
Fi 


”R 
$ 
I 
- 

F 
\ 
»* 

4 
bo 


= F.. >» at = 
er” = FOrets T oh ' 287 Tr. 


_ : ' 
Har 


-_A — -—o <0 vwwayd - 5 


The Life of Athanafius, 


wait continually to take away his life; -and that 
they purſued him not ſo much for any perſonal re- 
ſpects, as for the rooting up the Nicene Faith, 
which he had hitherto aflerted, and Which'alfo was 
aſſerted and owned by Conrftaxtize the Great'; and 
therefore Athanaſins humbly beſought Conſtans to 
remember his fathers piety, in calling the Coun- 


cil at Nrre for the vindicating of the Truth ; and 


that he would ſucceed his Father in undertaking the 
cauſe of Religion and proteRtion cf the Orthodox 
Faith, and regard the perſecuted eftate of himſelf, 


who was ready to juftifie againſt all the criminati- 


ons that his enemies can produce againſt him. 
Hereunto alſo the Biſhop of Rowe ſubjoyned his re- 
{Sy that Coſians would endeaveur with his bro- 
ther Conſtants that a general Council of the Bi- 
ſhops of both Empires might be joyntly holden; for 
the ſerling of the people of both Empires in peace 
and unity, And well it was that there was ſome 
that fudied the peace of the Church, ſo; far as to 
be earneſt for a general Council ; For poſſibly if 
ſuch a thing ſhould be now moved in Ex7/and, it 
would be anſivered, that its neceſſary for the Church 
to be under a perpetual ſeparation : as ttany hold 
it no l:ſs neceflary that the Common-wealth ſhould 
be for ever k?pt from their [iberty of a free and 


full Parl:1ament. 


Conſtans the Emperour now at :/laiz being $ef, < 


thus importuned, determined to proceed therein 
accordingly, And becauſe it appeared that the 
Eaſtern Biſhops began to interpoſe touching Su- 

Premacy ; 


Arians, and his unjuft deprivation and'baniſhment Theed. 
by the Council at 4mtech; and that they lay in (b.2.c.4- 
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premacy ; he writes therefore to his brother Cox. 


_ ftantins, ſhewing him. the neceſſity of calling a ge- 


ncral Council of the Churches of both Empires, and 
importuning him to improve his authority in calling 
the Eaſtern Biſhops to appear at a Council to be 
holden at Sardica in 1lkria, This City was upon 
the confines of both Empires, yec more commo- 
dious for. thoſe of the Eafteruy Empire, whereunto 
the Emperour Conſtans had ordered 1ummons for 
the Biſhops of the Weſtern Empire to come at a 
time appainted : Corfoantens having received Cop- 
ftans his Letiers, made no difficulty therein, but 
forthwith iſflued forth his Letters of ſummons alſo, 
according to Conftaxs his Letters, - After this a- 
oreement Athanaſins comes to Millain by expreſs 
order from Conſtaxs ; and there in the preſence of 
the Emperour and many others, Athanaſms de- 
clareth the manner of his return from Trers to eA- 
lexaxydria, and of his carriage at Alexandria, the 


. complaints againſt b'm by the Arians, his juſtifi- 


cation of himſelf, the proceedings of the Council 
at eAntioch againſt him, the manner of his eſcape, 
his Apology ſent to Co:ſtantins to mollifie his dil- 
pleaſure againſt him, the Letters teſtimonial from 
the Alexandrian Churches, and he offered toprove 
all by witneſſes ra vece. Burt the Emperour re- 
plied that Athanaſins ſhall have a full hearing be- 


fore the General Council at Sardrica, and there- 


fore willed him to prepare himſelf for his defence 
there. Nevertheleſs Conſtaxs was unwilling thoſe 
things ſhould be apened before a General Council, 
and wereforc endeavoured to prevail with ie 10] 


195, asSWell in the behalf of eAthanaſins as others, 
; for 
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for the refiitution of ihem to their ſeveral places 
in a private way ; but the Arians were in the ne- 
gative, and too powerfull, and thus there paſled a 


year and fix months befcre the day of the meeting 
of the Council came. 
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The Conncil at Sarcica - The Schifm by the 
Arias Council at F bil; ppopolis, 


He Ccuncil being met at' Sardica upen the 523 - 
day frehxed, which was about Six years 


after the Council called at eAztiech, and | 
about eleven years after the ceath of Con- 5. 1;6... 4p 
| ftantize the Great: So as Atkayaſius hath been ab- cap. r6. | 
' ſent from Alexandria at Rome Y:x years intirely, 008 
| or three years ard three years, which makes up the Poll 


fix years ſpcken ot by writers, allowing enely a 5,2. 1;6. :, F110 
ſmall time for Athanaſius his return frum the cp. 10. ut 
Council at Reme to eAlerondria, and his fl:eht 

from thence back again to Rowe upon the ccming 
of Hillarins, The firſt thiee years being ent in F 
debate between the rwo Councils at Amzech and Pi 
Rome, and the other-three years in the gaining of vo 
Conſtays and Conftartius, and the Councils mect= _ 'N 
ing at Sardica ; which being efteRed, there are qt 
met three hundred of the Weſtern Eiſhcp;3; or as _ 
Baromus ſaith, two hundred 2nd eighty four, and 52107: (| 
but ſeventy and fix of the Ezftern Biſhops, although IE 70 | 
the place of meeting did lie more Convenient for ogy (5 
them then for the Weſtern Biſhops, And _—_— Cap, 16+ p 

ens 
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The Life of Athanafius, 
this number of the Eaſtern Biſhops, 1/chr as fot- 
m-rly unworthy «o be a Presbytec, hath obtained 


from the Arians the name an4 place of a Biſhop. 


' The Eattern Biſhops now abſent, excuſe their ab- 


ſence partly by 1ntirmity of body; | but'more of them 
were ſick in th:ir minds, and alled; want of tim2 
to prepare themſ:lves, imputing the fault to the 
Bithop of Rome, as1fa year and a half were not ſut- 
fictunt warning, : 
The Covnci! beams met, th Ariart Party per- 
ceiviny that the face ot the Council ſmiled not on 
them, with ire themfelves to Philippopo!ss, a 


City about a dayes journey or more diftant from 


Saraica, .ard wrote a Letter to thoſe at Sardica, 
deſiring them that they' would exclude from their 
ſociety, Athanaſns, Paulus, ani other Biſhops 
whom they at the Comc'l a: eAntrach had baniſhed 
and excommunicated ; Or otnerwviſe, they had re- 
ſolved that they coul4 not j>y? in Council with 
them, nor could they come 1nto the Church where 
all onght to meet before they enter upor the work 
of Council. To this the Biſhops at ſard:ca an- 
ſwered, that for their parts they had -never ſepa- 
rated from Communion with eAthana/frs, and o0- 
thers mentione< in their Letters ; neither could 
they cauſleſly ; for as touching their excommunt- 
cation at Amtoch, it was without hearing any de- 
fence, and that thoſe matters had been re-exami- 
ned by the Counct! 2t Rome, whothereupon had 
acquitt?ed eMthana/rs and the re, Neverthe- 
leſs, 1f they at Phil:/ppopolis had ought to object 
againſt Athana/ſns,' or any of the reſt, if they at 


Philippopolis would come to Sardica, they ſhould 
find 
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nnd Athaxaſim and the relt ready and prepared 
to vindicate themſelyes, aad give the Counci! 
{atisfaction. But this will not atisfis thoſe at P711i- 
/1ppopelrs, and therefore they avoiv their departute 
ang {eparation juſt, and do proceed to hit in Coun- 
cil apart by themſelves at Ph:lsppopslrs, where they 
aſlert and confirm all that they-had done at ez 
troch againſt Athanaſins and others : and furtlicr, 
they let fly Excemmunications thick as hail, again(t 
Jalins Bilhop of Rome, { though he 72: ained at 
Rome, and came not to Sardica,) Hoſſtus Biſhop 
at Cordubal Protogenes Biſhop of Sardica, deing 
both directors of the Council at Sard:ca, and di- 
verſe other Biſhops, and all this done WI1tnout 
hearing of ſutnmons : And having Conſtartins to 
befriend them, they cauſe Guards to be ſet upon 
the High-wayes and paſlages to Sard/ca, and mike 
[tay of all Biſhops g eOINng thither, and to ſtop the 
returnes of all coming from Sardica homeward ; 
and like a troop of the Divels Lifeguard, to appre- 
hend «Mthanaſits and his friends wherezevet they 
ſhould be found; and put them to death ; and to 
apprehend all ſuch as ae ſuſpected to be oppoſers 
of the Arian Cauſe, And thereupon inany are taken, 
abuſed, whipped, impriſoned and baniſhed ; the 
terror whereof made many flie into the W! lderneſs: 
and ſcared others into the diflembling of their 
Faith and Profettion. 


Snzom. 


(tb.3.{-1T, 


Athan. 
E v1 it. ad 


Cglit Ut, 


Nevertheleſle the Council at Saratca kept cloſe err ,, 


to their work , and having diyers of the Eaſtern 
Biſhops (till | joyning vith t chem, they ſpare thoſe at 
Philippopolis 25s little a5 they are (paredby them. 


They excammunicate likewiſe the Phitibpor Dolitan 
FH Bilhops 
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Biſhops for deſerting the cauſe of Religion and 
making a Schiſme ; and excommunicate and depoſe 
thoſe who had excommunicated Athayaſius , and 
refuſed to appear at Sardrca to juſtifie their procee- 
dings again(t him and others. 1 hey likewiſe acquit 
Athazaſins trom the ſentence of excommunication 
and baniſhment , and reſtore hm to his Church 
again ; and all others Iikewiſe excommunicated 
and bamiſned by the Councils at Amtoch and Phi- 
lippops/ze, They cauſed alſo two tranſcripts of their 
acts to be prepared , one of \whiCn [they pretented 
to the Emperour Con/tans , Which was aCccpted by 


| him, and confirmed ; the other was ſent by Conſt ans 


Barcn. 4. 


with his Letters to Coz/tantins ; by means whereof 
Conſtantias was induced to agree to the reſtoring of 
the Biſhops who had been baniſhed by the Arian 
Biſhops , but as touching Athanaſras the Emperour 
Coxſtaxtins made ſome demurre, _ | 

Latily the Sardican Council agreed upon a De- 
claration for the clearing of the Nicene Faith from 
falſe glofles , under which the Arians foſtered their 
errors , and held them forth as juſtified by the do- 
&rine of 'the Nicene Counctl, and thereby ſedu- 
ced many that were not well principled in the 


. grounds of Religion ; and thereby had gained Con- 
ſtanizns to be more firmly theirs : which declara- 


tion they publiſhed onely as a further explanation 
of the Nicene Faiti , and not as a new Confeſſion. 
For although it was moved that they would frame a 
neiv Confeſſion cf their Faith, yet they diſavowed 
it #athing unneceſlary and unmeet , in regard that 
the Nicene Confeſſion was authentical and com- 
1 leatzand therefore they aſſerted it by their own Act; 

and 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 99 "BF 
and yet publiſhed their aforeſaid declaration onely PIE 
as a Caveat againlt thoſe errours then in the opini- EL 
ons of many men ; but not as a Confeſſion of Faith, ; bt 


as by Hoſfſirs his Letter may appear, The ſubſtance 
of waich declaration is as followeth mentioned by Th 
7 heodoret. li; "0 . 


1 Ie excommunucate all ſuch as affirm Chriſt to be | 

| God ) bat not the True God - the Son, but not the true ” 
Son, Bepotten , yet ſo as to Chriſt who u before all 
ages , they attribute bath beginmag and erding, which 
He had not inthe Moment of 1 ime , but before all 
[17465S, 


And all that affirm that the word and Spirit did Wy 
ſuffer death upon the Croſſe , and aroſe again; and ' 
that there are divers ſub;tances of the Father , Sony 
and Holy Ghoſt ; and that they are ſeveral, RK 

For we hold that there u one S$ abſtance of the Fa- i 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt , and that the Subſtance | 
of the Father and Son ts one, Neither was ewer the 44} 
Sou without the Father , nor the Father without the | 6 
Sou : Neither can that which i the Word be the | 
Spirit, Neither can the Father be concerued without 
the Son, nor the Son without the Father, 
| Wwe deny mnt that the Son «c begotten , bat ws ſay 2 YL 
' hes begetten before all things which they call viſible 4 
* andinuſible, And that he is the Creator of Angels, jj; 
' the wold, and Mavrkind ; He « Eternally the us 
word ; and therefare can have no beginning , nor God 
any ending. | 

we fay nt that the Father «s the Son , nor that 
the Son 15 the Father ; but we ſay that the Father is Rd 
the Father , and the Son is the Son of the Father, we Ae 
H 2 6 onte + [2 | 
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confeſſe the Son 1s the rower of the Father. 

we confeſſe the Wora :' sf God the Father , ard 
beſides that , there 1s noxe. 1 hat the Son 1s the Ivord, 
True Ged , the wiſdom, the Power , yet we call 
Him not Son as other Soyus are by Regeneration and 
Adoption, 

Fe confe Je the Sow 15 the ont'y begotten , and the 
rſt begotten ; but ſo the onely begotten , as that He 
207 15 Godgzand was in the Father. 

T be word. firſt begotten we refer ty the Manhood, 
He 15 differext from all creatures , becauſe He 1s the | 
fir ft begottes of the dead: we confeſſe one Netty of 
the Father and the Sen, And we ſay not that the Fa- | 
ther : oreater then the Son, by reaſon of any droer- 
{ity or difference of [ſubfta;.ce ; but becanſe.the Name 
Father 15 greater then the Name Sor. 

The tterpretation of theſe words, 1 and my Fa- 
t12r are One , that they are meat by conſent and a- 
gr-ement anwugst themſelves , we affirms an aſſured 
1157eY7 pretatigg, 

1 pat opinion that as men fallout ; aud be after- 
wards reconrited + So there may befal difference , 
ad then agreement between the Father Almighty and 
the Son: We affirmis a fooliſh opinion. 

ze believe that the words, 1 and my Fatner are | 


One, a? frempfie the znity of the SubStance, which 


z; together of the Father and the S129, | 
32g re belieze that the Sor aoth YALCY together with 


the Father without beginning or endings , nor can his 
Riucaem be defized or determined þ y time, For that 


<< 


rhich 4s ererual ran wenher begin to be , nor ceaſe 
0 be, 
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the Life of Athanafius, 

. #1 believe and affirm the Comforter the Ho! y 
G host :« promiſed and 1s ſext tous by God Higſelf 
that he 15s not ernciſitd , but the 111ay bor of the Ly. 
om Mary : For 3/an is montal , but Gid is 129- 
mortal. | 

tie belien'e y01 that Cod 171 Magn, but At as 1 
God, did rife the third day, which as a gift hugf- 
fered to His Father Tree from {nut and death, 

we believe 1 the due time appointed He (hall 
dg all, and for all things, 


This was publith:d by the Sardican Council in. 


their Narrative of proceedings which they ſent in- 
to all paris ; wherein they allo ſhewed their rea- 
ſons why they acquitted Arhanaſirs and others ; and 
the cauſleſs departure of the Arian Bithops from 
their Council ; and ther ooſtinacy in refuſal to joyn 
with them , notwithſtanding all m22ns uſed to re- 
claim them. They further declared their proceed- 


1ngs againlt Iſchyras , and their grounds leading 


them therein. That he had been a Biſhop repu- 
ted amonelt the . Arians , being formerly by the 
Council at Alexandria reduced to a lay man, and 
afterward proved ſcandalous ; and that he being 2 
reputed Biſhop , and yet nving but one Congreg4- 
tion under h's charge, they had decreed that hence- 
f,xth no man ſhould be orduned Biſhop of any 
ſmall Town, which might be inflruted by on? 
onely Presbytet ; 17 as It ſeemeth fitnerto itn ſore 
places there 1s little difference betiveen a Biſhop 
and a Presbyter , and that tne chief work of a B:- 
ſhop was teaching , { as 1f teaching were in ar.y 
Congre9ation , the? was no need ef. a Biihop 


. 
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The ſad condition of thoſe times of the Councils 
above-mentioned ſhew demonitratively that it 1s 
never conducing to the peace of any Nation to 
orant tolleration of contrary Principles in Religion, 
more then it is for the peace of any ſingle perſons 

conſcience to be of a deubtful mind ; but to per- 

mit ſeveral Councils publiquely holden at once , 1s 
abſolutely deſtr uctive thereto. Thele two Councils 
at Sardica and Phillippopolrs, thus out-facing one 
another , ſtrook the ſecond blovy of the fray , which 
fatted divers aces , wherein much| bloud was Ic ; 

but in the concluſion the Artans loft life and all, 
Henceforth is a perpetual ſeparation between the 
Eailern and the Weſtern Churches : No commu- 
nion is allowed by them at the Eaſt beyond the con- 
fines of T hracia ; nor by them of the Weſt be- 
vond the confines of 1/iria, Yet even in thoſe 
times ſuch reſre& was had to common charity and 
the common g60d of Mankind, that a place is a- 
oreed upon in the borders of both Empires to be 
holden as ſacred ; wherein all perſons of different 
opinions 1n matters of Religion , are permitted to 
have free reſort and to communicate tocether with- 
out ſcandal or breach of charity, and this place | 'S4 
bleffed Mountain on the borders of 1/ria and 
Thracia , Called Tiſucrts, How warrantable this 
was in matters ſo fundamental , 1s not for me 
fo determine 5 but do for my part think it a 
great part rf the miſery of England , that a- 
moneſt ſuch as profeſle one and the ſame Unity 
1 Trinity , ſuch differences ſhould be con- 


cerning matters 6f Church Order , as neither | 
time nor place can be found for ſuch a bleſſed | 
priviledge | 
| 
| 

_ | | an TY1 
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ptiviledge to take place as Chriftian Communion Y 
Is. 
2M JH 5 
CGAP;. XL V; 


The Second Return of Athanaſius to Alex- 
andria - The Death of the Empero:r 
Conſtans. 


He Council at Sardica thus ended , each gf xy » 
man returns to his own home , who can 
ftinde his way open thereunto, But as 


touching Athanaſim , becauſe the Empe- | } f 
rour Conſtans, by his Letters td his brother Co- 41 
ſtantizs , having endeavoured to open as ealie 4 i. 
way for him to return to eAlexararia , as he had " 


done for others ; but found the way more frat 

for Athana/ins then for all others ; therefore he 

commands Athaxaſius to return to Narſy, and 

from thence afterwards to come to eAqgmleia under 

his own protection ; where after ſome Cconfidera- | 

tion , the Emperour mtends another trial © 

Couitantins by a more particular way : For he is 

ſ:nds Letters to Conſtawtizs of a more ſerious 2y 

nature then the former , minding him hoy Os 

deeply both their Honours are concerned in bring- y. 

ing the determinations of the Synod at Sardic3 ff 

to ertet the ſame , being called by thei: 

Jjoynt Authority ; and he told him moreover tat ol 

he for his own part held himſelf ſo deeply con- hi 

cerned therein , that he could not but uſe all - ”o 
H 4 means | 
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The Life of Athanaſius. 
732ans to ſee the Decrees of the Council executed, 
and if any man, yea Conſtaxtiu himſelf, did inter- 
poſe to hinder him , he muſt put the matter to trial 
by the digt of Sword. 

Theſe Letters were ſent with another tranſcript 
of the determinations of the Council ; and hke- 
wiſe with Letters trom the Council ro Conftantizs, 
by the hands of Enphrates and Vincentins two Bi- 
ſhops , both members of the Sardican Council , 
who being arrived at Conſtantinople , and not find- 
ing th2 Emperour there z went further for Antech, 
and being in the way thereto, are diſcovered to 
Stephen Biſhop of Antioch , who had been one at 
the Council at Fh!/ippopolrs ; and he to op their 
purpoſe and to bring ſhame upon their cauſe , 
tubctned a rude yourg man named Onager, to bring 
a common {irumpet into the Inne| at Aztch that 
neht where Exphrates and Vincentins were lodged. 
And they laid their defigne ſo cunningly , tnat 
1mmediately upon the entry of the trumpet into the 
room where the two Biſhops were lodged, a com- 
pany ſhould be ready to enter forth-with after her, 
and find the firampet and the Biſhops together, 


— 


and charge the Biſhops with fornication. And ac- 


cordingly Onager ated his part ſo well, that he 
5:ought the trumpet into the Chamber where Ex- 
phrates was lodged and was in bed ; Vincentins be- 
199 alſo in bed in an inner Chamber ; ard the 


company ready for that purpoſe ſoon after alſo en- 
rred the Chamber , and found the ſtrumpet in the 


ſame room where Enphrates lay in bed , and there- 


upon a tumvlt is raiſed ; Vincenties gets up , and 
t11e gates of the Inne are ſhutup , yet Onager and 
lome 
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. The Life of Athanaſius, -_ 
ſore others made -their eſcape ; but ſeyen of the 
conſpirators are taken together with the ſtrumper, 
and the next morning are carried before the Judges, 
and the {trumpet examined , ſaid ſhe was brought 
into the Inne and dire&ed into the Chamber by a 
young man'; after the youngeſt of the conſpirators 
being examined , diſcovered Orager the cauſe of 
all ; and then Ozxager 15examined , who anſwered 
that what he did was done by the direction and inſti- 
gation of Stephey the Biſhop of Aztioch ; who be- 
ins examined , could not deny the ſame. And 
thereupon by the command of the Judges Stepher 
1s bariſhed by the Biſhops , and depoſed from the 
See at eAntioch , without any Act of Council. Ner 
did the Arians ſave ought of their honour thereby ; 
for as they had put out Stephey for ſcandal , ſo they 
ele& into his room Leontizs, a man noleſle filthy 
and unclean in converſation , and had, to add to all 
the re(t, caſtrated himſelf, that he might the more 
ſafely without ſcandal keep company with-a woman 
whom he pretended to be a Virgin, And yet is this 
man gocd enough for the Artans ends. Which 
was to continue a ſucceſſion of perſecuting biſhops 
at Antioch. 

Nevyerthelefle the foulnefle of this fat of Ste- 
phens was ſuch, as 1t being reported to Conſtan- 
115 , upon ſerious conſideration had , that the Art- 
ans may have dealt thus unhandſemely in many 0- 
ther matters, and with Many other of the Ortho- 
dox Chriſtians , as with theſe Biſhops , he is the 
rather inclined to hearken to his brother Conſtans 
his propoſal concerning Athanaſins , and accor- 
dingly at the ccming of theſe tio Biſhops gin 
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dily wrices to all his Lieutenants to abſtain from 
furchzc troubling the Orthodox Chriſtians ; and 
haviag taken the Emperour- Coyſtans his Letters 
into conſideration , together with his Arian Bi- 


the Letters from the Council at Sardica, he (pee- 


ſhops , to whom he communicated them , they are | 


all of opinion , that it 1s not ſafe to adventure their 
cauſe upon a Civil War ; eſpecially at that inſtant, 
whea as tidings came of the invading of the Ea- 
ſtern borders of. the Empire by the Perſians. And 
thus afrer cen moneths , by adviſe he writes his 
Letters to ths Emperour Conſfans, Letting him 


under{tand that Conſtants was alwayes forward | 


; 


to execute re Order of the Council at Sardica, Þ 
in the reſtitution of Athanaſius ; and that he * 
had kept the Church of Alexandria vacant nov © 
alon? um2, expecting waen eAthana/ins would * 
return, and thatit was free for him to return when # 


he pleaſed. 


How the Church at eAlexandria became void, | 


will appear when Arhans/ins returns: for as yet he | 
trulied' not GConffamtins his conrtehie, but departed | 
from eAquileiato HMiullam ; where he had not been | 


long ere he was ſaluted with a Letter from Conſtan-4 


2145 to-himelf, therein pitying eArhaza/hes his long | 
ſafferines, and telling »Athaxaſins that Conſtantin | 
had long: fince written to Athana/ins to come toll 
Conſtantinople, but taat he expeRted that Athana-! 


fins would long ere now;have made application to# 


him, for Athanaſius his reſtitution . but ſuppo- i 


fing Athaxaſings afraid of his difpleaſure, did there- 


fore abſtain ; And therefore Con/tantizes now ſends} 
to Arhanuſfins to invite his coming to Conſtanti-} 
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T he Life of Athanafius, 

zople, promiting him full and ſpeedy reſtitution ; 
and further telling him, that he had written to his 
Brother Conſtazs to ſend Athanaſius away accord- 
ingly. £thanaſ:as 1s at this newes perplexed, as 
if c00-good Io be true ; and ſuppoſing if Conſtants 
his favour were real, he mizhe as well have ſent 
Athanafne. his Letters of free paſſage to 1/exan- 
dria by Seafrom Italy, with his Letters of peace- 
able admittance to his Church, rather then to put 
him to adventure himſelfthrough many of his ene- 
mies in fo long and dangerous a journey by Land. 
But whiles Athanaſius is thus in demur what todo, 
another Letter comes to him from Conſtantinis, with 
Letters from divers of his friends at Conſtantinople, 
1mpcriuning his ſpeedy coming away ; and for his 
accommodauons by the way, diredtions are given - 
And ſoon after all this, a third Letter comes from 
Conſtlantius, by an expreſs Meſſenger, a Presbyter 
of Alexandria, Who brings aſſurance of Conſtantius 
his real intentions for eAthanaſins his good : and 
hereupon Arhanaſins goes to Rome, 'to adviſe with 
the-Bifhop and others, who are all for his going to 
Conſtantinople. And they furniſh him with Letters 
of recommendation to the Alexandrian Churches, 
and ſo they commend him to the blefling of Al- 
mighty God. | 

And accordingly Gods bleſſing did go alorg with 
him ; for he palled to Coxſtaxtizople, where find- 
ing that the Emperour was gone to' Artrech, he 
likewiſe went thither after him :' And at that time 


 Leontins was Biſhop of Antioch; in which City 


were a great number of Orthodox Chriſtians, unto 


whom the Arians there would not allow any 
publick 
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publick Churches for their meeting, but ſuch of 
them as would be at the publick worſhip, muſt go 


ſciences in all caſes, wherein the honour of the 
Son of God was concerned : And therefore when 
they caine to ſing, Glory be to the Father, &c. and 
thoſe that were Arians did .fing Glory be wo the 
Father, they added thereto the words, 1» the 
Son; thereby: declaring the Son of God to be infe- 
riour to the Father : Thoſe that were Qrthodox 
would add theſe words, And the Son,declaring there- 
by, that the ſame Glory due to the Father, was alſo 
duz to th2 Son. But when 4thanaſtus was come, 
he would not joyn with the Arian Congregations, 
but did hold communion with the O:thodox, who 
were called Euſtathians, in private houſes. This be- 
ine obſerved, haſtned Athanaſins his diſpatch with 
the Emperour ; for it was not long ere he had ac- 
ceſs into. the Emperours preſence, and received 
courteous entertainment from. him, and within a 
teiv dayes obtained: his diſmiſſion ; for they ſav 
plainly, that the Orthodox Party was mueh heart- 
ned by Athanaſus his preſence, and that Athana- 
us mvTroved his little time of abode with them to 


ihe utmoſt For their ſpiritual benefit, The Empe- 


r96r tacrefore ſent for him. the ſooner,: and gave 
aim Letters to the Alexandrian Charches, and to 
tis Governours of the Country, importing that 1t 
was hits will that Athanaſius ſhould be received and 
tetled in iis place in peace, and permitted ſo to 
continue under the Emperours 'proteion. And 


rnto all the refi he added this one extraordinary ex- - 
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The Life of Athanafius, 109 
 preſsof his favour; that he ſwore to him, that he 
would never hearken to any ſlanderous complaints 
againſt Athanafns any more. Andlalily, he made 
a publick Edit, That all Acts and Orders againlt | 
Athanaſir3, or any of the Cathdlick Church,thould ah a. 
be obliterated and made void, and that they all Epiſt. ad 
ſhould be reſtored to their former enjoyments. 5947-2. 
But when t Ahazaſius was taking of his leave of the 
Emperour, he ſaid to Athanaſins, Though you A- 
thanafus are now reFored to your place by rhe Coun- 
ctl, yet you are admitted and (etled by my Amhority; 
aud therefore ſeeing that in Alexandria are divers 
who differ from you in judgment concerning ſome 
points 1n Religion, it 15 my requeft that you wil al- 
low them liberty of publick meeting, at ſome one 
Church within your City, To which eAthanaſius 
anſwered, Its very ju*F, yea neceſſary, that 1 ſhould 
obey yowr Imperial Majeſty ; nor will 1 gainſay 
what your will is herein : But ſeerno alſo A this 
City of Antioch hath great multitudes therein, who 
cannot jojn with others of different judgment frm 
| mnt, 1n doftrines concerning the Holy Trimty ; I 
| humbly beg for them the like favonr, that they afſe 
* away have a place of publick meeting at Antioch ? 
This anſwer the Emperour difliked not, but thought 
1t reaſonable : Nevertheleſs the Arians upon fur- 
toner conſideration, concetving that they thereby 
ſhould be greater looſers at Antioch, than gainers. 
at Alexandria, ſuffered that matter to paſs in fi- 
lence : Which being obſerved by Leaxtius, he laying 
' his hand upon his head ( now white by rezſon of his 
age) ſaid, When thus ſnow is melted away, there will 
appear much mnd : \ntimating thereby the perſecu- 
tion 
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tion Which would follow after his death, when as 
no further toleration of the Orthodox Profeſſion 
ſhould be permitted. XG 
eAthanaſius now departed from eAmioch, pro- 
ceeds in his journey towards Egypt, God making 
eAthanaſins his way round about to bez the nighelt 
way to his_own Honour ; and though it was.more 
fo? Athanaſius his labour, yet 1t was allo more for 
his reward ; For in all places as h2 comes, he now 
teaches freely and authoritatively the Principles 
concerning thz Holy Trinity, exherting the people 
to endeavour to be well grounded thererm, and to 
beware of the Leven of the Arians ; atd in ſome 
places he ordained Miniſters , and ſo he came to 
Hreruſalem : 'Tnere h2 1s received joyfully, for 
Maximus tne Biſhop had continued his true friend 
ever fince the Council at T yrs, and now had cal 
led a Council ; to whom Atharaſius declared the 
manner of his entertainm2nt by the Emperour, and 
his Teſtimomals and Letters ; and then as well e- 
nemies as friends come and yield to Athanaſius the 
right hand of fellowſhip. Nor did the fame of the 
Emperours favour ſpread onely where Athanaſius 
came along, but it went Northward, inſo much 
as Urſatins and Valens two Biſhops of Panoma, who 
in all the late tranſa&ions again(t Arhanaſias, were 
ever inthe Van, and amongſt others were excom- 
municated at the Council at Sardica, Theſe men 


ſeeing now the tide turning, and the unconRancy - 


of Conitantins, under pretence of remorſe of Con- 
ſcience for their error, make their retraRtations af- 
ter their manner, which they ſend to the Biſhop of 
Rome, and to Athanaſns ; with Letters of _ 
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| The Life of Athanaſius, 
| fion, and confeſling their fault ; acknowledging 

| that all their 1nformations againſt him were falle 
and feigned, and that they cannot alledg any thing 
in excuſe of themſelves, but do humbly and earneſ}- 
ly beg pardon, and to be received into Commus- 
nion again, rencuncing Ar:s and his opinions, as 
execrable and accurſed, Enough it was ts make a- 
ny charitable Chriftian believe, that they did re- 
ally intend What they did pretend 5 but their 
work will be manifeſt in its day, The Biſhops 
alſo from all parts teltifie by their Letters there 
joyning with Athanaſius ; fo as now the current 
from all parts ſeems fair to bring Arhanaſins ſafe to 
the Haven : Nevertheleſs though thus nigh the 
ſhore, he meets with another mighty wave before 
he can ſet his foot thereon : For he is met by newes 
cf the death of his dear Lord the Emperour Cox- 
Fans, and now is Athanapus involved amoneſt a 
thouſand doubts, what ſhall become of him 7 whi- 
ther ſhall he go? what ſhall he do? for the Lyons 
Chain is now broken, ConF antizs 1s now Lord a- 
lone, and may do what he will, and he will do 
what the Ar:ans will, and what will they not do ? 
But God helped Athanaſius over this wave alfo ; 
For Conſtantms informed hereof / either pitying 
the condition of Athara/ins, or which 15 more pro- 
bable, remembring his own invitation cf Athana- 
fas to put himſelf under his protetion, his pro- 
miſes and eathes for his afſurarce :; and that 1t 
would be diſhoncurable to him to let the world have 
occaſion by the altering of his mind on the ſudden, 
to expound all that he had done was done through 


fear of Conſtans and deceitfully ) writes Letters to 
£2 Athanaſius 
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112 _ The Lifeof Athanaſius, 
Arthan. E£- Athanafias full of encouragement, more then once, 
pi#.2d So- or twice, aſſuring him of his favour, and real inten- 
2t,vi'. tions of his 200d, and willing him to make haſte 

to Alexandria, without further dread of any dan- 
ger; and thus at length 4thanaſivs artiveth at A- 
[ewandria. ; 


C1” "WOO —o—— OR IR  —=—oo—— -— eo 


C4 P, XV, 


The eſtate sf Alexandria at Athanaſius his 
Arrival, The third charge againſt him be- 
. fore Conſtantius: and Athanaſius his ſe- 


cond ſtrange eſcape. 


Thaxaſins now come to Alexandria, finds 
his See vacant: for Gregory who had been 
made Biſhop of Alexazdria in the place 
of Athanaſins by the Council of Amoch, 
was put out again as hath been mentioned, and 
tranſlated to Antioch ; where he was depoſed again 

by the Council at Saraica, and flain by the Citi- 

Bind. zens at Antioch, And the Arian party at Alexan- 
ol.427, dria had procured George of Capadecia to be Biſhop 
of Alexandria, a man fit for their turn, fierce and 
cruel againſt the Orthodox ; in whoſe dayes enſued 
a bloudy perſecution againſt them of the Alexan- 
drian Province, wherein none were ſpared that come 
within his reach ; whether Men ; Women, Chit- 
' cap, dren, Monks, Clerks, or Virgins ; but purſued 
to the utmoſt, by impriſonmenr, bani/hment, tor- 
tures, and deaths, in the molt cruel manner ihat 
Soldiers 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
ſouldiers could invent. And this Biſhop thus fleſh- 
ed , grew ſo inſatiable and imperious , that the 
Arians themſelves grew afraid of him, and weary 
of his government ; which he obſerving , and that 
Conſtaxs began ſo ſtoutly to appear for Athanaſias, 
he ſuddenly flies from Alexazdria, and leaves the 
place void for Athazaſius ; who now cemes in 
without interruption , with all manner of expreſsi- 
ons of joy and love to Athanafins, and thankful- 
neſle to God, and (to uſe Athanaſfias his own ex- 
preſs1ons) his friends are glad; and of the reſt, 
ſome are aſhamed , ſome hide themſelves, ſome 
declare their repentance for their former wayes ; 
ſaying , that what they did againlt Athanahns was 
done by menace , compulſion and force ; but eſpe- 
cially the Presbyters and Egyptian Churches re- 
Joyce not onely to ſee their ancient friends again, 
but more for the enjoyment of their former liber- 
ties , the Chriſtians embracing one ahother , and 
encouraging 6ne another in holding forth conſtant- 


ly their profeſston ; yea amongſt the more mode- 


rate ſort of Arians, ſome come to Athaxaſins by 
night , and acknowledge that though for ſome pri- 
vate reſpeRs they held outwardly communion with 
the Arians, yet in their hearts they are ever for 
Athanaſius, and his way, After this publick con- 
oratulation, Athana(ins calls a Council of the A- 
texandrian Churches , and declares to them thepro- 
ceedings and determinations of ths Council at Sar- 
dica, the Emperours entertainment of him , his 
ſeveral Letters to him, and his Letters, and the 
Biſhop of Rowes Letters to the Churches, and to 


the people of Alexandria , and tothe Governouts 


I and 


It; 


Athan. 
Ey;ſ[t. ad 
Soltt, Vit. 
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The Liftof Athanaſins, 
and people in all places as he came, and his acce- 
ptance amongſt them, And thus Athanaſins is ac- 


cepted and declared to beſetled in his place at Alex- - 


ardria with peace and honour, 

But this ſun-ſhine alſo continued not long , 
though it was longer then his Arian enemies expe- 
Red - For though eAthanaſrns now ſeems bare of 
all ſhelter againſt the next blaſt of Conſtaxtns his 
diſpleaſure , which was ſoon raiſed by the Arians ; 
yet could they not find opportunity to ſtorme Atha- 
vafins till Magnentius was taken out of the way. 
For Conſtans being murthered by him , he procee- 
ded to poſleſle himſelf of his Empire ; and hence 
aroſe a Civil War in the Empire between CMag- 


vextins and Conſtantius , which endured divers 


years ; during which time the purſuit of the Arians 
againſt «Athanaſius was but faint , for (onftantins 
had his hands full elſe-where ; but after that Mag- 
«entins was {lain , and Conſtantins now poſſeſſed of 
:he-whole Empire , he that before reſolyed to have 
all the Eaftern Churches of his religion, now will 
have all the World to be of his opinion ; yet find- 
ing many that ſtand in his way , the tempeſt ariſes 
2n2wv , and powres in amain upon Eaſt and Weſt at 
once ; and now the tall Cedars , the Biſhops of 
Rome , Alexandria , Conſtaminople , and all that 
are taller then the reſt of their Profeſſion , muſt 
look to themſelves ; for Conſtantins is perſwaded 
that theſe once levelled , his way will be plain and 
eaſte. 

For the newes of Corſtans his death comine to 
Amnuch , ſeeing the way was now more fair for 
Conſtantius to appear in his proper Colours , Leon- 
| f21s 
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The Life of Athanaſius, ; 

215 the Biſhop there joyned with the Euſebjans , 
who all this while had burned with deſpite at the 
proſperity of the Orthodox , and their great wn- 
creale, (For now above four hundred Biſhops bad 
declared themſelves for the Nicene Cnfeſſion ) 
and Leoxtius takes occaſion to deal with Urſatins 
and Valens to break their Communion with the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome and eAthazaſins , and to renounce 
their tormer retraCtations , as done through fear of 
Conſtans his diſpleaſure ; although 1t was notor1- 
ouſly known , that neither Conſtaxs nor any of his 
Courtiers or Officers was privy to any ſuch ſubmuſ- 
fion , but that the ſame was done by private Letters, 
not by the a& of any in power, Neverthelefle , 
They that will be falſe in the leaſt point concerning 
God, will not ſtick to be falſe with man in any 


' thing, Urſatius and Valeas make no bones to go 


now to Conſtantins, and confeſle their nuſtakes in 


their late tranſa&ions with the Biſhop of Rox and 


Athanaſius , yet ſeeing now their errours , as they 


p 


| ay , they reſolve to gono longer 1n their errours , 
| nor to miſlead others by their example ; and there- 
| fore they tell Conſtantius that they ſee plainly , that 


his clemency to Athanaſius 1s ſo far from winning 


| him , as itis rather conlirued to be a juſtification 


of his dotrine,whereuntothe Emperour could notin 
his own conſcience but acknowledge himſelf to be a 
profeſled enemy; They ſaid moreover that by the 
publiſhing of Couſtanius his Letters tn the behalf of 
Athanaſius , there was befaln a general revolt of all 


| ſorts to e Athanaſius his way , and that ere long the 


Emperour himſelf and all that joyn with hin 


| will be reputed Hereticks , and had in as great 


I] 2 deteltation 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
deteſtation as now the Manichees are. 
This made way for the firſt complaints that 
ſhould be brought to them againſt Athanaſius , 
which , their patience being butſmall, would not 


waitlong for ; and therefore by a trick they wall 


make Athanaſius baniſh himſelf, For which 
end they fancy , or rather forge a Letter, ſuppoſed |' 
to be written to Conftantins in Athaxaſms his | 
name , whereby he humbly craves leave that he 
might go into Italy to ſettle ſome matters there 
thatdo await his coming ; and this delivered to the 
Emperour , they procure his di\miſs1on for 7taly, 
in ſuch a form, as the ſame being ſent to the Go- 
vernour in Egypt ,' 1s taken to be 1n nature of a ba- 
niſhment ; and thereupon the Governour being 


willingly or unwillingly deceived , acquainted 


Athanaſius that it was the Emperours will that 
Athanaſius ſhould forthwith prepare to be gone for 
Italy, Athanaſins wondring hereat , told the Go- 
yernour that he could give no credit to ſuch an 
Order , unlefle he ſaw the Watrant under the Em- 
perours own hand and ſeal , in regard of the fayour 
that the Emperour had expreſſed to him by his in- 
vitation , entertainment , his promiſes, and Oath, 
his Letters both before and ſince Coyſtans nis death, 
his acceptance of Athanaſas, his Viſits made to the 
Emperour ſo lately,once at Vimnacum, again at Ce- 


: ſaria, and laſily at Antiech ; in all which the Empe- | 


rour ſhewed gracious reſpects to him , without the 
leaſt note of jealouhe or ſuſpicion had of him. The 
Governournevyerthelefle was inftant with Athana- 


- ſins for his ſpeedy departure, tetling him that he 
ad the Emperours Wartant under his hand and Þ 


leal, | 


The Life of Athanaſius, 117 


ſeal , but did not think it fit to produce the ſame. 
| The people underſtanding this, begin to interpoſe 
{ inſucha manner, as the Governour was glad to a- 
| oree toſluffer Athanaſius to continue till he had fur- 
 therorder. 
* Arthanaſrus his enemies at the Court underſtand- 5,57 
ing hereof, ſce nov that they mult come upon the 
open ſtage , and therefore grow reſolved to article 
avainſt eMthanaſius , though nothing prove true of 
! all that they charge him with, And becauſe Cou- 
| ſlantins Cannot in honour touch Athaxaſins for any 
matter. preceding the Council at: Sardica, they 
frame their Articles of matters pretended to be 
lately done by Athanaſius, And they pray the Em- 
| perour that a Council may be called at Ach, 
| | and that Athanaſius may be tried there upon the 
| matters in charge againſt him, And the Gover- = 
nour in Egype knowing how the wind did blow at 
the Court, ſteered alſo his Courſe accordingly ; 
| | he ſaw Athanaſius would not move eafily , and 
" Þ therefore heſecretly (tirs up the people to riſe up 
"| againſt him, and therein wanted not inſtruments 
" | both Arians and Heathens , who yet not daring to 
» | work any publique tumults , leaſt the worſt ſhould 
» | befal themſelves, ſhew their teeth as far as affronts 
and tricks of ſcorn would do the work , the Go- 
" | vernour jn no manner rebuking them , but rather 
" | eiving encouragement therein , -by making ſtop of 
that portion of corn, which by the Ordinance of 
Conſtantine was wont yearly to 'be given. to: the Arhan, 
Alexandrian Biſhop. out of the Emperonrs own nic ad 
tribute of corn in that Country: ;- and giving *9'+ Ft: 
the ſame to the Arians , the Governour ſtill 
3 juſtifying 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
juſtifying his a&ions by authority from the Em- 
perour. $1. 

Theſe little clouds thus riſing, makes Athanaſius 
conceive that a ſtorme was following. And ſent to 
the Court, where by friends he 1s informed of Ar- 


ticles prepared againſt him , and thatmo leſte then . 


Athanaſius his bloud would give the Emperour ſa- 
tisfa&ion ; and that the Emperour had agreed that 
Athanaſius ſhould be tried at a Council at Antioch, 
which ſhould be called for ſetling the aftairs of the 
Church, And the Articles againtt Athanaſins were 
to this purpoſe, | 


That Athanaſius had $ten an incendiary and pro- 
rorer of: all the jealouſies and differences between 


Conſtans 42d Conſtantius, 
That after the death of Conſtans, Athanaſius was 
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au arder and incourager of Magnentius to poſſeſſe } 


himſelf of the weſtern Empire , and to take up 


arms agaiaſf Conſtantius ; and to that end did hold 


naſius his Letters ro Magnentius,read y to be produced. 


intelligence with Magnentius, as 55 manfeſt by Atha- | 


That Athanaſius at his laſt coming to Alexandria | 


mſhed. 
mtht, and refuſed to obey his Orders, 


Now was the Arian Schiſme boiled to its full 
height, Fortbefore the Council at Sardien baniſh- 


raiſed tumults, wherein many were ſlain, others im- | 
priſontd bl ſome bamſhed o others other wayes p#- 


T hat Athanaſius oppoſed the Emperonrs Govern- ; 


ment of the Orthodox would ſatisfie the Arians ; | 


bur now their diſpleaſure is become perfe& hatred; | 


# 
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The Life of Athanafins, 
nothing will ſatisfie but deflruction of the Ortho- 
dox , and their not being. For before this Coun- 
cil at Aztioch can take place , the Emperour calls 


a Council at Conſtantinople , where Panlxs the Bi- 


ſhop is again baniſhed and purſued by the Arians 
to Cucuſus ; where by the Governour he is impri- 
ſoned, and endeavour 1s to ſtarve him , bur not able 
to accomplith their eads that way, after fix dayes 
waiting for his death , they ftrangle him. And 
though Athanaſius can expeR ao other ther the like 
meaſure , if be fall into their hands, yet is he not 
ſcared with anole , he will expect what will be mo- 
ved at the Council againſt him, 

' The Council at Amtroch being met, they proved 
but a few, and as ſome Writers obſerve not above 
thirty , yet enough they were'to do miſchief, 
They fall upon the ſettlement of the afars of the 
Church at Antech : For Leontzas their Biſhop had 
made Aetins one of their Deacons ; who being a 
ſubtil diſputer , had gained a party amoneſt the A- 
rians, Who delighted more in wrangling then in 
charity , and in diſturbing of other mens under- 
ſtandings more then in fixing of their own , and he 
had a ſuccefle ſutable , which was not to be under- 


| ood by others ; but to have repute of unknown 


reach, andof principles beyond the ordinary Ari- 
ans, and therefore different from them , though 
he be never ſo profeſſedly theirs. And thus Aerrns 
is flattered by the people into that height that ne 
is ſeparared,or otherwiſe ſeparates himſelf, from the 
other Arians at Aatzoch ; and being ſo he ftands out 
in maintaining the ſame , upon this account,that the 
other Arians had holden communion with Ars, 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


after it was notortouſly known that he had perjured 
by his ſubmiſſion before Conſtantine , contrary t 
his own conſcience. And the Arians now offendec 
with Aeris , fall out alſo with Leontins for hi 
ſake » and procure him to be baniſhed ; the Empe- 
rour being the more willing thereto, becauſe he had 


ſuffered diſhonour by the advancement of him, Þ 


who had been ſcandalous for uncleannefle ; and not 
lens after this Leontins died, After Whoſe death 
Enudoxus was gotten into the See at Antzoch, and 
then endeavoured to bring in eMAetzns alſo ; but the 
Arians would not endure him ; and complain to the 


Emperour, that £xdoxus was brought in without | 


their liking or knowledge , and that it will be the 
ruin of their City , becauſe he endeavours to bring 
in Aetius alſo, The Emperour diſclaimed from ha- 
ving any hand in Exdoxas his coming , and diſa- 
vowed eAetins and his docrine , and forth-with 
baniſhed him , and commanded the Council to pro- 


vide for the ſettlement of the doctrine, That the 


Son of God is like to God the Bather ; but as 
touching Exdoxus he made no order. 

And now muſt Athaxaſiys look to himſelf, for 
the Articles of complaint againſt him, being pre- 
ſented to the Emperour , his anger riſeth to that 
height , as he cannot ftay till Athanaſius appeareth, 
but he forth-with ſends Syrians away with five 
thouſand men to apprehend Athanaſius , or todo 
ſomewnat that was worſe. Theſe come to Alexan- 
dria in the evening , at which time the Church 
was at their holy Vigil , which they purpoſed to 
obſerve, and ſpend that night in devotion , becauſe 
tne next day was the day appointed for the recei- 


ving 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


ving of the holy Sacrament 'of Communion, Sy- 
714au8s informed therecf, beſets the Church round 
with his Soldiers : Athanaſius informed thereof, 
ordered the Deacon to read that, For his mercy en- 
dareth for ever, and the people to fing after him, 
during all which time tie Soldiers without were 
very quiet ; .and then Athaxaſius his care being 
how the people might belt eſcap2, adviſed them 
to depart firſt, and leave him behind ; but they 
would have him out with them, which he refuſing, 
the people throng out, and the ſoldiers throng in, 
much bloud is ſpilt, and the Monks and Clergy 
croud out, drawing 4thanaſ;us along with them 
through heaps of dead bodies , wherein no ſex, 
nor age, nor condition are ſpared. And thus A4- 
thanaſius eſcaped in the throng, unknown to his e- 
nemies, and after a manner unknown to himſelf ; 
and bearivg in his mind that ſaying, Hae thy ſelf for 
a lutle ſpace, until the indignation be overpast ; he 
vets himſelf out of the way, as ſome ſay,into a Cave 
or dry Well, where he continued without fight of 
the Sun, for along while. + | 
The eſcape of Athanaſius once known, for his 
dead body cannot be found amovgſt the reſt, and 
tydings thereof coming to Corſtaxtins, his former 
kind Letters are now turned into fatal Decrees and 
Declarations, his Promiſes to threats, his Oathes 


| tonothing : his Edidts go forth to all his Governors, 


Lievtenants, Deputies, Commanders,and Officers,to 
let them know, that Athanaſius is a baniſhed Out- 
Law ; and the like to the Alexandrian Churches, 
commanding them to repute Athaxaſius as the Em- 
perours Enemy,and that no man ſhall harbour him, 
| or 


I2TI 


Ruffinus. 
Hiſt. lib, r; 
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The Life of Athanaſius. 


or conceal him. And now 1s, the whole werld in 
Armes againl(t this one man, great and ſmall, watch- 
ins for him ; threats againlt ſuch as negle& to ap- 
prehend him, rewards to ſuch as ſhall apprehend 
him, or kill him : And thus in the opinion of all, he 
is looked upon as a dead man ; who nevertheleſs 
ſtill comforts himſelf in that of the Pſalmilt, Thowgh 
an Hoft ſhould come againſt me, my heart ſhall not 
fear ; Though war ſhould riſe agaiaft me, in this 
will I be confident : And he is well kept for all this; 
Athanaſius though in baniſhment, 1s quiet ; but 
the Emperour though in his Throne, hath no reſt, 
day nor night ; where-ever he turns himſelf, for- 
reign wars, or Civil broils continually haunts him ; 
in all which his Arian party cannet much boaſt of 
their gains; they have their liberty to be as wicked 
as they will, but they bind their ERates, Bloud 
and Lives to ſerve him for the purchaſe, And in 
the mean time the Orthodox Chriſtians under an 
outward oppreſſion, yet hold life and ſoul together, 
with a free Conſcience, till better things come. 

The Council at Azt:och not ſatisfied with Atha- 
aſeus his eſcape, to ſhew their ſpleen, and to cur - 
ry faveur with the Emperour in confirmng what he 
hath done, bar the door againſt Athanaſius his re- 
turn for the future ; and declare him excommu- 
nicate and baniſhed, without hearing him, or his 
cauſe ; and ſend their Letters to all Churches, inhi- 
bitins communion with him by word, or letter, or 
other meſlage; and letting them know, that 
George of Cappadocia is Biſhop of Alexandria, and 
£3 ordered to return to his charge ; and it yexeth 
them that they can reach no further, For Atha- 
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T he Life of Athanafius, 


aſi is now out of their reach, where his life is 
ſafe; and therefore as far as they can, they purſue 
him with revilings and repreaches for deſertine his 
Alock in the time of danger : So as Athanaſins hath 
work enongh to clear bis good name, and ſave what 
he can, being beaten thus to a retreat, by the fury 
of his enemies. 

And therefore firlt he finds out means to convey 
Lerters to the Emperour with the beſt ſafety that 


Sect, Io, 


he can ; wherein taking notice of the Emperours Achan, 


diſpleaſure, and of certain matters of ctimelaid to 


his charge, he anſwereta the ſame ſeverally, And 
firſt as touching the tumults at Alexandyia, he af- 
firmeth that there were no ſuch upon his Arrival : 
that 1 15 true there was a joyfull Aſſembly, but no 
bitterneſs nor diſpleaſure amonglt them, nor im- 
priſonments or puniſhments, much leſs bloud-thed, 
death or baniſhments canſed by them ; but what 
was done in. ſuch matters , was done by the Civil 
Magiſtrates upon miſdemeanours committed before 
his coming to Alexandria, 

Secondly, That it never entred into his thought 
to imagine or contrive ſuch wickedneſs, as to ſtir 
up or maintain any difference or jealoufie between 
the Emperours Conſtans and Conftamins; For he well 
Knew it was a fin exceeding hateful to God, to give 
the leaſt encouragement to ſtrife between brethren ; 
much more between them, bemg Governours of the 
people : That Conſtans was not of ſo eafie a belief,as 
to erve any credit to informations againſt Conſt ants- 
4s, That altheugh Athanafrus was divers times with 
Conſtaxs, yet never in private, nor without divers 
eminent perſons then preſent, who can jews 

what 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


what he ſaid. And theſe perſons Athanaſius men- 
tioned by name, and appealed to them to teſtifie 
what they knew concerning that matter. 

Thirdly, That Athanaſius never knew Magnen- 
tz4s, nor did he ever ſend unto him, or received 
any letter or meſſage from him : and therefore 
thoſe letters ſuppoſed to be ſent to Marrentins by 
Athanaſius, and to be ready to bz produced, are 
mere forgeries. That it 1s againlt all reaſon, to ima- 
oine that Athanaſius ſhould hold any kind of intelli- 
gence with that MMagnentinr, who had not only mur- 
thered the Patron of his own life, and Liege Lord, 
but the beſt friend under God, that ever Athanaſius 
had in the tim2 of his neceſſity, Athanaſius further 
ſaid, that during the whole time of the unhappy 
Civil wars raiſed by Magnentins, Athanaſias was 
ſo far from wiſhing a good ſucceſs to Magnentins, 
that contrarily he ever publickly prayed to God to 
aid and atfilt Conſtantins againlt all his enemies ; 
and the people alſo ar the ſame time with loud voct- 
ferations cried out, Lord help and aid Conſtantins. 

Laſtly, as touching Athana/ius his diſobedience 
to the Emperours Orders ; he knoweth not of any 
order, but what was mentioned to him by the Go- 
vernor of Egypt by word of mouth, pvithout ſhew- 
ing any in writing, and whereof Athanaſius had 
cauſe to doubt, in regard of the many late favours 
received by him from Conſtantins, And therefore 
Athanaſius told the Governour, if he had any ſuca 
order, 1t was unduly gained ; as afterwards he was 
informed it was framed upon ſurmiſe of a Letter 
ſuppoſed to be written by eAthanaſius to the Em- 
pe-our Con/fantins; whereas none ſuch was ever 
written 


a", | : 


The Life of Athanaſius, 
written or ſent by him. All which Athanaſius 
declared more at large in his Apology to Conſtan- 
zius, publiſhed amengk other of Athaxaſins his 
works. 

The other inveGtive ( by thoſe at the Council at 
Amtioch, and more ſpecially by Leontins ; for it 
can deſerve no better name than an invetive) a- 
oainſt Athanaſins, for his unworthy deſerting his 
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flock in the time of danger : Athanaſius made an Athan. _ 
Apoelogy, as it is publiſhed amongſt his other wri- 4pol. De 
tings, wherein he juſtifies himſelf as in caſe of Per- [#8 


ſecution ; and the ſame he proves by Scripture rules 
and examples, and tells his Detrators, that if it 
be a matrer of ſcandal in A4thaxa/ius to flic in ſuch 
caſe, its much more ſcancalous in them that by per- 
ſecution enforced him thereunto. 
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The Entry of Gecrge the Arian Biſhop into 
Alexandria agarn the ſecondtime : His cyuel 
Perſecutions there, Athenaſius his eſcape 
into the Wilderneſs, The Monks profeſ- 


ſron, 


formerly fied from Alexandria, 1s now 
become George on Horie-back, and like a 


Centaur returns with a ſtrorg euard of Sol- 
diers and Arians as his ſupporters ; and if formerly 
he was ated by one devil, he is now poſſeſſed by 


ſeyen. 
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ſeven, Their firſt endeavours are to make all ſorts 
renounce the Nicene Faith ; and coming in about 


EN 


Eaſter-time, he falls upon the firicter fort of Pro- | 
feffors, and ſuch as are molt eminent, as his firſt F 


diſh. The Governours, Officers, and others in- 


truſted, are ready at hand to execute the Emperours | 
Orders ; | Urſatins and Valens attending at the Þ 


Court, follow the chace with full ſpeed, encou- { 


raging thoſe that are forward , complaining of ſuch 


| as are backward, {witching up ſuch as are dull in 


Sect, 2, 


the chaſe, And thns at Alexandria all the former 


Joy is turned to ſorrow, peace to tumult, mirth to 
mourning ; nothing but rears, ſighs, bewailings 
in every place, to ſce Biſhops, Presbyters, Monks, 
Virgins, Old men, Women and Children, ſome 
ſeized upon and dragged to ſentence, and from 
thence to executions ; others baniſhed , travel- 
ling up and down from one City to another, and 
from one Nation to another , others flying into the 
Wilderneſs amongſt the wild beaſts, to eſcape the 
fury ef Chriſtian beaſts ; and which is worſt of all, 
many revolting and relapfing from: the truth to A- 
rianiſm : And yet in all this tempeſt the Church of 
Godloſt nothing ; for whiles men beheld theſe poor 
ſufferers and wanderers, whereever they go, their 
patience and conſtancy 15 admired, their perſons 
pitied, the Truth inquired after, and honoured ; 
the Perſecuters and their Religion are had in abo- 
mination. | 
Thus are the Chriſtians at A/exazdria deſtitute 
of theſe eminent Profeſlors ; and yet they continue 
their private Meetings, and about the time of Pen- 


tecoft hold a more ſolemn aſſembly of Prayer, and 
holy 
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The Life oj us, 

holy Faſt ; Which being teld to the Wolviſh Bi- 
ſhop, he ſends Sebaſtiamss a cruel Manichee, with 
his band of Soldiers ; ( For ſuch as ſeparate npor 


| corrupt Principles, will make uſe of any inſtrument 
| to ſerve their turns) Theſe Soldiers on the Lords 


day with their weapons and ſwords drawn, aflailed 


| the poor Chriſtians in their meeting, or ſo many of 
! them as were now left, for the time of publick 
! Prayer Was now paſt ; and of thoſe whom the 

ſword ſpared , ſome were whipped , others other- 


wiſe tortured ; ſomeeſpecially the women,breught 
to the fire and threatned to be burned, but not ſo 
prevailing to make them renounce their faith, they 
were ſtripped and whipped, and uſed deſpitefully ; 
ner would they ſuffer relief to be adminiſtred to 
them, nor the dead martyred to be buried by their 
friends: In this cruelty they flew in Egypt thirty 
Biſhops, or more, and baniſhed fifteen others, be- 
fides thoſe that fled into unknown places, and a 
multitude of Presbyters, and of thoſe who were 
baniſhed, few eſcaped without maims and wounds, 


! ſo as many died in the way, and many more in the 


places of their confinement. 

Amongti which thus fled, Athanaſius 
be forgotten ; for having ſeryed the Church of God 
in Government, he muſt now ſerve the ſame in Ba- 


niſhment ; and having made his eſcape as hath 


been mentioned, he 1s now purſued night and day, 
by ſuch as continually did lie in wait far his life. 
The particulars of his condition, and in what places 
he was all the time of his abſence from Alexandria, 
1s altogether left in doubt ; and great pity itis that 


we have no more thereof noted by writers, Zone- 
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EE nw” The Life of Athanaſius. 


ras ſaith, that Conſtantins baniſhed him into Bri- 
tain ; which if ſo, proved a great mercy cf God 
to our forefathers, who have derived the doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity uncorrupted, and ſo hath been 
maintained in this Ifland even to this day, and 
lons may it laſt : but T ſuppoſe (onftantins his 
thirſt after eAthazaſins his bloud, would not be ſo 
eaſily quenched by his baniſhment ; nor can it 
ſtand with eAthanaſias his being eſcaped into the 
Wilderneſs, and nis being in a Cave for fix years ; 
which if true, probably was the firſt ſix years after 
the Antiochian Council, when as the rage of his 
Enemies in their firſt heat, would put them to the 
ſtricteſt ſearch that they could make ; and eAMthaxa- 


fius to the utmoſt ſhift that he could make. And 


this Cave might probably be in «Alexandria, for it 
was nigh the dwelling of one that he might ſafely 
truſt, and was acquainted with : It may be 
it was that choice Virgin ſo commended by the 
Hiſtorian, for her exceeding care of preſerving 
eAthanxaſins ſo ſecretly, as ſhe would truſt none 
but her ſelf with miniftring to him in whatfoever 
he wanted all the while, until her Maid-fervant by 
continual obſervation had diſcovered 1t, and for 
hope of reward, told ſome of Arhanaſins his Ene- 
mies thereof ; who preparing to apprehend him, 
Athanaſins the night before going, fuſpeRing his 
own ſafety in continuing there any longer, in the 
night time eſcaped away : and when the Searchers 
the next day came to fieze their prey, they found 
that he was not to be found ; and ſuſpeRing them- 
ſelves to be deluded by the maid, they took her, and 
puniſhed her for her ſervice. 


The 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 

The next newes that they hear of «Atharaſins, 
is, that he is ſomewhere in the Wilderneſs among(t 
the Monks : A people that in their firſt original be- 
can, from perſecution of the Church from without 
the ſame by the heathens, and was then but a ſhift; 


! but 41bout the beginning of «Athanaſius his time, 
* was much increaſed by perſecution of the Church 


from within 1t ſelf ; and in continuance, was now 
grown 1nto the honour of the higheſt (train of pro- 
feſſion,and became in falhion. For by reaſon cf theſe 
perſecutiens,ſvme melancholick ſpirits deje&ted and 


| difiracted at the ſad apprehenſions arifing from the 


preſent troubles, and ſeeing no Hope of redreſs, 


1 choſe rather to withdrai themſelves from all ſecu- 
{ lar affairs and common ſociety, then to live con- 
# tinually in ſuch troubles : And ( as Nazianzen Nazinn: 
ſaith) gave themſelves to a ſolitary life in Wil- £7" 
| dernefſes, and other places apart, to live to God 
more, and to the world leſs then other men do, who 


are bufied in eatthly affairs every day. Amongſt 
which people, ne faith that in his dayes were ſeye- 
ral ſorts ; ſome being Hermiws, wholly abſent 
themſelves from all ſociety, and enjoy communion 
with God alone, knowing nothing of this world but 
ſolitarineſs, But others obſerve more the Law of 
Charity , by communicn and ſociety together a- 
monsſt themſelves : Theſe are ſolitary alſo in their 
kind, and dead to the affairs of the world, and what- 
ſoever turnings and changes there ate in civil affairs, 
vet live they together in ſocieties , and are buſted 
in labour, reſerving themſelves nevertheleſs for 
the worſhip of God as their main end ; accounting 


' the men of the workd impoſters, and are a world to 


K themſeves, 


Noe OY bo 


1:9 
Set, 4, 


Athan 


o 


+ 0 4p £ »a 
—_ 
0 $% 


an Ex 


. 
F 
- 5» av + "= q ©; ” py + 4 J + oe” 7 : 
G : | R - Iv "a. 4 
” __— ore + wu 3's +. ad 5-4 £ 4 * ” yr ae 49 - _ 
. « Ga a, wx y + Vo WT & $4.4 de OI -YX z ” F 
a , yr k - P . So __— . 
6 ky On wy. * m— —— « a %* OR Ss 
4 - þ ; | | | 
ont LY « > OO RX 
——— _ , [ _ ; p F ot _ 
s — Rn . ” 
- 
L n - I <q _ oO or " . mM F , : 
bd I a : ww 
Ray, gn T-. he - pay IE 


Ll 
t þ £4p, I So 
© HL 
Fi 
; $. 
. x 
7 n p 
FT : p 
1505 + Y 
n 
{ bl 
Dd : 'i 
: . d Y 
ji 
=— 3: 
$ 
'M 
3: "y, 
'y 4 
s js x | 
0s 
TE , 
| H {4 
Ci.þ 
l ; | & *F 
: 1 * $ 
i! | SEL. {!t,G. 
WG 
Jr 
v7 


T " ro W. P 3'%%, by V 
EO EI 
_—_ 


SR #3 Tar ng nos | 
s > WS nu 1%, 4 y af = 
DOT, x0" 9h ' 


Athan. 
PU Antore 


oy 


F ITT PF 4 
m* OL: Py \& —» Py $ "a ey 
I FACT: ., | 


— 


The Life of Athanaſius. 
themſelves, and do quicken the graces of one a- 
nother, by contemplating each others vertues, mu- 
tually comparing themlſelyes together, and emu- 
lating one another, T hus far Naz:anzen, If there- 
fore the apparel and diet of theſe men were un- 
handſome, mean, and in a manner ſordid, its not 
to be wendred at, conſidering that they looked 
en eurward Conveniences but as Whey to 


their main end, \nich was Quietneſs of mind ; and 


therefore they abhorred 1dleneſs, and accounted 
ſuch as did not labour to be rather Cheaters then 
Monks. This was a life not very ſuitable to fleſh 
and bloud, and yet in thoſe dayes were many mul- 
titudes-of them, eſpecially in the Egyptian Wil- 
dernefſes: and though thus retired they were, yet 
ſill remained they under the ſurvey of the Biſhops ; 
For its noted that Seraprox one of the Egyptian Bi- 
ſhops had under his alone government ten thouſand 
of them. They were alſo many of them learned 
men, and principal aflerters of the doctrine Or- 
thodox againſt the Hereticks in thoſe dayes ; and 
their writings, continued to this age wherein we 
live,ſufficiently ſhew it. And with theſe men eA- 
thanaſins was not unacquainted, no not when he 
was young ; for even then heentred into acquaint- 
ance with that famous eAzthoay the Monk, and 
did exccedingly obſerve, or rather ſerve him ; he 
was in account the very founder of the Menaſtical 
life by way of profeſſion in the Wilderneſs of E- 
£ypt, and was a man of eminency for holineſs, not 
onely in the Wilderneſs, but even in the Courts 
of Princes, and the Emperour himſelf, And after 
that eAharaſius was Biſhop, he {often delighted 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


to viſit the Monks in their Cells, and to converſe 
with them ; and now in his diftrefle- he hath re- 
courſe to theſe , as to. his ſecureft refuge on 
Earth. 
Neverthelefle this was not all the work that God See, e 

had to do, thus to gain a refuge for drhaxaſins in 
the Wilderneſle, nor 15 it all tneend that Athana- 
ſzas aimes at , thus to hide himſelf, for even in the- 
Wildernefle there muſt be rule and government , 
and though men live as it were out of the World , 
yet the Devil and their luſts follow them ; ſo as 
though theſe Monks,to avoid occahons, do avoid af- 
fairs, though they atme to dra'y nigh to God, yet 
ſoon begin to forget themſelves , and jarres and di- 
viſions befal them there : No form of profeſſion, no 
ſeparation from Chrittian Congregations and Aſ- 
ſemblies , no nor from ſociety in worldly affairs 
with mankind, will be a remedy againſt ſchiſmes 
and errours, A Biſhop therefore ,-or (1t that word 
pleaſe not) an Overſeer is as neceflary in the Wil- 
derneſſe as at Alexandria, to interpoſe, adviſe, ex- 
hort, and by reproof to reduce men into wayes of 


9 


| Reaſon and Religion. And this proves tobe Arha- 


naſras his work now he 1s in the Wildernefle : For 

(to take up the words of Nazianzen) Athanaſins Nazinn, 
was a reconciler in all places where he had to dog by Ercom. 
his wiſdome and example. And in the Wildernefſe han, 
now he labours to reduce amity and unity between 

the Monks and Hermites ; letting them know that 

the holieſt Monks ttand in need of a Viſitor or O- 

verſeer. And that in a Biſhop, as Athanaſns was, 


may be an excellent temperature of a ſpeculative 


tranquility on the one part , and of practical mo- 
K 2» rality 
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; The Life of Arhanaſius, 
rality in political affairs on the other. And that 


Monaſtical life conſiſted rather in gravity-and con- 
fancy in Chriſtian converſation , then 1n ſolitari- 
neſle or ſeparation, And by this means Arthana/ins 
eained tuch authority and reſpe&t amongtit theſe 
Wildernefſe people,that what he pleaſed was a Lay 


tothem, and what he c1ihiked they accounted as fer-_ 


bidden and execrable, 


Whiles Athanaſius 1s thus out of the way , men 


know not where nor which way ; his enemies ob- 
ſerve and examine all travellers , watch ſuch as go 
out or come into 4/exazdria, ſearch the ſhips , 
ranſack the houſes, make enquiry , bring diſtur= 
bance amongtt the brethreh , forrage the Wilder- 
neſſe, where ſuppofing they have a ſcent of him, 
they ſearch the Ceils , examine the Monks, but 
they had as good ask the (ſtones. They doſo highly 
honour Arhanaſins , that they will not admit of 
any parly with the perſecutors , but offer their 
necks rather to the ſword, andif any of them meet 
with any hardſhip for eAtharaſins his ſake , they 
endure 1t with courage , accounting it a high ſtrain 
of the:r profeſſion , even beyond their daily fafts 
and watchings, and proftrations, and lying on the 
cround , which nevertheleſle they held in a great 
account amonglt them, 


And yet 1s eAthaza{;us many times put to ex- 


tream plunges. And is compelled to keep cloſe and 
fAliefrom one Cell-to another , from thence to the - 


Hermites, and atlaſt from the company of men to 
vet amongſt the wilde bealts ; for the malice of 
man he ſufficiently underſtood was implacable . 
Cur enm parcerent Ariam qui me animis ſus pe- 

percerunt, 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


percerant, The Arians will not ſpare .Athanaſinas, 
who will not ſpare their own ſouls; - yet there was 
means uſed to convey to him Letters, Meſſages, and 
neceſlaries. . But the purſuers are at length wearied, 
and return without their ſport , yet watches are ſet 
in all places, with ſuch care and diligence , that 
eAthanaſius dare not look abroad , and this he ſaith 
ſo ſadded his ſpirit, that, Nec lachrimyg ceſſaverit 
ab oculis nec gemitu ab anim , Fc. he ſpent his 


tim2 in weeping and mourning , -becauſe he durſt 


not go abroad to viſit his brethren and parents then 


yet had he his tm2s of ſtudying and writing Let- 


7 ters and Diſcourſes of vindicating himſelf and the 
truth; ſuch as are his Epr/?, ad Solitariam Vitam 
! apentes ; his be Sar 1 De fura ſua, and another 
ad Conſtantinm,and 


is ſecon1 Apology, His Epiſtle 


| ad Serapion, Concerning the Deity of the Holy 


Ghoſt ; his Conſolatory Letter to ths Holy Vir- 


gins, and other diſcourſes, whereof all ages ever 


fince have reaped the benefit ; God hereby making 


! his Wildernefle our Patadice, and the iofle of Ale- 
| xandria_ out gain; yet was that good man ſo far 
| ſenſible of his condition , as to endeavour by all 
! m2ans to regain his liberty, and ſometimes its in his 
| purpoſe to come in and caſt himſelf at Conſtautins 
{ his feet for mercy, and one time was {5 fully re- 
| ſolved, as to do it forthwith , but even at the ſame 


time news comes of a new fire kindled in Con/tan- 
tis his breſt , that burſt out with great fury a- 
eainſt the Weſtern Biſhops ; an unmeet time this is 
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Epift. ad 


Liictt, 


Athan. 
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az 


for eAMthanaſras to adventure , and therefore he Contan. 
nov rather k2eps. himſelf more concealed then ever; 
= 2: yet 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


yet do not his friends at eMlexendrie give over , 
they ftill by all the friends they can make to gain 
acceſle into Conflantius his favour in behalf of A. 
thanaſins, but ſtill receive the repulſe ; his rage 
ſwells the more, the more he 1s ſought to. He 
commands the Alexandrians to ſubmit and be filent, 
he tells them that eAtnana/tus is an impoſor, a 
conjurer, a wicked iretch, a cheator , worthy to 
die a thouſand deaths, and many ſuch diſgraceful 


- reproaches,like an Emperonr he heaped upon him. 


And thus brave eAthaxaſins at once ſuffered in his 
250d name , his body, and mind , yet with a pure 


"conſcience he maintains he field. 
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The Council at Millain intended again 
Athanaſivs, yet iy vain. 


Ut the Arians think Athanef4s quite routed 
and cone, andall their care is to entrench 
and fortifie themſelyes againſt his return ; 

- Fferſolongas heis alive, they fear he will 
retreat and face about again. And therefore ſuppo- 

{ing that Conſtantias 1s able to ſway a General 

Council , they prevail with him to call a General 

Council at 24i/larn, for they mean to beat the Bi- 

ſhop of Rome and the Weltern Biſhops upon their 

oivn dune-hill , and expecting that the Biſhop of 

Rome will be perſonally there, they reſolve to aſ- 

fault him in the £122 of his Rtrenoth. T his Biſhop 

now 
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The Life of Athanaſiu 


tobe a dangerous man , and mutt be reclaimed at 
the firſt , before he takes deeper root, and do more 
hurt. The Council being afſembled , many of them 
out of the Eaſt, but abour three hundred out of the 
Weſt , the Eaſtern Biſhops propound that a De- 
cree might be made for the confirming of the ba- 
niſhment of Athanaſius, never to return to Alc- 
xandria again. But the Wettern Biſhops no whit 
abaſhed at the boldnefle of the Eaſtern Biſhops, 
Panlins Biſhop of Triers , Exſebins Biſhop of 
Vercellis, and Dioniſirns Biſhop of Alba told the 
Eaſtern Biſhops plainly , that the proceedings of 
the Eaſtern Biſhops againſt Athanaſius had been al- 
together unjult, That none of the crimes charged 
againtt Athanaſius were ever proved, nor heever 
allowed liberty to anſwer for himſelf ; and that its 
notoriouſly known to all the World , that what 
had been done againſt Arhaxa/ius, whetner at the 
Council at T yres, or at the Council at Antch, was 
not done to finde out and fayour the truth , but to 
oppreſle it. And which is yet worſe , it is evideat 
that this their propoſal beginning againſt Athana- 


fcus, will end in the ſubverſion of the determinati- 


ons of the Council at Nice, which the Weſtern 
Biſhops reſolved they would never yield unto ; and 
thereupon they diſmiſs the Council. The Emperour 
Conſtantius finding himſelf neither feared nor loved, 
but contrarily that they are not afraid to declare in 
the publique Council, that his government was wick- 


ed and unjuſt, he forth-with, without hearing of a, 
them, baniſhes divers of them, Hofſivs the old 7» t 
K 4 Biſhop 59% 


A $% 


The Lifeof Athanaſius, 
Biſhop of Cord#ba, being one of the Council, a 
man of great learning, witdome, and ſharpneſle of 
wit, a grave man, now abcur a hundred years old,and 
highly reverenced of all , wrote a Letter to the 
Emperour , . Beſeeching him to hearken to the advice 
of bis ſervant , now ;rown old in experience of the 
contrivances of the exemnes of the Church , even the 
eArians whow he had well krown and obſerved n 
their courſe , even from their firſt budding forth ; 
and chat he ever found them ſuch , as that be can- 
not but in faithfulueſſe unts him, beſeech bim to be- 


ware of their wayes and Councils , which cannot en- } 
dure the light ; ana therefore would not appear at the | 
Sardicau Council , which was called by the Empe- | 


roms own Authority , whereto alſs they were ſum- 
roned ; and where their criminations againſt Atha- 
naſius were found and declared malicious deceitful 
forgeries, And therefore it will net be for the Empe- 
rours Honour , nor peace of conſcience , to decline the 
advice of his Council of ſo many Biſhops fearing 
God and approving themſelves faithful to his Impe- 
Taal MajeiFy: Nor to engage his power and au- 
thorit y 11 the defence of thoſe dangerous and abomi- 
able errours of Arius ; Much leſſe will it be ſafe for 
him to adventure ſo deeply 1n the purſuit, of Athanaſi- 
us, without hearing of his cauſe ; and firft of all if he 
rake into confederation his former I etters, Meſſaves, 
Prom:ſes, Oath , and pnblick Editts, 4nd as it bes 
comes Hoſhus i» faithfulneſs to mrd the Emperout 
hereof , ſo alſo will it not be aubecoming the Empernur 
to take it in good part ; and therefore he prayed the 
F mperour to remember that he 1s a mortal may, and to 
frar the Pay of Tudgement , and to be ſure that 

he 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
he keep a good vonjciexce againit that Dreadful 
Day. | 

But Cor/zantias uſed to be humoured by the flat- 
teries of the Arian Biſhops , and lifted up by he 
elorious titles that they vive him ; and eſpecially 
by that new invented Title of Eternal Emperour , 
which he brooked very well, (and yet cou!d be cut- 
tented to deny the Son of God ro be Eternal) 
could not endure this bitter pill of plain dealing 
from Hoſſizs , but his anger riſes and forth-with he 
baniſhes Hoſſizs allo, And then he icnds Zaſebius 
an Eunuch, that waited on him , to Ziberivs Biitiop 
of Rome, to draw him off from the Orihotox Pro- 
feſſion , and to gain him to ſubſcribe to Athanaſins 
his Baniſhment ; and accordingly Exfebins uted all 
his craft by exhortations, promiſes, tenders of re- 
ward , threats of the Emperours diſpleaſure , and 
danger that would fallow ; but all in vain : Liberius 
is deaf toall, Then the Emperour fent for L:be- 
r1#s to come to him , and being come, this parly 
enſued , which I ſhall rather Relate then Tran- 
flate. 
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Conſt. We have thought meet Liberius, 1# regard Set, 3, 


that you are a Chriſtian , that you ſhon!d be Biſhop 
of Rome 5 and we have ſeat to you to require you 


forth-with to rewounce communioz with Athanaſius 


and all his opinions: For the Synod hath dec/ared 
him excommunicate , and the whole world gocth that 
WAY, 2 
Liber. Sir, The judgements of the Church ought 
to be accordixg to juſtice ; and therefore let Athana- 


lus be broght to trial according to the Orders of the 
Charch, 
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The Life of Athanaſius 
Chafch , for he ought not to be condemned by thoſe 
who never heard hm ſpeak for himſelf, 
| Conf. The whole world hath condemned his 
wickedne(ſe, but that he deludeth all mes. 

Liber, The Biſhops who have ſentenced him , have 
done they know not what , but have been drawn to do 


_ what they did for fear of 11an, deſire of glory , and 


avoid reproach, 

Contt. What fear , what glory , what reproach : 

Liber. Whoever loves not the Glory of God, but 
preferres your favour, O Emperour, above it , and 
condenae & man that they never ſaw, is unworthy of 
the name of a Chriſtian. 

Conſt. True , but Athanaſius was convicted, and 
was preſent at the Council of Tyrus, which was a 
general Council. 

Liber. No Sir , he was not preſent when the Y 
paſſed the ſentence , nor did they ſentence him tull 
he was departed. 

Euſebius the Eunuch , The Synod had declared 
Athanaſius to be faln from the Faith, 

Liber. That Synod did appoint fove perſons to enquire 
further evidence againſt Athanaſius , who went for 
that exd to Mareotis, Twe of which,viz, Theognis aud 
Theodorus &4re now dead , the other three , viz. Ma- 
ris, Valens, a»d Urſatius, at the Council at Sardica 
confeſſed that the evidence at Mareotis againit Atha- 
naſius was forged. 1hom then ſhall we believe ? 
thoſe that condemned Athanaſius , and they ach aoww- 
ledged their errour ? or thoſe that wow would con- 
demne him without further evidence ? 

Epictetus a Biſhop , Speaking to the Emperour, 
[ard that Tiberius ded ſpeak, not ſo much from any 


deſire 


The Life of Athanafins, 
! deſire that be had of Juſtice , but that ut might be 
” told at Rome that be had put the Emperour to ſi- 
* lence. 
Conſt. What are you Liberius, that you aloxe will 
: fide with Athanaſjus > and trouble the peace of the 
* pporld in this manner ? 

Liber, .M y berns the oxel y wan, O Experour, 
cannot weaken the word of Truth: For there was a 


/  Euſebius the Eunuch, Ds you Liberius com- 
| pare the Emperour Conſtantius to Nebuchadono- 


; 


4 


i 20rr | 

* Liber. Ne Sr, bat you can without reaſon con- 

: demme a man that never appeared before you. Gallto 
mind 1 beſeech you, and conſrder the general conſent 
of the Conncil at Nice , aud call home the Biſhops 
and others bamſhed , and if they ſhall appear trou- 
blers of the Church, let matters appear at a Gene- 
ral Conncil at Alexandria ; _ let Taſtice be 
done. be 

Epictetus, T here will be ſcarcely found carriapes 

enough for ſuch a company ſo far, 

* Liber. Every Church may ſend their Biſhop by 

Sea, if that be the mpheFt way \, and tarriages may 

be for the reſt. 

| the ſentence is already pa#F aoainſt Athanaſius, and 

Jet you alone will ſtand to maintain commumon with 

that wicked may. 
Liber. A Judge muFt not paſſe ſentence out of 

private ſpleey againſt any man , nor without hearing 


© f him, 
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Conſt. 


Conſt. That which is done , muſt not be undoxe ; 
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The Life of Athaniſius. 

Conſt, He hath troubled all mn, but eſpecially 
my ſelf ; he was not ſatisfizd with my brather Con- 
Rantines death , but d:d4 what he conld to ſet ſtrife 
between my brother Conſtans and my ſelf, and I 
endured it : I never was more glad of any viltor y a- 
gatuſt my ene ny » thea 1 an that Atnanalius, that 
wicked man, 15 now removed out of my way. 

Libzr. Donot,O Emperonr, revenge your ſelf upor 

Biſhops , they ſhould be ak; ir for the prefer - 
wing of hslintſs. Reſtare them to their p'aces, aud if 
they be found agreemp to the Nicene Path , let 
them conſider with a lawful Council, for the main- 
raining of the publique Unity , and ſnffer not an 
1nocent perſon to be oppreſſed. 

Conlt. vo you Liherius what I order ; Subſcribe 
y ur conſent with the reſt of the Biſhops , and then 
return You to Rom: with all my heart, 

Liber. I have bidden aieu to mY brethrez at 
Rom2, the Lawes of the Charch are dearer to me, 
then u my dwelling at Rome. | 

Conſt. Yo# ſhall have three dayes to conſider whe- 
ther yu will 1:92 at Rom2, or where you will , but 
you muff ſubſcribe, ; ) 

Liber. Neither three dayts, mw three nyntths, 
Can c—_ my principles ; ſend me whether you 
leale 

Conlt, T hen 1 order that Libzrius ſhall after tw» 
dayes be required tn ſubſcribe , andif he ſhall they 
refuſe , I command tnat he be banſh:d to B>ret 12 
Thracia , 4nd /:t him have five hundred ſhillings 
for the charge of his journey. 

Liber. 7 pray you let the five hundred ſhillings be 
arv:4 to the ſouldiers, for they need it. 
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The Empreſle. Ler five hundred ſhillings more be 
given to Liber1us from me. 
} Liber. Carry that alſots the Emperour , towards 
bis expedition , but if that needs not, he may pleaſe 
: to give it to Auxeniius 41d Epictetus , for they 
* zeed it, 

Euſebius the Eunuch zmportunately wrged Libe- 
rius to take the wore y, 

Liber, . Tou have waſted the Churches, Euſebius, 
and now will you owe almts ? go firſt and be 4 
Chriſtian, 


{ Andthus after two dayes Liber;ms went into ba- 5/4. 
| niſhment, And about the ſame time alſo F/://arius 
! Biſhop of Porters was alſo baniſhed for plain and 
: wholeſome Counſel given to the Emperour, but mt- 
{ ſtaken by him. And now are the Arians Lords a- 
| lone, and might fit down and enjoy their liberty. 
{ But yet notſo; . For where errour is the principle, 
| there is no reſt but a continual progrefle from one to 
| more, and from more to many more, And beſides 
{ the ſubordinate natural birth that Arianiſme brought 
| forth , there ſprung alſo divers baſtard errours , 

whereof ſome tended to diſ-inherit the very Arian '$,., 1; 

principles and turn them out cf doors. Of which cap. 4 
number about this time aroſe that of the Photini- 
ans , ſo named from F hots, who had his prin- 
ciples from Marcellus 5 whoſe ciſctple be had 
been. The principal points which he taught were, 
T hat God « One and Alove , and not ſubſiſting in 
Perſons. That Chriſt is a man, begotten by a man, 
and not from eternity. That the Holy Ghoſt 1s God, 
and no diſtintt Perſon, Which if ſo, then the Arian 
principles 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


principles are deſtroyed ; and the Arians mult vail þ 
their Bonnet to Photius , take up his name , and lay Þ 


a{ide their own. 


Ca P, XVIII, 


The Council at Syrmium againff Photi- 
nus. The Arian Confcſſ1on there made, | 
whereby both Hoflius and Liberius are 


enſnared. 


He Emperour was at Syrmmm , when as 

Photizus began to at his part, and it in- Þ 

cenſed him not a little , that ſuch innova- Þ 

tions durſt put up head 1n his own pre- | 
ſence ; and therefore he is eaſily induced to call a 
Council there, whereas Photiuns was at that time | 
Biſhop. The Arians furthered him alſo therein, be- 
ing as earneſt therein as himſelf , and procured 
the Emperour alſo to ſend for Hefſius, whom once 
oained , they hoped to gain many more ; and he | 
came, though uowillingly, as he had cauſe, In 
the tranſa&tion thereof the Arians dealt cunning- 
ly : For they made a Confeſſion of Faith , that 
on the one fide aimed to ftrike Photznns in the right 
vein; and which alſo on the other fide may g0 
down with His and others of his way , and yet 
mult ,be ſafe for the Arians to approve. For the 


Council conſiſted molt of ſuch, And this Confeſſi- 


on 1s thus framed, 
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anafius, 


we believe 1» one God, Father Almghty , the Ma- 
ker and Framer of all things ; of whom all the Fa- 
ther-hood in Heaven and Earth is xamed. And is 
his onely begotten Sou our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, be- 


The Life of Ath 


| fore all ages begotten of the Father, God of God, 


Light of {ight, by whom all things are made which 
are in Heaven and in Earth, viſible and inviſible : 

_ Who 15 the Word, Wiſdom, True Light and Life, 

| Who theſe laſt dayes is made Man for us, born of 
| the Holy Virgin, /erucified, dead, and who aroſe from 
| the dead the third day, and aſcended into Heaven; 
fs at the right hand of God the Father ; and ſhall 
come at the end of the World to judge the Living 

| and the Dead , andtorender to every man accord- 
| ing to hu works , of whoſe Kingdome there 15 no 
| end, but remaineth for ever. For He ſhall fit at the 
right hand of the Father , uot onely whilſt this World 

| laſt, but alſointhe World to come, And in the Holy 

| Ghoſt, that 1s the Comforter ; whom the Lord pre- 
| miſed to ſend after his Aſcention unto his Diſciples, 
| that He might teach them, and mind them all things, 
| and did ſend Him ; by whomthe ſouls of ſuch as fin- 
cerely believe in Him are ſarbtified. | 


I, Thoſe therefore that affirm that the Son is of 
things which are wot , or of any other ſab#ance then 
of Ged the Father, Or that there was time or age 
when He was not ; are accur ſed, 

2. Soif any man affirm that the Father andthe 
Son are two Gods. 

3. Or that Chriſt was God before all ages , and 
therewith doth not confeſſe that the Son of God with 
the Father made all things. 4. Or 
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144 The Life of Athanaſius, 
4. Or that the Son of God or any part of Him « 
begotten of Mary. A 
5, Or that the Son 15 bory of Mary according to 
fore-krnowledge , and not before all ages begotten of 
the Father , and was with God ; and that by Him 
all thin TS Were made. 
6. Or that the ſubſtance of Grd may be dilate 
or coatratied. "TY 
7. Or «that the eſſcuce of Goa dilated, makes the | 
Son, or ſhall call the Son as it were the dulating of 
H#us Eſſence. | 
8. Or ſhall call the Son, the Word of God in the 
mind ef the Father ſeated , or the Word brought 
orth.. 
/ g. Or that God Man ts begotten of the Vir 019 Ma- 
ry, #underſtaading thereby that God 1s begotten. 
Io. Or that ſhall expound theſe words | beſides 
Me there is no God] to 'exc/ude thereby the ontly 
begotten, who 1s God from everlaſting. 
; 11, Or ſhall exponnd thoſe words | the Word was 
made Fleſh] to be tranſmutation into Fleſh, 

12. Or by crucif yung the onely begotten Son of | 
God , ſhall underitand that the Son of God did un- 
dergo paſſion, deſtruition, change, diminution, or au= 
mhilation. 

13. Or that ſhall expound theſe words | Let us 
make man,BRc. | as [ſpoken from God the Father to 
himſelf and not to God the Soy. | 

14. Or that ſhall affirm that Jacob wraftled with 
God as God ,. or with God the Father , and not with 
the Son cs Man, 

15. Or ſhall expound thoſe words {the Lord 
=a1cd from the Lord] »ot of the Father and the 

Sor; 
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- The Life of Athanaſius, I47 
's Sn ; b « the Father rained from Hrmſelf. 
; 16. Or that ſhall expound theſe formes of ſptech, 
s | [God the Father, or God the Son, or God of God] 
f || 20 determine two Gods thereby, Eg BED 
» | ; 17. Or nhenhe ſauh,Lord of Lords, ſhall there- 
| by underſtand two Gear, I 0D : 
d | For we do not placs the Son 3n the ſame degree with | 
the Father, but we make Him ſubje# to the 
TY: Y Father, EE CTEES 
f 18, Or ſpall affirm the Father , Son, and Holy 
| Spirit to be ont Perſon,” 


, 


e il 19. 07 that calling the Holy Ghoſt the C owforter, 
1; | ſhall imeydthereby God begotten, , 

20. Or that (hall call any the Comforter , b:ſiaes 
! Whom the Sonof God hath ſo called.  _ 
' 21, Or that ſhall affirmthe Holy Ghaſt to be 
5 þ part of the Father and the Son,  .  _ 
| _ 22, Or that the Son as one of the Creatures uu made 
| by the will of the Father. BO ET LM 2 
's begotten without the will of 


4 
| 
Coo? 


as 23, Or that the Son 15 
; the Father, 


if | . 24. Or that Teſws Chrift the Smof God it me 
Ft from Etermt FX; but to-be the $ on , and Chrif ontly, 


PW hen be was homof Mary , and legan thents be God, 
 Þ «- Sameſetanus ſazd, | 
us | 


1s | This Confeſſion thus framed , as on the one. fide 
* Þ it doth not afſertthat the Son is conſubſtantial with, 
;h. | the Father , ſoon the other. fide it ſaith not in (6, 


;þ | any words. that he is like to ,the Father... So 
being as it were falent in, the paint of fimilitude, | 
they hoped both . the Orthodox and the.. Arian, | 
Would ſubſcribe thereto 58 agres in the con- ] 
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demn'n? of | DOtr ht: ; if he 19 »tild prove obRi- 
nate. | 

Bus Lis Confer Mn chus fr:med, ther wore 
to other Confeſſions ottered . which were ſairered 
to paſſe abruad ; but which of all the:e was offered 
to £ botinus to ſubſcribe, arnvereth not by the oY 
flory ; but 77 appearein that Phorinas 7: Nraſed x 
ſubſcribe , and unde: took to defend bis opinions by 
diſpute ; yet not !ausfying the Council , they de- 
clared him excommunice te ; 5 Dat (hed him ; 
and 2Ccordingly he revred bim'e all his dayes. 
Nevertheleſſe he publiſned a curſe apainkt all 
Hereſtes. For even Hereticks ill condemne He- 
refes. 

Of th:ſe two -ofher Confetfions one iS whaly 
conceated by the Hiſtorians , onely they ſay that 
therein thit the words Sabjtarce and Conſab- 
nnial Were not oncly © omitted', but expreſly for- 
biccen to be uſed either in ceachino or diſputation, 
For the way to bring in Herefie , is to do 1t by de-- 
grees, they fir{t canceal the words that do diffe- 
rence truth from errour , and then afterwards foiſt 
in words wi lead in their ertours, But this 1s 
not all : for in the Crme Confeſh? 197 thus Concealed, 
tney Hg \ That the Father & greater they the 
Sonu 1n Homonr, Di gnity, and Dei 3 , aud in the Name 
Father, And that the Father #5 w1t ont beeinming ; . 
ard that the Generation of the Son 1s kh now onely to 
the Facher, Put as touching” the third Confefſion, | 
although 1t be not concealed; yet It feems it was 
reſerved to be owned by another Council , 3 asnot 
ſo-firtirg for the preſent purpoſe , where ſuch di- | 
vers ConfefFons were propounded; and the 'mem- 


bers 


> Om 978 was T 
—_ <<... 


The Life of Athinsfius; 149 
bers eacty of them abowndmeg in theic expry T-ver it 
ſences, -might by mulciplyin? d&vares bens oe! 
wWithdut Eoncluding avainlt P Bat ns, and - 24, 119. 
rate into netalns, ; 
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Photinas. thus di oatched, Hoſſivs cones won Ser. 2. bi 
the itage,” and 1s fequir? a to ſub £1b2, but : ne IC My 
quainted with th:te debates, retuſel Ute: of ro word; 
waich being told ta2 Emperout, and the v!.ol2 cre- "BIN 
dit-of their proceedings at the Council d. pending Kt 
much th4feu 50n, they: uſe all fair m2ans they can in- 1934 
vent to gain him to their b25t ; but not prevailing, - BY 
they Fall ro 4m verial comm bs, from thenc? FG \l 
th:e1ts, and from: threats t blovs, and laftly by is 
tortures they compel the £00 old man to ſubſcribe Jy 
th: Confeſſion, but coutd not prevail with him to | 


ſubſcrih2 to their preceedings xgailt e Ah waſins 5 Ahan,” *\ 
at lait ſeeing thzy could not gif att, they on Ire. 23 31 
contented in what was don?, and they diſm*'s 
to. his' Biſhoprick again, Aad then the 25 call for 
L:iberivs, nov famous for his out defence of oA- : 
thaza/ius D2tfore the Emoerour: him hey t:H what 
oth2rs had done, and ho v that Famous Fs had 
agr22( to cheir proceedings, and ſhw:q to hitn his 
ſu5ctiption 3 an4 accordingly they requi'2 Libe- 
rins to do the liks. Liberins hereupo51 ſhewed 
himſelf the ſucc:flor of Sr. Peter too much, in that 
though he ſaid formerly three dayes, nor three 
months could chunge his rexfon, yet it ſeems three 
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years did : For the Hiftory mentions not oth-rviſe, Roron. An; 
but that he ſubmitted to whatſoever they Jmmd- 357+ 1, 
ed of him. But Hoſ/ſi#s was much troibled for 4* 

what he had done, and living not [992 after, made 

bis laſt Will, and therein proteſted a rirtthe Em- 
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pe rours cruelty and eniorcement of his Subſcription, 
uttterly rencuncing all the Arian 5 inions, and died 
Orthodox, Aibeit there are not wanting ſome 
that mike (2d conjeRtures concerning him, yet eA- 
thaza us bears him witnels, that 1s nfrmity here- 
in was (Sem imbecilitate, and exilt teas) cauſed 
by the weakneſs of old age, and the mitery he had 
endured in his bamiſhment, and/ that thereby he 
was ( 1npar verperibus ) unable to endure tortures ; 
and ſo he gave place for a time, yet a famous and 
worthy man Fe 1* 1n eAthana/:#s his eſteem. And 
as for Liberius, Baromus aſſureth us, that after he 
ſubſcrib:d, and returned to Reme, where he was 


 formetly exceedingly beloved, there were many 


that touk ſcandal at him, ana made a ſchiſm in his 
Church, divers of them going along with Felix, 
who had been Biſhop in his abſence, and never 
would communicate with Liberivs ſo long as Felix 
lived ; But after his death, they ( upon many te- 
{timonies of Liber:#s his repentance ) ſubmitted to 
Joyn \vith him again. 

The falls of theſe two great lights of the Church 
( though thus cleared to all ) (ſhaked the Orthodox 
Chriſtians exceedingly , and made many to ſtag- 
ger at the firlt news thereof , and may ſerve to 
mind, eſpecially old Profeſſors, ( as Baronns doth ) 
of ren to uſe"that prayer of the Pſalmiſt, And now | 
when I am cld aud (ray headed, O Lord forſake wt 
ot ; more elpecially in this inftant of apoſtacy 
wherzin we now live. 

Thus the C ouncil at Syrmnm hath done ſome- 
what towards the advancement of the Arian Cauſe, 
yet upon cool confideration, caſting up their aC- 
compts 
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The Life of Athanatius, | 
compts, they tind little gains from their Confeſſ;- 
ons ; wit ihey have gotien,they gained by ſcratch- 


ing, and waen they have u, they may put it in 


their eyes and fee not one whit the worſe; Nay. 


they begin to think themlelyes ladſers, and in the 
concluſion are {arry for what they have done. Some- 


what is found in their Confeſſion, which can hard- 


ly be defended from being contradiory to ſome 0- 
ther clauſe therein ; and thereupon to amend their 
error, they apply themſelves to the Emperour, to 
gain his Proclamation to call in all the Copies of 
their Confeſſion that patſed abroad ; which the Em- 
our does, with a penalty for ſuch as ſhall refuſe, 
or neglect to bring in ſuch Copies as they have ; 
but all in vain, the recalling them in, makes them 
ſcatter the more abroad, and the error made more 
notorious 2nd in Conclufion to repair their credit, 
they publiſh to the world the confeſſion of cheir 
Confetſion, That ſomewhat was done per /imnlta- 
ters, and Veteratorie, by guite and cheat to over- 
reach ; andit may be all that they did was ſo done. 
For if ſuch as ſeparate upon unwarranteble grounds 
may come to cheat in the confeſſion of their Faith, 
they will much more do it in the profeſſion of their 
life : But for all this, the Arians are neither ſatis- 
fied in what they have done, nor in what they have 
undone ; they therefore have another confeſſion of 
Faith in the Bank, which they reſerve for another 
Council to hold forth, for they cannat paſs it at 
Syrmium, and therefore they will have one Coun- 
cil more, yea they ivill have many more ; hoping 
at leneth that the Orthodox Biſhops will either be 
weary of coming to their Connculs, and find ex- 
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caſes of abſence ;_ or if they come, that the Empe- 
routs Preienc? will ſo zppal them, that'they will be 


ſo wile as to keep hlence,- and ſuffer the Lame to 20 : 

for the Arians without contradiction, FI Re | 

oy 4; ENS ap: SCA + S6-- | 
CAP..XLA, SN « 

T be Conrcils af Arminum 4d Se'euci2,, The | 


Arian Confeſſuon of Faith there; The | 
S chiſm between the a F145, and the Semis | 
Arians, - ; 
;therto the Arians are anhd the petfon of 
- thaza/ias jmmediatly, © but: henceforth 
more by 1d during the rematnder of Conf an 
1145 his xign they directly £4ee, apd' efn- 
Jeavour to outface the doctrine of the Coukeit at | 
. Nice. And, for this purpoſe, the Eniperour ells 
'. 29: another ceneral Council at CAT ili in: Taly, | 
PR - where the Aſſembly was ſo-great, for iHhere wete 
7h "s nigh foyr hancred Bilhops, that the Atiafi ering 
ip. 1 that they thould be ſhamefulty overmatchedy" Com- 
plain to rhe Emperout that eArmmum 18* too far 1 
for the Eaſtern Þiſhops to come unto; 'and there- | 
for adviſe the Emperour that' there may *be-two | 
Councils h{lglen at once, , one in the Eaff, ' 4nd ano= |} 
concit, 10 the Weſt; which they did the rathet hoping j 
7-7-5. aereby it todivide the O Orthodox party, and diſtra&t | 
© their © 0uncils the more. |''And the Emperor ac- | 
corvingly appointed the' Eaftern Biſhops ts meet |: 
-« Nizconedia, and that the Weſtern Biſhops | 
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The-Life of Athapahys. 
ſhould ill held. thr meciing at- ola .Tae 
meeting at Nicom-dia, was fir of acti: 12d to be 2t 
Nice | but the Biihos liked not th 2rwof - - Poihibly 
tne u2m2 of the Place reflet:d upon thei: Leooter 
ences , and th2ri ar 1t was = tO be at Nicgn- 


us - «4 


| dia; 1t was wreed: by tm, but God agreed not 
thereto-- - for beiorg- tne'r meeting there, an Exrth-. 


quake ma 2ets "05s 8 houſes failing in ſeveral ple 
ces, they are-fierel by. their ovn, Hearths, and the! 
fire aihers ; fo A a3 92289820 the. fire and the = 
quake, the wavle Cie is couumed, fe. of the peo- 
ple eſcaping, decauic; $12y. KI2Y AOL SY 1102T To tug 
themeles, Hereupon M2 MECTIAL of the EW 
that ſhould nave. 9-29 35552 45 Jxecmined to b{! 
Nice; but ! MK V8. Wacrwile deny + a2] Hy >; 
for: every 13h ESO} re. 36 UG? "E FUA5h ind int 
pace. ragir un 2et a2 "19; mizem nt of Ln 
{hv 4, 10 kn2y NT Wu 2 tn .20;: AL laik, - Ce- 
Jen's an) ls of dſevrie, 5 thou," 1297 3 ; 42J lagt 
MBychaie two £ 19 15 BIOL 5.400 12 »f{ Tong tl! 2 ty.g and 
and tiwventicil y 2a; of. Coy Renee | ui Reign * | al- 
thougn ſous 2k it 19,041.40 YIArs lies.” Wh2- 


ther the Extern Bui were \ \Itareaine, |. .aQ ihe cap. 


Emperors cnrg2, 1 fialenoc ; JUTE ſaid that 12 
Wetftery Bihoys, at eeeniinyns refuſe :1che Em- 
PErors entertain 2It, 43.! Carvghat, their own chur- 


oes all of th:m, ſaving ty Bithqos that cam? from 


Brittain, who v2re p23: ani thzcefore had the Em- 


Pernrts ulow ce, 
The Councils 52inz bnth of th:m| thy ſetle4 to 
=, 
their work , th: m/chabey Les cn 0gp them rul23 for 


the ordern? of their proc:elings, amongit winch 
thzſe eſociuly : g's 7 That te Y/ {hold 
{| L 4 £01k 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
from time to time certifie the Eniperour their pre- 
ceedings by ten of the members of each Council, 
Secondly, that neither of- the ſaid Councils ſhonld 
intermeadle with the proceedings of each other, 
Laſtly , that they ſhould firſt proceed concerning 
the ſetling of the Doctrine and Faith , and then a 
gainſt criminal offenders. The Council met at A#r- 
minmum , begins accordingly with the Doctrine. 
And firft Urfatins and Valexs, Acaſins and Eudoxi- 
" , with the reſt of the Arian party , propound to 
the conſideration of the Synod to agree in one Con- 
feſfion of Faith, which onee done would facilitate a 
'way to all other their proceedings ; and in order 
thereto they produce a Confeffion of Faith,formerly 
framed at the Council at Syrmmm , and which they 
geſerved to be conſidered and confirmed by ano- 

her Council ,; and then eftabliſhed by the Impe- 
rial power. 'T his Confefſion thus produced, they - 
faid was already concluded at Syrmmm , but it was 
now eat to be by this Council affirmed with- 
out any debate. And that then this'Council. at Ar- 


 wizurm ſheuld do well to diſanul all 'other Forms . 


or Confefſions of Faith , and make them void. 
This Confeffion thus produced , 1 ſhall recite it as 
] find it in Socrates ; beciuſeit more ſuiteth in the 
Preface to the Copy that - Athanaſius had, then 
doth that mentioned by Baromm. 4 22-1 
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T he Life of Athanaſius. 


This Catholick Faith (in the preſence cf Our 


Lord ConFtantins Flavins, Euſebins and Hy- 
raths being C enſuls) at Syrmnns the elevenih 
of the Calends of Jare , was publiſhed. 


we telieve in ons ortly and true God , the Father 


Almighty, 1M aker and Worker of all:thigs: Ard 


1n one onely begotten Son of God , who was before all 
ages, and before all beginning , ard before all time 
' which can be concerved , and before all melizgible 
N ot10n begotten of God the Father withont all paſſion; 
by whom as well all generations , as all things are 
wade ; theoue begetwen alone of the Fatber,alone be- 
 FLotten , God of God, like to the Father who begat 


' TJ3 


Him, according to the Scriptures, w hoſe generation \ 


none knows but the Faiber alone who tegat Him, 


Thu bis oxely begotten Son we k1ow by the will of 


the Father, came from Heaven to take av ay ſinnes 
He was born of the Virgin Mary, corterſed with 
diſciples, according to E'xs Fathers will fuifilled all 
| order, was crucified ,. ſuffered death , deſcended te 
| Hell, fulfilled all things there ; at whoſe preſerce 
' the porters of Hell trembled ; the third day he aroſe 
| again, ard again comerſed with His diſciples , and 
eſter forty dayes aſcended to Heaven, to ſit on the 
| right hand of the Father. And ſhall com at the laſt 
| dayin the Fathers glory to render to every one ac- 
* cording to bis works, And in the Hol , it 


; S 
: (which the oxely beyotten Son of God Jeſms C brik 
| promſed to ſend to man) the Comforter, 


The word $ ubRance, when we ſprak of God , we 


take 
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x56 The! Life of Athanaftus, | 
take awty, and forbid t9 bo uſd ; z Jet wwe affurm the | 
So in all things to b: PRE the Father, 


"This 1s th2 firit tim? hat] Jad that paint con- 
Z cerning our Saviour .Chcatts ;0 deſcendip? © {Hell to | 
be mention2d in the publ:k 2 Conerion af tae Saith; | 
 thecredit' whereof, as Alſo of 5ch1zr points of this þ 
Canfelſhion whica were Ut Como vertic: m thoſe 
times , doth-not a little dzpcng upon tie. patrons Þ 
of this Confe 1i»1 Urſatina an |-Valtns , they nat Þþ 
onely bing Aians, batrelavted Artins., and had 
entertainment by the Council at Armin accord- 
ingly"; for thz Octhodox Bith9ps there .atſembled | 
excc ding th? Artans-»1n-numIer «by much; dill ac- Þ_ 
cording as the Arians propoundel ; - they would ne- Þ 
ther debate the particulars thzreof , nor the waole, þ | 
: but told the Arrans that-they cam2..not thithes to þ | 
ſeek a new faith , but to aſſert the ol4Faith deter- | 
mined and agrezd by the Council at. zee, and to ff | 
convince all guin-ſayers, and all ſuch as. wautt.in- f | 
novate , as was evident ,' thy wi»: produced this | , 
new Confeſſion antenÞe1 to do.. Tay furchen told Þ ; 
the Arians, that th:melves reſolved to adhere th the | 
Nicene Faith which they had recaived:, :andyould þ , 
rez th nothing more or lef then gh. And that Þ { 
they "would hald- to thewery wo-ds: $45 face-andf | 
Conſubſtanal, And thereupon the C uacil-at r- þ » 
nu proceeded to: depoſerand Diith the Arian | 
Bzho5s who had proghiced . and infited-uppn«this 
new agen Mn 4 Ted thentaty fram=1a. Narrative Þ 
of what t oy haddone-, } anJſent it by ten Bifho2r, . 
mzmH2rs of their Aſſzmbly,to Conſtantins , whece- Þ 
40 th. oy eotd tiz Em Sn plninly thu they would Þ 
> _ nat 
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The Life of AtÞonafins, 157 
* nbt recede frem the Nicene Faith, no not a nails 
breadth. Bur the Arian Meſſergers more ſwift of 

foot , | frft oained into ( ouſt art Its his prelence ; and 
poſſefled Im with prejucice ; ſo as the other Meſ- 
ſengets 'cculd gain no acmittance nor audience, 

whom 1 muſt Ieave in expectation , til ſomething, - 

: from the Council at Seleacia come up in equal front 


Ss. £ : hy SY - L & 4 g = . of 
w F - Irs 3 F *s & We ' : 


| with thoſe from Arminum, =o 
' | © The 'Ccuncil at Se/zxcia did meet to thenumber. Se, 4, 5 


5 
A 
X 


1 + ſome: differed from ofhers,, and in, this Councal, p;.. -,,- 
\ ; 7 ] - . 
- i 
vY * 


* Þ the word ConſubHantial ; and therefore rejeted 

e- | the Nicene Faith for the onely ſake of . that word. nh 
14} And of thisfort was Baſil Biſhep of Ancira , Ma 7,5 au 
gt Þ - cedonns 
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156 The Life of Athagaſtus, : 
cedonins, Euftacins , and othets. But others there 
were Who would not alloy of any divine ſubſtance | 
in Chriſt , or anylikeneſſe in tym with che Father, | 
and tazrefore ate calted Arians by way of Empha- 
fis ; and of this number were Ac/1us Blihop of 
Ceſaria , Eudoxius Bilhop of Amtoch, George | 
Bithop of Acxaxdria, Urſarm Bilhop of 1 pres, | 

: and others. 

Se, 5, Thee Biſhops thusm?t at Seleucia, firlt »re at 

variance about the manazr of th=ir proceedings, 

{1,0 The Acs/ans would firlt proceed 2gainit Cyril Bt- 

| MW ſhop of Hieruſalens, and ->thecs c>mplained of as | 

[1 criminous, But Bajl and others inſiſt upon the 
Emyerors erder , an therefor would begin with 
m1itters concerning the doft-in2 of Faith, and in | 
this diff:rence th: Council ws ſo divided, that Þ 
taey never re-united afterivard ; but y:t th: myar þ 
part cartied their proceedin zs according to the Em- 
perours order , firſt beginning wich the doRcine of 
Faith, Then the Acafiis move that the Confefli- 
on of Faith by the Council at Nice , ought firit be 

| abrogated and taken out of the way , before the | 
Council could bz free to conclude any matters con- | 
eerning the. ſam2. But the Semi-Arians like not | 
thit, reſolvihg zo hold to the Nicene Faith, onely | 
they would have ſom2 explanatian or alteration of | 
that word ConſubFantial, After long debate, Syl- | 
vanus one of the Semi-Arians maved thu the f 
Confeſsion of Faith made by the Council at Axtr= || 
och , might be takzn into confi{eration, And the | 
next day the Semi-Artans prevailed to have it read, || 
as it's formcly ſ2r down , and after lonz debate the Þ_ 
Council carrie it that the ſamz ſhould be Conte F 
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The Lije of Athznzfius, 


RE .. . Wo , _ 


re | medand ſubſcribed , and vi hiles the ſeme was thus 


| Confeſſion read in the Council ; and thereupon the 
; debate is renewed in the Ccuncil, for the framing 
| of a new Confefſign, but that whele day was 2lſo 
 fruitleſly ſpent, 2nd nething could be concluded, and 
ſo the Council diflolved for that day alſo : The next 
| Gay the Ccunci] met 2gain, but the Acafians came 
* not, then are they often called one by one, but none 
| appearing, the Council proceeds againit them as de- 
| ſerters, and baniſh them , and elet Anamas Bi- 
ſhop of eAmntuch, in the room of Eudoxius, There- 


| 1m to Leonas by w 
| may be good at keeping off fifty cuffs, but not 


paſsirg at the Ccuncil, they cauled the doers to be 
* ſhut, to avoid interruption, Acafins ſeeing the 
| doors ſhut, told them that things done thus in ſecret 
| areſuſpicious ; and dehired ihat they weuld delay 
' thatwcrk, wn regard that himſelf and others had 


in readinefle ancther C cnfellion cf Faith , which 


| he produced , and cefired that the ſame might be 
\ read, which coukd not then be cbtained, | 


But on the third day, 47 acedezius joyning with the 


' Semi-Arians were ſo {trong, that the - ca/:ays with- 
| drew themſelves,and departed frum the Council.Put 
| en the fourth day Leona appointed by the Emperor 
| to preſerve the peace, interpoſea,. ard {iretched his 


Authority ſo far, as he prevailed to have the Acafian 


upon the Acafians apprehend Awmnns, and deliver 
5a he 1s baniſhed, Sauldiers 


ſchiſms, and of the twain are better for peace,then 


F truth : Theſe Ar1ans thus divided frem the Church, 
' | divide amoneſt themſelves; for if ſeparation be from 
| a rule,and not to a ruleit is d:v:þb1l/15 1n ſemper dit» 


ſebyles, without all ; andeſpecially if ir beſo unhap= 
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The Lifesf Athanuis, 
Py as to havea quiet Toleration: But the news of 
this Schulm comin? to C Orſbanrens ; he reſolyes t9 
havz the hearing thereof bfo 2 himſelf, yet not in 
th Pre elence of the a Omncil, bit by their 
D-legates, t2n of each party to attend hum for that 
purpole, 


Durinz theſe TranſaKions'at Selencra, 'the Meſ- | 


ſengers of th2 Council at zArminum, having atten- 
dedlong ap0n1 thz Emyerors leaſure, at length ob- 

tains audience, an] the Em3zror upon the Teadity 
of the Letter from eArminum, writes another Let- 
ter to the Council, tmyotting that the matter of 
their Letter,and cequired. tim? to adviſe wponit; and 
thit the Emperour was now intent upon an expedi- 
tion ag1inſt the/Burbarizns', and after his returnhe 


will give them further ſatisfaion , and in the: 


man tim? his will is that thay (hull continue ſifting 
in Council , "tiff thzy receive - further order from 
him. To this 'Letter "hs Council retumed anſwer 
that they. cannot undo what they have done ; nor 
diſclaim their principles. And therefore again be- 
ſeech him to confirm wiat they have done ; and 
to grant them lewve to depart to their Chutches be- 
fore Winter com2s on , many of them being aged, 


and hwing far to 20, But ths Emperour: ill makes: 


delayes ; lo 25 miny of the Biſhons depart from 
the Council, without the Emverours lerve ; onely 


a few who lived in the adjacent parts to Armin 


ftaye1. 


Daring this tergiver -latidr - the Arian D2 ons 
from the Ariap party at the Council at Arminan, 
h1d prevailed with th2 Emyzrotr to take” their' 


Confeflion of Faith inta confidecation at '4 petty 
Council, 
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; by The Life of Ath naſtus, IGSy , f | 

' Council , called for ihat and the like purpoſes at 318 

' Nice in Thracia , where-tipon fmall conſideration, 414 
115 Confellicfh of Faith, contrived at Sy rmum, bs; 

and propoſed at Armizum , is faon determined and baht 
confirmed 4 \apd the Emperenr thus ftrenethened 1 

in his Fauh , firft impeſeth it upon tie Orthodox oh 

| Delegates ſznt from Armimam , and confpelled- WP 3 

| them by force to ſubſcribe thereto ; and wo the Wl 
 Emperour tent 1t to the Council at eArmmnumttobe "1 

| ſubſcribed and confirmed by them ; but it is im- Th! 

| mediately delrvered to the Emperocurs Lieutenant "140 
in /taly , ' Urſatins and Yalens accompanyibs it, 21 
| whe are commanded to ſee the ſame put in execu- 11 
| tion, and' that ſuch as ſhall refuſe to ſubſcribe Wy: 
| thereunts , fhall be forth-with baniſhed; which | il 
-þ work was fo pleaſing unto theſe two Biſhops , that Mk 
| they ſee the fame executed to the utmoſt, with all Woh, 
; | rigor upon this ſmall remnant of the Council that tity 
- | continued at e7117u»9 , and in all other places, ; "i 
ſo far as tne Emperours pewer conld reach,” by 103 
. | meanes whereof as many of them were baniſhed, ifs! 
| fo there wanted not ſome that did ſubſcribe the 1 
. þ ſame. | gens it 
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the truth , and yet not diſ-affirm either the Empe- 
rours Confeſſton at Syrmiuns , nor that of the Aca- 
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Life of Athanaſius, 


Cav. Xx. 


L FP 7 ewe | Ps $1 2 Sg 
The Councils at Conſtantiaople and at 


Ancioch : Coaſtaatius his Death. 


Council. The thing is to cure the wound 
made amonglt the Arians by the Seleuctan 
Scahiſm , and for this cauſe a Council 1s called at 
Conſtantinople , of the neighbouring Biſhops of 
Thracia and Bythima , wherein th2 E:nperour did 
waat pollibly he could to mike up the breach, by 
commnding both and blaming both , yet can be 
not prevail ; and therefore he laſtly takes off the 
heads of both, and removes ſuch as he apprehends 
to be of greateſt authority on either part , and ba- 
niſhzd on the one part Eudexins and Artis, who, 
were Arians of the higheſt ſize, and on the other 
part Bafi/ Biſhop of Ancyra and others ; the firſt 
was done in juſtice for m1intaining that the Son of 
God is unlike the Father , which was contrary to 
the do&trine of the Syrmian Faith , now the Empe- 
raurs Faith, Thelater was done in anger for per- 
ſonal reſpe&ts. However in the main the Emperour 
ſeemed to carry himſelf equilly , becauſe he ſpared 
neither party, But the Council at Conſtantinople 


ſeeing the Emperours endeavour unſucceſſeful, they 


tak2 up another courſe , and hope to finde out a 
Confeſſion of Faith , that may ſeem to hold forth 


ftans, 


( 9 nſtentizs hath one work more to do , 
wherein he muft have the help of another 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 1. A0 
fiafs , nor of the Semi-Arians, but conſiſt with all, 
and this they more ealily and readily compoſe, be. 
cauſe they make the Emperours Confeſſion their 
orcund-work , and over-lay the ſame with a var- 
niſh of other words , not apparantly altering 
the ſubſtance , but explaining it in manner fol- Soc. 1b. ,, 
lowing, \ cap. 32, 


we believe in one God the Father Almighty , from 
whom are all things, And un the onely begotten Son 
of God , begotten of God before all ages, and before 
all beginning ; by whom ail things are made , viſi- 
ble and inviſible , the alone onely begotten of the Fa- 
ther , alone begotten God of God J ltke to the Fa - 
ther which begat him according to the Scriptures; 
whoſe generation ns man knows , but the Father onely 
which begat hims, We know this onely begotten Son of 
| God to be ſent from the Father , to have deſcended 
 Þ from Heawen, as it is written , and converſed with 
. | Diſciples; and having fulfilled all order , accordin 
| to his Fathers will, to be crucified, dead and buried, 
to have deſcended into Hell, at whom the Devils 
trembled ; to have riſen from the dead the third day, 
converſed with hit Diſciples , and after forty dayes 
| taken up into Hemun , to fit on the r:oht hand of the 
Father, That he ſhall come at the laſt da of the-. 
Reſurreition with the glory of his Father , that he © 
may render to every one according ta his yworks, And 
in the Holy Ghoſt , whom the ontly begotten Sou of W; 
gee , Chriſt the Lord and our God promiſed, that Wo: 
e would ſend to Mankind : The Comforter , 4s it is j 
written , the Spirut of Truth , which he ſent when 


| 
He was taken upinto Heaven. h '\# 
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F4p. 30. 


The Life of Athanaſins. 


T he word | Subſtance] we atterly diſallow and take 
away. 

The word Subfiſtence of the Father, Son and+ 
Holy Ghoſt, ought likewiſe not to be mentioned. 

we affirm that the Son ts like ta the Father, 


*. 


And thus the Arians produce many formes | 
contrary to the Nicene Confeſſion , to the end , | 
that if they gain not the day for their principles | 
to ſettle in the minds of men , yet at leaſt their 
minds may be poſlefled with many notions , 
and unſetled in the Nicene Doctrine, And that 
theſe notions may ſeem more ſolid , they are 
countenanced by Councils , whoſe pride would 
never ſuffer them to ſtoop to the truth, nor to | 
the ſame expreſſions of one and the ſame errour, 
And theſe Councils are holden many of them at 
the ſame place or places of the ſame name where 
formerly Orthodox Councils were holden , as at 


Nice, Sardica, and Arminum, that the common 


people might be confounded the more in their right Þþ 
underſtandings of the determmation of their prin- 
Ciples. Nevertheleſſe the Arian wound (ll bleeds 
freſh : CManaſſe is againit Ephraim, and both a- | 
eainſt 74dab, The Acaſians are angry both with the 
Semi-Arians and Orthedox , but the Semi- Arians 
are ſtark mad againſt the Orthodox 3 Macedonima | 
the Leader of the Semi-Arians ſpares none that 
comes within his Ecclefiaftical Power , and will 
not communicate with him, and where his Eccle- 


ſaftical Power falls ſhort, the ſouldiers help him 
with fire and ſword, 


© Ld C&D) =» wWw HEE Ge TE 


@ ev» © 
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The Life of Athanaſius; 2163 
- But the Orthodox will not ſatisfie them ; the | 
Novatians alſo ftand 1n their way, though they com- Seer, z. 
municate not with the Orthodox ; yet they willnor 
communicate with Macedonians; and therefore he 
heaps on them all the inſolencies that the ſouldiers 
can deviſe , with that extremity, that the Noyati- 
ans Can endure no longer, but take armes in their 


own defence , and in a plain battel in the field 


winne a victory , With the effuſion of much bleod, 
both of the Emperours ſouldiers and their Arian 


| aflociates, Hereat the Emperour is troubled ; if his 


ſouldiers cannot prevail againſt a tumultuary party, 
how ſhall they fand againſt a formed army of ene- 
mies? butthe Arian party is extremely vexed, and 
both Emperour and Arian fall upon Macedomwus ; 
and baniſh him from Conſtantinople ; and ſo that 
See void ence more of Macedomus , Endoxius gets 


into his room after his wonted manner ; no man 


knows how ; for the Emperonr diſowned his ele- 


ion : Neverthelefle once in, he ſeeks the peoples $02.1ib.44 


approbation z and to ſhew his deep reach into mat- cap. 25+ 
ters of divinity , trained his wit into a higher 


pitch of blaſphemy then any formerly had attain- 


ed; hetells the people what they never heard be- 
fore : Namely , That God the Father 1s impions, 
and that God the Son is prous ; and whiles men are 
wondring at the ftrangenefle of the doctrine, he 
opens the riddle, and tells them , That God the 
Father did net worſhip axy one , but God the Son 
worſhipped the Father, Hereat,ſaith the Writer, the 
people laughed , which is no lefſe range ; but 
They that feed upon Hereſie , will make no bones of 
Blaſphemy, Otherniſe _ Biſhop and Boe 
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Sett, 4 


Soc. lh. 


Cap. Zo. 
Soxz, lib. 4 


Cap. 19, 


The Lifesf Athanafins. 
had more cauſe to weep. Hewever the Emperour is 
ſo well ſatisfied in him, as he did not onely-not 
depoſe him , but ſhewed ſo much ' reſpect either to 
him or others of his perſwaſion , as to condeſcend 
that they of Arins tis higheſt forme. ſhould held 
another Council at Amzoch. , 

But the Novatians having approved them- 
ſelves thus good ſouldiers againſt the Macedo» 
nian party , bethink of ſtrengthening themſelves, 
by growing in amity with the Orthodox , as they 
were now baptiſed in enmity with the Semi-Arians; 
For though they {till hold to their principles con= 
cerning the obſervation of Eaſter , and non-com- 
munion with ſuch as had relapſed, and{uch as after 
Baptiſme had committed mortal fin , as they term- 
edit, in all which they were in the negative, yet 
in other points more fundartnemal , they were ſo 
gronnded that they loved the Orthodex above all 
others, they would joyn 1n prayer:with them, they 
would pray for them: , and would even die for 
them , and were requited with the like obſer- 
vance from the Orthodox to them again ; yet could 
not theſe come full home to one another in all 


- the Publick Ordinances , to communicate toge- 


ther. 

The Acafians or Eudoxians alſo labour to fortifie 
their party , and therefore as unanimouſly as they 
can , they aflemble at rhe Council now called at 


Amuch ; yet the Semi-Arians come thither alſo: ; 


more 1 number , but inferiour to the:other Arians 
in power , who- being more potent at the Court, 
and the other diſcountenanced , did. rule all atthis 
Council , and put in and out as they pleaſed ; E- 

doximt 


The Life of Athanaſias, 
doxins is confirmed Biſhop of Conſtantinople ,, and 
Metetas made Biſhop of Amtroch ; although in him 
as well as others, they were miſtaken. For /eletus 
'was Biſhop of Sebaſtia, one of excellent parts of 
learning, eloquence, and prudence , and of an ex- 
cellent plauſible carriage , which added a luſtre to 
all the reſt, On this man» the Eudoxians look , as 
one that may winne many to them, For the people 
admired tim ; and accordingly at Amtioch they 
flocked to hear. him, But upon a day as he was 
Pacing to the people , towards the concluſion of 
is Sermon , his zeal growing more then crdinar1- 
ly, he brake forh intoa clear aſſerting of the Ni- 


I65 


Soc, (ib, 2, 


CP. 3J4e 
Theod, 
'(:0.2.6.3T. 
Sor. lib.g. 
C1. 27, 


cene DoErine, [which being obſerved by one of 


his Arian Auditors , Who was as furious, as Ade- 
letus was zealous, the Arian fteps to Melerns, 
and with his hand ſtops CMelerns his mouth, AMele- 
tus notwithſtanding fretching forth his hand ex- 
tended three fingers, and then clofing them toge- 
ther, pointed out one finger alone ; the people un- 
derſtanding his meaning , a tumult is raiſed ; the 
Arian eſcapes away , and 2ſel/etas declared him- 
ſelf for the Nicene Faith more plainly ; the Arians 
are aſhamed , and delerus is again depoſed" and 
baniſhed : Hereupon enſues a Schiſme at eAztioch 
amongſt the Arians ; for many follow Aeletas , 
_ and ſepazate themſelves; and holding their meetings 
in private houſes, would neither communicate with 
the other Arians , nor with the Orthodox , nor 
they with them ; and ſo they maintained a Schiſme 
in the Arian Church at Aztzoch , upon meer perſo- 
nal reſpects , as1tſeemeth, like unto the Meletians 
Schiſme in the Alexandrian Church. I ſay this at 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 

"Antioch Was a Schiſme in the Arian Church , and 

not in the Catholick or Orthodox Church ; for 

theſe Meletians at Antioch were never members of 

the Orthodox Churches ; nor could they be , them- 

Soc. lib.z, ſelves being under a Biſhop called by Arians, and 

cep. 34: baptiſed with Arian Baptiſme , which by the Or- 

Atha". O- thodox Was accounted a nullity , and by Athanaſins 

rat.3.cou. {0 declared to be ; nor could they be , their love to 

pho ., CMeletus was ſo ardent : For though Panlinus 

cn 9, Was Propounded te them as one indifferent, and 

Rufin. beyond all exception, and of ſo blamelefle a life | 
Hift.c9.2. as 1t did putto filence the very enmity of the Em- 

54p: 3% perour , Who aſter baniſhed Adelerus and ſpared | 

Paulinxs, yet would not the Meletians comply 

_ with Pas/inus, and were encouraged therein by 

Soc. lib. 5, Meletus , who for the peace of the Churches ſake 

cap'S- might have ſhewn more ſelf-denial then hedid, 

And thus this Schiſme continued at Amtzoch (do 

Theod, What any man can ) for the ſpace of eighty years, 

lib. 3.6.5 even until death removed the exception of Arian 

Biſhop and Arian Baptiſme out of the way. 

$f, 6, This was one fruit of the Antiochian Council al- 

* thovgh ſore againſt their wills ; but they endeavour 

to rally again , by endeavouring to compole a Cen- 

feflion of Faith , not to reconcile the Semi-Ari- 

ans , butto diſcriminate them , and that may fully 

reach Aras his -heretical ſenſe, if nct over-reach 

Sor. !ib.4. the ſame : Yet the Ceuncil of Conftaminople 

cap. 23: ſhallbe their model , becauſeits owned by the Em- 

404 B42 perour, but they will make it hold forth , That the 

27 a of God #s unlike the Father , wt ontly in ſub- 

FFance, but in will, And that the Son bath his be- 

ginmng from Nothing. And if Writers ſay gin » 

- | | they 
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The Life of Athanafias, 
ined the Emperour to be a favourer of thoſe 
wed ary alſo , and jug they bring it into the Coun- 
cul to paſſe the ſame , but ill the major part would 
not agree thereto , and ſo the Council is diflolved; - 
and though they cannot carry it out with multitude, 
yet they bear it out as the Faita Imperial , and as 
the Faith of Great men , ſuch as the Great 
Maſters Endoxinus , Ennomins, Acaſins , and 
Aetins , andto be obſerved by all that expe& pre- 
ferment. 
For now the Semi-Arians are underneath, and (as 5,5 
thoſe uſually do who ſeparate from principles of Us 
pride) falling into diſcontent ge from dad to worle, 
deny the Deity of the Holy Ghoſt ; gain the Do- 
natifts to joyn with them, and thus the Macedoni- 


_ an Herefie: becomes confiderable , and like to cope 


with the Aran, and grew ſo exceedingly in Afia 

and Africa, as Serapion the Egyptian Biſhop be= 
wails theſame exceedingly in his Epiftle to Atha- | 
ſeas 53 who thereupon enters the Liſt in defence of Arhan, E- 


the Deity of the Third Perſon alſo, as he had done pt.ad Sex 


in defence of the Second, and writes a Diſcourſe 


to Serapron for the vindicating of that truth alſo ; 
which is dated out of the Wildernefle , where it 
ſeems eMhanaſius till is , evennow at the conclu- 
flon almoſt of Conftantins his life, 
Thus a Chriſtian Emperour and Chriftian Arians, Sef. 9. 
bring ruis to a Chriſtian Empire. The Biſhaps of 
the Weſt are havocked in all places. Seme flie for 
fear , others hide for fear , others ſubſcribe for 
fear , others for want of underſtanding, ſome for 
both, and ſome are baniſhed , the Eafterne parts 
generally corrupted , ſo as in ten Provinces of 4s, 5:. 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


ſcarce three Biſhops remain, that acknowledge any 
Deity in Chriſtat all. The Weſtern parts but Se- 
mi-Arians at®the worlt , in regard the Emperour 
had impoſed on taem the Syrmian Confeſſion, 
which in honour he could not repeal , although the 
Eudoxian Confeſſion poſlefied now his heart, But 
there were many Biſhops who flatly held forth the 
Nicene Confeſs10n , among{t whom was Hilary 
Biſhop of Poittrers in France , who being once ba- 
niſhed by the Emperour , is again reftored by un- 
known means, and 1s permitted to be quiet /5-e 
exilu 1ndulgentia, as its ſaid , without the favour 
ef baniſhment ; and he writing of theſe times, 
ſaith, that fince the Conncil at Nice, Annuas & 
Aleuſtruas de Deo fides decermmns , decretis pemte= 
mus , penitentes defendimus , defendentes Anathe- 
matizamus , ant in noſtris aliena , aut in aliens 
noſtra damnamus , & mordentes invicem jam abſum- 
pt: [umus : We have our Faith for a year, and ſome 


for 4 moneth'; we decree and dedecree , we dede- 


cree and redecree, we blefle and curſe , we con- 
demne the Faith of others, and yet believe it our 
ſelves , and ſo condemne our own Faith in other 
men ; and thus biting one another , we are devou- 
red by our ſelves. For 1ts very likely that in thoſe 
dayes , as in theſe, ſeveral opinions bred ſeveral 
praQtices , and thoſe uncharitable cenſures amongſt 
thoſe that were weak : Nevertheleſle the more ad- 
viſed Chriſtians were more moderate , ſtill repu- 
ting honeſt men honeſt men, though weak, and 
not able to diſcern the ſubtilty of the times, That 
they were induced through infirmity to ſubmit and 
ſubſcribe to this Confeſsion , becauſe they did not 
7 Foy. (as 
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The Life of Athanafius, 


(as they ſaid) ſee any thing therein that was evi- 
dently falſe or unſound : That the peace of the 
Church was at the laſt caſt : That whatever glofſe 
the Arians put upon the words , they nevertheleſſe 
did and do adhere to the Nicene Faith, And this 


—@l _ » 6th « 7 A 


made Naxz1anzen to bewail eMthaxaſius his ab- . 


ſence in the Wildernefle in ſuch a Rorme of tem- 
ptation. 

But Conſtantins is now come to his laſt year , ha- 
ving been ſo unhappy as to own the name and fame 
of Arins, who was diſowned by Conſtantins his 
father , who had found him troubleſome to his 
government while he lived, and ſaw his endſo 
dreadſul when he died. Him neverthelefle after his 
ſad death Conſtautins advanced to be reputed the 
DoRor of the World, and was contented to be 
his Diſciple ; for though he was educated in better 
principles, yet 1s taught firſt by Euſebius to diſ- 
own the Word Con-ſubſtartial ,/then by Macedoui- 
#5 to believe, That the Son of God 1s like to the 


SA. g. 


Father ; and laſtly by Exdexius to eat his own Athan. 


words, and to affirme Him ts be unlike the Father, £1. de; 


And denying the Eternity of the Son of God, to 9% 


take the ſame unto himſelf under that Title of Eter- 
»a! Emperor which they gave him, And thus in- 
ſtead of being exceeding great he is become odious 
to all good men, abhorred by his own ſouldiers, 
whoin an expedition under 7 #/:an againſt the Bar- 
barians , renounce Conftantius, and liftup Julian. 
And then Conſftentias is loathed by himſelf ; he 
ſeeing his honour buried before he dies, becomes 
a tormentor to himſelf by jealoufies, fears , vexa- 
tions , and thus brings en a fever , and that death ; 
whiles 
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10 _ The Life of Athanafias, 
whiles he isdying , his conſcience revives, accu | 
Nazian, fing and condemning himſelf for three things : For 
Encom. putting to death his Nephew Gallzs , who wasa | 
Athan. eood man ; and for eleQing Jas to be his Suc- | 

ceſſor, who was neither good man nor good Chri- 
tian : And lattly, for maintaining new dodrines of . 
Religion ; and in this confeſſion death takes him 4+: . 


way , in the five and twentieth year of his Reign, 
about the year Three hundred /ixty and one after 


the Incarnation. 


Ca?, XXT, 


Julians Goverwment , Athanaſius his re- 
: turn to Alexandria, The Council there, 

Athanaſius his third miraculous eſcape, 

Julians Death, 


| mw Onſtantins now thus ſadly dying , Faliay in - 
Self, I, the head of his Army if bye by 

Conſtantins tobe his Succeſſor , hath no» 

Amian.} .. thing further todo , then to take up the 

Imperial Crown and put it on, His yiRtorious ſuc- 

ceſle in the Wars, his brave courage , his learning, 

wit, and other natural endowments , and his good 

education concurring with all the reft , do ſeem to 

int him out to all the Empire to give him their 

[2-—pimtincban Its true he did delight to heat 

Athan. Thediſputes of the Heathen Philoſophers ; and they 

Evit. de no lefle to diſpute againſt the fooliſhneſſe of the 

Synod, Goſpel, as they accounted it, yet was he a a es 
an 
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The Life of Athanafius, 97. :; 


and baptiſed ; and though it was done by Exrocus an 
Arian, and filled with the ſpirit of Aris; yet Ju- 
lian held his Profeſſion , and ſtudied the Scriptures, Amian. 
and therein became ſo eminent for knowledge , as #6 21: 
he becomes a Preacher , and ſo far to countenance 

holinefſe , as to undertake the profeſsion of a 

Monk.' And thus accompliſhed, Commander, Con- Theod. f 
querour and Preacher , may well challenge the firſt ” 3 Bog 10 
place of efteem among all,and to be the moſt meet 779". 1 
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perſon in the World to manzgea Chriſtian ya ok FED br 
to defend it againſt enemies from abroad, and the it 


difference of the Church from within, For as yet 
7#lian was unbyafled to either Arian or Orthodox, 

and there was Cauſe , for in the iflue it appeared 

that he was an enemy to them both ; and had no 

more religion then what ſerved to make him the 

moſt exquiſite Perſecuter of Chriſtianity of all that 

ſate in the Throne, For he was not led by paſsion, 

but by ſober hatred , not againſt Profeſſors ſo much 

as Profeſsion ; and therein was very cunning ; for 

his rene ſtrife was againſt the . principles of - 
truth in their praftice, And the beſt that can be 

ſaid of him , is, that he was thelaft perſecuting Em- 
perour, and contipued but a while, 
| And yet it ſeems he was not ſoill, but the $2, 2, 
times were as ill ; for even the beſt of them, even 
thoſe who ſhould be as the ſalt of the earth , had 
loſt their ſayour ; I mean their teachers , concern- 
ing whom Nazianzen hath this obſervation of 
thoſe times ; whether ſpeaking of the general 
ſtream of the whole , or onely of the Arian tea» 
chers , I determine not, but he ſaith they were 
ſuch as Nullos [abores neque erumnas virtutis Cauſe 
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14s The Life of Athanafius, 

pertulerunt - 6 ſcrpuls [omanl Magiſtriqut pietatie 
defrontntur alwſg, ante purgant qua; iplt purgats 
fuerunt ; hert ſacrilegs , hodie Sacerdates , heri ex- 
tra ſaufta , hodie ſanttorum arbirri ac antiſtutes,@s, 
They never did nor ſuffered much for good Cauſe; 
but even novy learners , and in a moment teachers; 
teachers of others to be good , , befor themſelves 
are good ; but yeſterday ſacrilegious , to day ſa- 
cred ; yeſterday On ani , to day Wwao but they ? 
old finners, young ſaints, getting others goods by 
extortion , but godlinefle by oppreſsion ; more ho- 
noured for their Maſterſhip then for their merit ; 
and ſo he proceeded in his elegant manner to decy- 
pher the vanity of theſe teachers, amoneft whom 
it ſeems F#/:az is the chief; being the firft preſident 
that I finde of a preaching ſouldier becoming a 
heathen perſecutor. 

Sef, 3. In his eatry upon the Empire , his principles le 
hum neither to diſpleaſe Infidels nor Chriſtians 
his affetions led him to the one , his reaſon to the 
other , and ſo he grants an univerſal toleration, 
The Temples of all ſorts are opened , as well Chri- 
tian as Heathen , as well Octhodox as Arian ; the 

Sor. !ib.g. baniſhed both Orthodox and ethers are permitted 

_eap.5- toreturnand enjoy their places ; and by command 
26 Hike of publick Edi& the eſtates of all ſuch as are bani- 
#1 ſhedarereſtored; and eſpecial command that the 
Orthodox ſhall not be urged to the Heathen Sacri- 

fices ; nor ſhall any dare to offer them violence, 

nor vex them with reproach. In this condition of 

affairs it befel that George the Arian , Alexandrian 

Biſhop , having waſted his zeal or rather madneſle 

againſt the Orthodox , Rtarted another game inhis 

chaſe, 


q 
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| The Life of Athanafius, 173 
chace'y and after it he goes with more hafte then 
gocd ſpeed ; for taking occaſicn to ſhew his de- Sox. lib.. 
ſpite ways the Reathen Temples , he thereby 4p: 7+ 
vexed the Gentiles in that manner, that they taking 
acyantage of this Interim cf 7 #/14ns coming tothe 
Throne , roſe in a tumult , ſeize upon Biſhop 
George, and tie himtoa Camels tail , and dragge 
hm thfough the ftreets of Alexandria, and then 

'they-burn both Biſhop and Camel in one fire, And 5c 1jb, z; 

this out=rage being related to J#/an , -he is very cap. 3. 
calme at it ; and the aQtors in this Tragedy inftead 
of being well hanged, are well chidden for their 
pains ; and thus at. once God rendred to this Bi- 

{hep a recempence for all his villanies done to 

the Orthodox , and thereby made way for «f- 
thazaſrus his return to eAlexandria without Con- 
troul. | . 

Jwulias is all this while in his journey towards Fe, 4, 

Corſtaztinople , and by the way bethinks himſelf 
on what foot to ſtand before he aſcends the ſame ; 
anc in 1//iria as he comes , he renounces his Bap- paron. 4n; 
tiime and Chriſtian Communion ; for it ſeems he 361. 
kr.ew his Army regarded none more then other ; 
yet he being come to Conſtantinople, ſo managed 
the matter , that netwithſtanding his profeſsion , 
the firſt part of his rain was a riddle : For he ſpa- 
red noye, yet ſeemed to fayour all : He put Exſe- 
bias the Eunuch to a fignal death , beſides many o- 
ther Arian Courtiers, who had been ring-leaders in 
the Arian dance of perſecution 3 and thus have 
they alſo their reward as well as George of Alexau- - 
dria, ' And yet Julian ſends for Aetms from ba 


niſbment, who neverthelefle was as deep in the 
| Arian 


So Af 4s abou o fe. 3-S eras. 
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The Life of Athanalins, gt 

Arian way 8 any other , and this man returned to 
{onſtantineple , is outwardly favoured by him, 
And althoughit is known by all that Fun is none 
of the Orthodox Chriſtians , yet by an eſpecial 


| Letter of high commendations he ſends for Baſi/ 


the Great from banifhment, and 1nvites+him to 
Come unto him. He likewiſe ſends for Zema the 
famous Phiſician from baniſhment , who thongh | 
Orthodox , yet mutt be nigh him, as if he meant 
to trult him with his life. And which is yet much 
more ftrange ; he endeavours to reconcile the diffe- 
rences between the Chriſtian Biſhops , as if his 


_ care ſhould be to maintain Religion in Unity and 


SZ. lib. Fe 
cap. Fo 
Set, c. 


Hieron. 
ady,Lucif, 


Peace, which is as high a ſtrain as any Chriſtian 
Emperour reached at, And yet at the ſame time 
he ſacrificed to Idols. The meaning of all which at 
length appears to be this , that -hereby he endea- 
voured to ingratiate himſelf with the people , by 
diſcountenancing ſuch as were moſt favoured by 
Conftantins ; and ſeemingly favouring ſuch as Com 
ſtantius molt hated. "op 
'  Inall the various turnings of 71:4» in his way, þ 
Athanaſus ſeems to be quite out of mind ; but he 
not intending to Ray for particular invitation , ha- 
ving newes of the death of Con/fantixs , he ſecret- 
ly returns from the Wildernefle to Alexandria, 
yet concealed himſelf till he ſaw ſome iſſue ; and 
after finding the way laid open by the Emperours 
general Edi& , and the winde blowing fir; and the 
ſeaſon calme , he ſuddenly diſcloſeth himſelf , and 
entring his Church , is received with joy and well- 
come , no enemy appearing , no inclination to 
any umults, For now the Arians Can claim no 
more 
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The Life of Athanaſius, . 
more favour from J#1:ax then the Orthodox : And 
the Gentiles and all are bound by the Emperours 
Edits. Beſides Athaxaſins is known to be a man 
of peace and good government ; and under whom 
the City of «Alexandria had received great bleſ= 


fings , by increaſe of Trade, and Wealth, con- 


fluence of people from all parts for Learning 
and Religion , and ſo by his coming a flouti- 
(hing time 1s expeted , and all is quiet, 
Athanaſius obſerving the coaſt ſo clear , ferth- 
with callsa Council at Alexaydria, whereuntonot 
onely the baniſhed Biſhops of Egypt, but from 
all parts , both of eſa and «Africa, yea even 
from Rome , do aflemble themſelves, eſpecially 
for Athanaſius his ſake, en whom, as the Sun 
breaking through a dark cloud, all mens eyes are 
fixed for dire&ions of the Churches in this their 
ſad condition. For the perſecutions under Conftan- 
£145 , inftead of driving the Orthodox together , 
drove them aſunder , whiles ſome by complying 
yielded too far to the Arians ; others ftoutly with» 
Randing the Arians , too ſeverely not onely cen» 
ſured all that had been of that way, but all others 
who through weakneſſe had obſcured their Pro- 


feſſion, and were not ſo forward inthe oppoſing ef 


the Arians as themſelves; and not onely cenſured 
them , but ſeparated from them , yea and from 
ſuch as retained a charitable opinion of ſuch their 
infirme brethren ; this was an univerſal ſore, and 
required a ſuitable plaiſter from a general Council, 
ſuch as this at Alexandria ; which through the mer- 
cy of God proved a healing Council. The Coun- 


Cil therefore being met ; fuſt brought the broken 
bones 
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The Life of Atharafius, 
benes of the Church together , and bound them 
up by a Decree, 7 hat all ſuch as had relapſed 
to the Arians , through infirmity , ſhall upen repen- 
tance be received to Communton and to ther places, 
By which Decree, ſaid Hierome, Satane fanucibas 
ereptus eſt mundus : The World was reſcucd ont 
of the Devils Jaws, Such a Parliament God in 
his mercy give to theſe Nations , after all 
the ſad diftraſtions , under which they now do 
groan. | Aft : 

Secondly , in the Do&rine concerning the Holy 
Trinity there appearing a difference between the 
Greek and Latine Churches , in words onely ex- 

reifing the ſame thing in ſubſtance , wherein they 
th did agree, eAtharnaſius compoſed the matter 
ſo, as having gained them both to ſubſcribe to the 
ſame thing in ſubſtance ,, and to be contented to 
lay aſide the uſe of thoſe words that maintained 
the difference , and to uſe no other words then 
thoſe that are in the Scriptures, unleſſe in 
cale of diſputes about errours that are or ſhall 
ariſe, 

Then the Council determined againſt the errour 
of Exudoxins, Who denied the fimilitude between 
the Father and the Son ; and alſo againſt the er- 


Soc. 1i9. 3, rours of the Macedonians ; and againſt the errours 


ch. 36' 


of the Apollinarians , who obſerving the differen- 
ces between the Arians and Semi-Artans , ſeparated 
from them both, and took up an opinion , T hat 
the Sonu of God aſſumed the body of Man without 4 
ſoul, ad after being convinced of that errour , yield- 
ed that He had the Soul of a May, but had nt the © 


mind of a Man , and that His God-head ſupplied - 
inſtead 


| 
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The ritrap Achanafis vs, © 
infiead- thereof ', ' atid yet they 'did' ill maintain 
the Cinſubtantialiry of the Perſons of tne God- 


Head.” 
They took allo, into confidersiitin the miitiplix 
city of ;Confeſsions of Faith ſcattered abroad 3 and 


concluded to' lay all afide , bit the Nicene Faith | 
onely:* and herein they did' "diſownthar Confelſsion. 


of the Faith, ſaid to be. made at the Council at 

Sardica wherein both Athanaſins md many othets 

of this Council were preſent, and Would not a= 

vree"t9 any Confelsion diftint front the Nicenis 
Faith, 

Lattly ;  Alhuaiaſpns at this Catieit F6Ara" his 
Apolcgy for his Aight-into the Wildernefſe\, and 
reciririg himſelf from'' Alexandria; witich his Ariat 
en2mies by way of ſeandalous inſpiration; called a 
diſerting'of his placead tuft. © +: 

Then'they ſent « Declaration of ;thee concluſi he 
6f: this Colncit to: te-Charthes," 4fhd: amoneſt the 
reſt/to Baſil the Great',” whicheatne very oppor- 
tunely:t bith , who was now beſetwith "har (hed 
fires of ſuch as 'wete' tftore auſtere 4>1hft his cattt-/ 
pliance with ſuch/as were petiitent'fot their telapſe 
to:the Atians throiigh the dread ef peffecution; Arid 
Baſil hving received Athanaſint ils Vſetiers, 
them forth as a Buckler avainſt fuch *detra 
rellingthem that herein he 4id follow the dire 
onof-the Fathers of the-Chureh , fignifled to hiny 
by-Letters froth that bleſſed Bathet' Athaniſius of 
Alexandria, wherein'he ſaith thatall tlie Biſhops of 


| Macidonia and-Atais did agree urjanumouſly here-" pag; ['> 
111: And that Baſil could not burſubmit to the de-/ pift. 75. ad 
rbion of ſo wotthy a inatf ” Athaveſins was: \ Neocelus 


The 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
"The Alexandrian Council now ended ,.: ;Athwne- 


« 
- . 


ſus berakes himſelf wholly 'to his Miniftry, wherein 


he had ſuch ſuccefle as multitudes are converted, 
and among(t athers. there Were ſome of - the Gen-= 


tile Priz{ts andcheic Famihies 3, Julian being infors 


Sor. lib.s 
Cap. I 4. 


Theod. 
lib, 4. (49. 


Soc, lib.z. 
64P. 12: 


med herecf , dealt.more moderately then did Cos 


ſftantins: For as.if he would b: glad that Athana- 


{xs (hould makeHis eſcape, he'lets him, know his 
faults. 7 hat | Athanaſius. had been baniſhed , And 
had not onely riturned to Alexandria , which, he 
might do , but bad peſſeſſed himſelf of his (hurcb 
and Government of the Alexandrian C hurches with- 
out the Empereurs Warrant, which- he onghy not to 
bave adore ; andig he left e Arhanaſins to judge of 
the-iſlue ; butche, Emperour, concealed the main 
ſore '4 which-was-the Converfion of the Ggntiles 
and their Prieſts, And Atbena/inus underfivod: his 
own condition,well enough.., j and; that-the -Egipe- 
ag capes and that its. 
no ſealpn now t@demur, or thipk fo.hice him(elF:in 
Alexangria ;inany{ ſecret. manner. be therefare: 
prepares humlelf forrhis departyre,in an open, man- 
ner. y' that, Aleaandria might nat fare the wotſe.for 
is Juppoſed abſconding there :|-athis departurgthe 
jurers and Witches: rejoyee above the; reft.s 
for they ſay. thatſo long as Acbanafus is in; fk nar 
ar;a, their arts; avail them-,not_ at all,, But the: 
Qiurches. mourn , ,'and flocking to. him , :bewail 
teu. own condigign;s; beſeeching him not toteiye: 
them »,. promiſing they weuk) find out nyeeris:to pl». 


_.. Cie the;Emper@nr, , although they .confidered abt 


- Emperour woukd not, But fehyua/iwr beholding | 


T bebaisc or the Wilderneſſc; 


"rhetife of Attvialius, - 


'the'people ſo perplexed ; ſaid to Be of yood 
Re my brehre , It 15 hls *, cloud. hs 


Forme will ſoon be ovey - and ſo having) cominended 


the care of the Chiurches to hjs tnoſt crulty friends, $«2. libs, 
the River” aifd Caps 14: 


be tpecdily gers into a Vellet upe 
away is gone-up the fame * tows rds 


the Countrey of 


He'is no[ooner gone , 'but he Aferandriarsd A 
cover by the Governotirs enquiry 'after bin, and 
his preparations to follow, him', . that nothing gill 

then deith 4s inte - ahd thereupon ſend 
after Arbauaſih to informe hit thereof ; 
ooh the Governout its what haſte he'can ; "pets 
into 2 boat with acl ene ke aka | 


wn 


more, 6 by 

Wu ima geeks OH ali S,. : 
»4/ius5 thofl in his el cape , 1$ NE 
chat dinger-of fre in in hard behin 


His coiria fe on ates fie to land and e- 
ſcape inlo AZ; but he, FL pa ts 
them [4th nad, By unto [them > fe 
fe fearful, wy Sant, [et ws return and mit rs 


trutioner ; They ſhall know that he that defendeth bo 
3s freacer 'thes 2gr os purſuech Hs; and Accordin 
1 the Veſſel turns head intq the midſt of -X 


em, andis ſoon within yiew of, their purſuers, 
Tie emit eſpying uy wherein 6 
| 4/1545 


againlt the Chriſtians, not'onely- purges the Go- 


4 » 2nd 1 


The Lifeef Athanaſius. 
»aſens nas (andivothing lefle ſulpeRing then that it 


' was the ſame, Veſſel which they purſued ,. or .chat 


eArhanaſs would thus voluntarily thrutt himſelf 
into danger ), called to the ,Veſlel as it ſpeedily 
glanced down the middle cf the. River , if they 
did "fee 4rhanaſynt , and they anſwered that they 
ſaw him but even now alittle above upon the.Rt- 
ver; che_Governourt thereupon . ſpeeded the more 


earneltly after, , but in vaig,.. for, - thans/ins his 


Veſſel is ſogn arrived where he hid himi<lf,, ſo as 
4+» 4 33 42 . 84+” © $ +5 wa . 4 . 

none of his enemies. could ever finde him out during 
the” Raign of Julian , do Wat. either the,, wit or 
labour of man ,, or Skill of Conjurers, or D-vils ma- 


v . 


"lice can do. Eine. 05: 20394] hs RY EO £ 0 
© The Alexangrians informed of ;the gſcape of. _4- 


thanaſins from this.cminentdanger!, .lzbour by Me- 


diatorſhip to mollife-7ultq»s malicious-heart to- 


wards him ,;. but. are.anſwgred ,. as, by. an Heatben 
SATYS EOS | back 46 hf . 6» 1 | Ny 

Emperour ,, With rebykes and-blaſphenmies z and 
which iF yet, worſe , . the Emperour -mifſing. his 
pfey , which he accounted fo ſurely his. own, breaks 
all his former rules. of perſccuting by-policy', and 
falls to right down blows ,; letting loaſe, the. Gen- 
tiles and ts. Governours ppon the Ghyiſtians, 
wherein neither Ari2n-nor Orthodox is ſpared from 
impriſonment, bapiſhipent, tortures, ahd what.ngt 
And complaints bainz.made, thereof; to.the Empe- 
rour , he anſwereth ,, Thattheir Relygrion, grachetb 


them to ſuffer patiently, But the.Emperaur. 


that his' Atimy is not fatisfied. m his way of _rigour 


vernment from all good: Governours ;. by : OR 
eſpecially his Army fom alt Conunandacs that like 
not 


— 
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— 


The Life of Athanakius, 


+, $ % bp ® _ - p 


Its 


not his proceedings, : For an Army withiy doors; is 


like 4 fore ind diſeaſed body , 'if well ordered, it 


conſumes the humours , if ocherwiſe- it- infeits and. 


waites the ſpirits. y and endanvers the whole, And 


thus it befcl in J#4ans ume , as he was , fo mutt 


Soc.lib, 3, 


be his Army , Chrift:ans will not doau with him, cap. 11, 


nor Chriſtians abide with them. Joviman, Valentin = 
an and Yalens , amonegtt otner chief Commanders 
in the Army are Chriftians , who chuſe rather to 
forſake their places of ccmmand in the' Army, and 
their lively-hood therewith , then to lay down their 
Chrittian Warfare and Relizion,' by burning 1n- 
cenſe to the Heathzn-Gods , whereunto they were 
injoyned by the Emperour ; and yet are they no 
looſers thereby in the concluſion ; for God hereby 
not onely ſpared them from the Perſian Sword , but 
reſeryed them for better ſervice ; whiles in the mean 
time his diſpleaſure lay heavy upon the Army, as ap- 
peared afterwards. FE 

Yet doth not Jalan ſatisfie himſelf with the 
wickedneſle wrought by him while he lives ; but he 
will do what he can to perpetuate 1t to poſterity, 
when he is dead : hewill not endure that the Chrt- 
ſtians children ſhould be trained up, no not in hu- 
mane Learning. For well he ſarv that Athanaſms 
and the Chriſtians were ſo well ſtudied in the prin- 
ciples of Phyloſophy , that they'beat the Gentiles 
at their own weapons ; and made” Phyloſophy an 
Inſtrument to ſerve Divinity, as a weapon 2gainſt 
Gentiliſme; and that the Colledgetat Alexandria 
abounded with. Scholars from all Nations flocking 


thither , and.was famous not onely far humane 
Learning , but. eſpecially for education of yoiith 
b 3 in 


$4, 10, 


Sac. lib.3. 
cap. 14 
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fe of Athaniſftus) 


in the principles. of | Religion under that farnous 
Doctor 4 thanaſius (under whoſe influence Gregory: 


Nazianzen 5 -among(t others wow Was Aa 'Rugent 
there.) And therefore the Emperour ſends fotth 
Edicts among(t other places to Alexandrin , Ariet- 
ly inhibiting all manner of inftruRion of the chil- 


dren 'of Chriſtians in atiy humane Literature. Its 
very true that humane Learning adds no ſtrength to 


the Go pel > yet as to. natural. men of parts t ad- 
deth light , and renders them more capable of con- 
viction of the weaknefle of the principles of nature; 
and prepare them for better grounds ; which alſo 
ſlide more gently into their underſtanding , when 
they ſee the correſpondency between the principles 
of Religion and Phyloſophy explained. And 
therefore 1t 1s a matter 'of wonderment wo ſee 
mert that would þe eminent for Raligion -10 
theſe dayes to' be enemies to a Learned: Mini- 
ſtry. FE 166112 © | 4 
I might add more concerning J#{ans cunning 
againſt Religion and Teachers, in taking away their 
Maintenance , thereby defiroying not Presbyters, 
but the Presbytery ; but I an not to mind 3 Hiſtery 
of 7nlan , but Achamfas his cloud , which 1s 
now indeed paſſing over apice. For the Perſians 
after. the death of Coxſtantivs , had renewed their 
claim tothe Roman Confines , andare now drawn 
down to the beftders ; ' and Julian is in Ml haſte 
ca led to an expedition againſt them, and thets- 
fore mult leave to purſue the Chriftians ti anothet 
time ; for he.made a ſolenne'proteftation"that af= 
te: his expedition finiſhed, he would utterly 'r6ot 
© aritttan) ty; and then he- votes to conf! "IT 


6 
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Gods about the ſucceflſe of his Voyage; and re- 
ceives an anſwer from his Oracle , which accord- 

ing to its confirutfon was either a plain lie , or 

the ſenſe ſo doubttul. , 125, might be taken one or 0- 

ther way. And however the Emperour is anſiver- 

&d according to his defire', That bt ſhoald have the 
bitter againſt the enemy, And thus-arined ſuffici- 
ently as he thinketh , enters the battail , and beats 

the enemy to a confuſed retteat ; ſÞ far his Gods 

ſaid ſomewhat towards the truth ; but this is not all: 

For J»l:an that he might purſue the chaſe more ,,,;.. 
ſpeedily , . throws off his armour, and being for- | 
getful of the Rule , To overcome 1s glorious, but to 

exceed thereiw is odjous ; he Will have all or nothing, 

and in the heat of his purſuit did meet, or rather 

was met by an arrow or dart that pierced through his $0, {;6.,. 
arme and entred his fide , and endeavouring With cap. 18. 
his/ other - hand to draw it out , receives another 7. 
wound , and therewith fell from his horſe , and *# ?F 
receiving his bloud guſhing from his wound into 

his hand , threw it up into the aire , confeſhng the 
judgement of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , and his Vi- 

Rory upon himſelf, though even then under that 
blaſphemous Name of Gali/cay; and ſo he died as 

he lived , an enſlaved Rebel and Enemy to God. 

And (if Nazianzer be rightly informed) his body Neve 
Was Carried away ina tempelt , without Lamentati- Paonge 
on and without Burial, Notwithftanding ſome Hi- Achan, 
Rorians make the ſame , or ſomewhat in the ſtead 
thereof , to have an honourable Burial. 
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Jovinians Raign 4nd Death,  Athanafius | 
his third Return ts Alexandria ; and en- 
ether Council holden there. 


ne 


\ He rage of Gonſtantins' towards his latter, | 
end againſt the Orthodox , ſucceeded by 
the hatred of J=/as againſt Chriſtianity, 

- _ . +, made R6ligion to take flight into the | 
Wildernefle , 'and now the Monkiſh Life is ill 

advanced from a Profeſſhon to-bein faſhion. But 

Julian now out of the way , the titn?s do change, 

and Religion peeps forth. of the Wilderneſle into 

the World again , having a fair gleame from the 

Army. For that now upon the death of their Em- 

: perour., beaten to a retreat , and intrenched'; they 

' muſt have another Emperour , or all is loſt; no 
Succeſſor was deſigned by Jahan , either being 
confident of hisreturn , or knowing norte ſo wick- 

ed as himſelf to ſucceed him. The Souldiers'in 

this Ex1 gency pitch their Eletion. upon F: EVINgn, 

rho though none of the Fanuly of the” C2ſars, yet 

was of a Noble Family , a valiant man ; and ſuc- 

ceſſeful in the Wars , and had formetly been one of 

Soc. lib. 3. the Tribunes, but diſclaimed the place for the ſake 
c2p.1t: of his conſcience ; and yet was made one of the 
==> Captains, although he defired to lay down arms. 
J: L { . This man (the Souldiers lifting up in triumph as 
Soz. lib 6s the Cuſtome was) refuſed the honour , telling them 
eap. 3, +He wasaCiriftian , and could not rule oyer Gen- 
ET gies! "7 TR. 
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tiles, Buz the Sculdiers would a&mit of no denial, 


- 
"ct _—_ 


and told him that he muſt undertake” the ſervice, Biflib.s. 


185 


and that themſelves would be C hriftians alſo, For cap, r. 


Souldiers ordinarily ſhift their Relig 101 according 
to the fancy of their chief Commander, Jouiman 


ſecing the danger that they were all of them in, 


reſolves to do what he can toſave the Army , now 
engaged far into the enemies Ccuntry , and muſt 
fight for their bread, and yet could get none by 


fighting ; and therefore he ſubmitting to his Eleti- 


| O 


on , makes .peace with the Perſians upon the beſt 
conditions that he can , though not ſuch as he 
would , and thereby gainedliberty fer a quiet return 
homeward , although with the loſle of ſome Terri- 
tories by ſurrender, 


" The firſt thing obſervable that appeareth done by 5, 2 


Jeviman in his return home-ward , Was his refto- 
ring the baniſhed Orthodox Chriſtians. to their ſe- 
veral Counties, Eſtates, and Places, And now is A- 
thanaſias his cloud quite gone, and the «kie now 
clea; , invites eAthexafixs to forſake his harbour, 
and make his Voyage for eAlexandria , which he 
doth with all ſpeed he can, and is entertained not 
as in the times of Conftantins and Fuliay , wherein 
ic was 1gnputed as 2 crime to rejoyce in the advance- 


ment of good men , but like unto the times of Jo- 


winian ; Wherein 1t was an honour to honour ſuch 


as are Worthy of all honour: For'he is met by a Nazien 
NOM, 


Athan. 


multitude prepared by expeRation , men of all 


ſorts , great and ſmall , from eAlexaydria and all 
the Coafts of Fgypt , in ſo great a number, asa 
00d Obſerver (aid, If Conſtantius had been pre- 
ſent , be could wot believe ſo great a mimber wel 


GX... 
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have appeared , no nor at the preſence of great A 
thanahus, had ot his eyes ſeeyu , and yet be ſaw 
not the bounds of the multtude, But When eAtha- 
xaſins came into view, then began the acclamatt- 
ons and univerſal ſhoutings , and continued all the 


way , ſome feeding themſelves with the very ſighe- 


of him, others with the hearing of his yoice, others 


that his ſhadow reach2d them , others with his 


diſcourſe ; and ſo he comes with joy , Is received 
with joy, and all return hom2 with joy z which 
fully recompenſed all their grief at his departure; 
and -then all is in peace , no oppoſition from 
the Arians , no competitor for his place, For 
Julan the Emperour cared not to ſupply va- 
Canctes in any Churca , . but ſought rather to de- 

troy all. | ; 
Towiman in his return now come to eAntiveh, 
receives addrefles from ſeveral parts , and amonegft 
the reſt Athazaſinus preſents himſelf before him, 
and 1s courteouſly received : The Arians of eA- 
le xandria likewiſe repair to him with Lycins their 
Presbyter , whom they had defigned to be Biſhop 
of Alexandria , and by friends, whereof they had 
ſtore at Artioch, gained acceſle to the Emperour 
as he was horſiog for the Field ; and they told Jo- 
viman that they were Chriſtians of eMlexandria, 
and came to deſire his favour , that they might have 
2 Biſhop ſet over th:m. The Emperour anſwered 
that Athaneſius their Biſhop was yetalive, They 
replied that he was depoſed and þaniſhed,” The 
Emperour turning his horſe rode on , and they fal- 
lowed him, and upon occaſion of the Emperqurs 
ſtop, they tell the Emperour that Athanaſius Y 
| = 


— 


rs 
W's 
_— ” k F. - - - " "= ITY : ” -» 


COS IRCEER SUP OOOY FOR oy — Vous BB WW 80 ai 


; A jo < Aap- 
= Þ 4 © 


The Life of Athanaſius, 


_ > _— — —_ —__ ” = 
2: oe io” wwndibrangeps IJ 6d _—— - 7 


been baniſhed by C o»ſtaxtine the Great , and Af- 


ter by Conflantins , and after that by 


Jounian anſwered he knew all this, and 


{ wl1an, 


he 'well 


knew how , and why , byt all thoſe things are 
V 


paſt : The Arians mo 


that they had ether 


niatters of late to objeRt againſt him, The 
Emperour told the Arians that they were ma- 
ny perſops , he could not hear them all, chuſe 
ou therefore ſaid he one or two in. the name 


of allthe reſt, andletthem attend u 


me, and 


8 Iwill hear them, The Arians thereto replied that 
they were contented that any one ſhould be their 
{ Biſhop , but Arhanaſius, The Emperour anſwer- 


ed, And why ſhall Athana/ius be exc 


ed, A epted ? 1 
{ have heard that he 1s an honeſt able learned man, 


nd one that teacheth the truth faithfully, He will 
x it (aid the Arians) with his mouth , but deceit 
1s iy his heart : The Emperour ſaid what have you 
to doe with his heart ? Let Godalone, meddle with 
that, do you hear what heſaith : Then one of 


them told the Emperour that one of Athanaſius 
his diſciples, under colour of Athans/tns his name, 


had bereaved higa of his houſe. The Emperour 
| anſwered , what 1s that to Athanafin ? the Law is 


open. A Greek then preſent , told the 
that himſelf had cauſe to complain 


Emperour 
againſt Athana- 


foni., The Emperour anſwered, You are a Greeks 
what have you todowith Athansfins > Then the 
Arians brought Lacs to the Emperour , and 


Alexandti 4, and teach and govern the 


for Arbanaſius, and commanded him toreturn to 


prayed him. that Z«czws might be their Biſhop, 
Ae fig deſigne , called 


Egyptian 
Churches 
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Se. 4. 


Theod.tib, Jovinian, requiring an account from him concerns | 
ing the Nicene Falth in felation to the opinion of | 


$-C4þ.3. 


of 
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Churches as he ſhould find moſt mger, and ſo the 
Emperor departed, and «--thavaſtns alſo to Alex> 
andria. | £ 123 

eAthanaſius had oat been lonz2 at Alexandria, 
before a Letrer came to him from the Emperor 


Arigs ; for anſwer whereunto Athanaſius calls ano- 
ther Council at Alexaxdria, of the Biihops of E- 
egypt, and £ybie, an Thebazs wherein the Empe- 
rors Letters are read ; and they concluded to attend 


upon the Emperor 'by fpecial Meflzngers, with theic '| 


Anſwer to the Emperor Letters : Wherein they 


poſſeſs the Emperor with the true tate of the Ari- 


ann Do&rine, and of the Rate of the Orthodox 
Churches, even as contrarily the Arians had poſleſ- 
ſed Conſtamins with their opinions before the Or- 
thodox cculd make their caſe known to him, And 


1n their 'Letters they give Joviman humble thanks 


for th-ir pre-admittance, and his defire to be infor- 
med from thent of the principles of Religion ; as 
touching which, they tell him, thit the trye Faith is 
ſet down in the Holy Scriptures, which is the Word 
of God ; and that the Faith confeſſed by rhe Nicene 
Council is contained 1n the Scriptures : Which was 
unqueſtioned, till of later timss, Ar7:#s and his Di- 
ſciples had brought into the Church dangerous Er- 
rors ; teachin?, That the Son of God had hrs being of 
»thing, and was made, and was mutable ; and that 
hereby: many were ſeduced from the Octhadox 
Faith ; and thit for the preventing of further miſ- 
chief, the Nicenz Fathers proceeded to condemn 
ſuch opinions, and to condemn and COUNT 
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the Patrons and Aflertors of ſuch doctrines: And 
that for the ſetling of the Churches in the Truth , 

| they. had alſo compoſed 'a Form of Confefſion of 
Faith to be received and holden by all the Churches; 
whereunto men of corrupt judgements refuling to 
ſubmir, ſome of them plainly oppoſe it. by denial : 
Others leem to agree 1n-words, but in truth by falſe 
gloſſes, abuſe the ſenſe, to the overthrowing of the 
true Doctrine, concerning the Son of God,' and al- 
ſo. concerning the Hely* Ghoft : ,And {therefore 
tae Council at. Alexandria, judge it moſt meet to 
commend tothe Imperial conſideration { to be re- 
ceived and beleeyed) POTION Ton; Wn they 
publiſh, a3: followeth: 


7a. 
{x8 one 
Ged, C hrift- begotten God, , the! only brgotterr of the 
Forber, ther, of the" Farhtrs ſubſtante*, God of 
God, Light bf Lighr, trne'God of : true God',' be E 
tex nat acalonad with the: Farberg by” wh 
all things celeſtial andyerreſtrial are mt 4h ow 
ſcended for ns men, dnd: for ar ſalvation took fieſh, 
and  humanty to bimſelf;ſuffered, and roſe agathe 
third day ;; aſcerled into Heaven, and: ſhall come. to 
ugg the living and tht dead; and in the HolyGlwſt. 
4p heſe therefore: who affirm; that once it was hou 
 theiSon of - God eres and that og he 94s be 
gotten he mas. mat. 
And that be was mindeof unhing of cher fob 
fiayeeor eſſen. * ENG 6: 
neAndne unde mucabl or unriahle, 
Art CxComwOunioats. ”. 


| ve held 1# One Gedzhe Father: atnighty, 
ker of all things , wſible nhl inrorſoble $a 


490 


Seft, s. 


knew. thaw), end 
hacer ſuch pridroci-yOy contention, 'He nvarditd ho: | 


"The Life Fan 
_ T Forthe Nicene Ceuncil:doth not ſay; That tÞe 
© Son us like td the Father, ndr ſimply the like of Gul 


* but that be 1 true Gad of true God, and that he ; þ 


© c0-efſert ial; becauſe he 18 the neared ad! ws Sar 
*© of the. nataral and wit Father ; mither did the 


© Conncyl ſeparate. the Hely Spirit from: the Flrhis 


© and the Son ; but tegether- with Soth,) dit glorifie (3 m 


aug Fath of the Holy Trimty, becauſe tt 35 one 

* Deity 6 1s Holy Trinty. 

This is the ſubſtane23 of the Letter which the 
Council at Alexandria ſentto the Emperor J6vi- 
er, and: wherewith the Extiperor ſettled his reſo- 
lution:td eſtabliſh/the ſante by His Aiithority; wx to 
lay afide other Confethons preſented to him, 

The Maredenians and Semi- Arian likeiiſe call 


4: Council's; and. they move. the Emperot r totha- | 


diſh tlie... Acaliins 3 and others of. the higheſt 
ficain ofArians., and\ witder Coloy r thereof Would 
pretend avgeacprd -Orthiadox: : But che. Emperor 
gives.them: 2 ſhort 'Anfiyet , He 


u947 5.fnch 61.74 for Meacriand. w#nion, ' The Acaſi- 
ans. pereeivethe Emperors, itelination,"and fearing 


\ tabs ground to. nothing, between theſe-two. Milk 


"Rones; the Semi-Arians'and- the Orthodox :; They | 


tiexefore hald a Council.at' Ant:och under Meletus, 
whonawss returned and-fetled Biſhop: there: And 
inthis. Canal /they diſ-own their Former Opin 
ons, and hold yg themſelves to bein; conjunRi- 


on Fith.the Nicene Faith, andttiat the $0n\iscon- 


ſubſtantial with, the Father, and begatten of the Sdb- 
ſtance of the Father,” and\neverthelets is the ſame 
- _y charles at 4 ſunilitade; of the 'Soir to? m— 

r 
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ther 2$-touching . his: ſ{ubltance z and which is yet 
more they will, condemn; Art for ſaying, That 
Chriſt. 15\come from nothing ; and, the- E whowians 
for affirming , 7 hat the Sou is nuliks, che Father ; 
and thele being thus repreſented to. the, Empetor z 
( though herein they worflnpped not Ged, - but the 
furple., Robe.) they likewiſe are reſtored. to- their, 
us taken iip upon pretencs of 


— -<& "3 _— "4 _ = 


Churches again : Opps 

Conſcience, 14 not ſubſtantzally , oreiinded- on the 
Word of God, nd all Schiſass upon ſuch foundationt, 
are blown away. by the breath of 4 reſolved Governer:: 
And therefore though, Jdvwiays never lived:to came ' 
to (ce ws Jnperd City.z\ nor: was ſcarce. polleſſed 


of the Throne, yet in his; way thereto he. conquered 
more to.the Church af 'God- then Conſtantine, Con- 
ſtautitzs..and, 7 nlian, could. all: of theth while they 
lived, gain to the Fmpire, although they ruled 
threeſcore yeers between thein. 

- The Emperor thus having detertnined-concerin- 5277, 6. 
ing the ordering of the Churches, whites he is yet 
but in the way to. Conffartineple, proceeds to reform 
7  Tather — his army for « been 

me mie; it tiky well be Tuppoſedthat itnee- pms 
ded/ſit, -and yet-nbt- very ch Saker, for evhen Us 16k; 
Tory/wen comes ito the txyal. of them, they rell him Theod. | 
that their old ſouldiers were Conflantiat's.1,: their 32-4: 7: 
younger were very few that in heart were of Jili- ,,, 0 
ax's Way: ;;And-that asſouldicrs they-#e to Mn” 
vants tothe, Wars gr: letthe Religion 'of ::the Mygi- 
firkte he whas-it will, "\Nevertheleiſe TOmmAN 
calls al-fucb Souldiers- and+Commurnidets whofor- 
mpdly:lajd down theiriarmms and {ively-licad cather 
then they would part yeith a-good conſcience; Bar 
w 23 


wi —_— "=. = 


as touching the people , he will trouble 10 nin for 
faith, but will Frelped all ſuch as- are defi tous to 
mainrain the-publick peace. More then'this I fitid 
not of Fovinian's ations cordiicing tothe itiurter itt 
hand , his time being but ſhort, arid his work ca- 
ther a  progreſſ: to his. Imperial City ; then a G5- 
vernnient; he died before he could arrive at Con: 
FEartineple ; abut eight ni»neths afterthis EleRi- 
6n, concerning whotn [ {hill onely' add this note 
which I find iti a Writet'®'Thar Gol Torgttimes for 
che puniſhmint of ſin hint forth #16kel y bkad of much 
094 to a people , and after" Fuartches the fame, awa y 
Z ore thiy-can ſay they haveu, Jo died la- 
mierited, and commended*Wy" luch ag'were good, 
and as-much diſcommended” by Tack; As * "Gets * bad: t 
arid! henee ariſes the differetit ſened gf WWititers coit- 
cerning'hini. 4.0 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 

ag extraordinary providence they pitch again upon 
one of the Chriſtian Orthodox Faith , waonetther 
was preſent , nor minded ſuch thing ; albettits 
likely 7ovinan had ſent to him among(t others, 
when he reformed the Army, I Cay it was a ltrange 
providence, for what other could tiove ſuch a body, 
as a headleſle Army , trained up under ſuch an 
one as Conftantims tor five and twenty years toge- 
ther , to make choice of ſuch a Head, | 

This man thus ele&ed , was Valextimian, otigi- 
nally a ſouldier of Parma, trained up under Con- 
$Fantine the Great in the Army ; and carrying him- 
ſelf bravely, had attained the honour of command 
of a Brigade in the Army , and was alſo become 
one of the Tribunes , when it was lately formed 
for the Perſian Expedition. And 7a/ia« then en- 
tring upon his Voyage , and going into the Heathen 
Temple to conſult his gods, as formerly was men= 
tioned , Valentiman according to the duty of his 
place attending upon the Emperour, paſled into the 
Tem>yle before the Emperour ; and at: the door 
was ſaluted by the Prteft with an Olive water 
ſprinkle , as others had been , according to the 
manner, and ſome of the Water falltag upon YVa- 
lemtinian, he ſhook i: off with indignation , and 
Save the Prieſt a box an the ear for his labour: which 
. .the Emperour obſerving , ſaid nothing , but took 
" the next opportunity to charge him with unfaithful- 
nefle and breach of truſt , and baniſhed him the 
Army, and ſent him priſoner 1nto a Caltle, nor 
mentioning. at all his carriage at the Temple door ; 
for it was J#lian's rule not to puniſh for matter of 
conſcience , leaſt they ſhould have the honcur of 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


ſuffering as Martyrs, which thing Jalian liked nor. 
This Yalentinian thus quite out of fiyht, is not 
Quite out of mind, but now 1s called our of Priſon to 
raign ( for he 1s never out of the way to prefer- 
ment , that is in Gods way)) and being come, is 
inveſted with the Imperial Robe and Ornaments. 
Which done, the ſculdiers defire yet further to e- 
le& an aſlociare to him , for his aifiſtance in the 
government of the Empire, But Yaleztian told 


0 Ir” 


them , That they had theught Hinz meet 40 be their : 
Emperonr , and it belonged onely to Himſelf to conſi- ; 


der of a Conſort , and not to them ; and therefore re- 
quired themto lay aſide their thoughts concerning it, 
Himelf would ds what becomes ax Emperonr 11 ſuch 
caſe. And herewith the ſouldiers are contented. 
T has God rendred to Valentinian an hundred- fold 


for his C onſt ae 7 to Religion » He loſt his Tribunes : 


ap: 


place, and gained an Empire. 


Valentimian now ſetled in the Empire , declared |} 


h1s intent to march towards Conſtantinople , thenext 
day , and calling together the chief Commanders 


of his Army , asif heintended to do all things by | 


DO 


their advice ; he asked them whem he ſhould ele& |: 
to be his Conſort in the Empire ; and all keeping | 
ſilence for atime, at length Dagalaiphas Lieute- | 
' nant General of the Horſe , anſwered , If yu love | 
Joxr own relations, O Emperonr , you have a bre- L 
' ther ;, but if you love the Common-ypealth , ſeth 


whom you can find ; The ſpirit of Valentinian flar- 


tled herert, yet concealing nimſelf , he horſed for * 
Nicomeaia , Where he mad? his brother Valexs Ma- © 
ſter cf his Horſe, and one of tne Tribunes of the 3 
Army , and then full of thoughts concerning the |? 

anſiyer 3" 
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The Lifc of Athanaſius, 

rnſwer of Dagalazphus , he advanced towards Con« 
ſtantinople , and 1s joyfully received ; and at the 
length he elects his brother Yalens his Conſort in 
the Empire, afligning to him the care of the Ea« 
ſtern parts , and referving the Weſterne to him- 


ſelf. Now though Yalentiman might ſeem to be 


ſwayed herein by the natural affeCion of a brothgr, 
yet for ought the World then knew he was a very 
meet man for the ſervice ; for he was a bred ſoul- 
dier and valiant, and withal religious, and had 
been a Confefſor even to baniſhment, as well as 
his brorher the Emperour ; and it may be ſuffered 
for his brothers ſake the more diſpleaſure. And ac- 
cordingly YValens continued to hold forth a good 
profeſſion , when he entred upon the affairs of the 
Empire, and advanced ſuch to be nigh to him as 
had been ſutferers for the truth , and amonelt others 
ſent for Ceſarms Nazianzes's brother , from ba- 
niſhment, took him to benigh himſelf, and was 


much led by his counſel ; and the Churches both 


Eaſt and Weſt enjoyed much peace, and. Religion 
proſpered, and many Gentiles ivere daily added 


to the Faith. But when as Valextimian was in prepa- - 


ration to depart tothe Weſtern parts, and to leaye 
Corftantinople, the Macedonians and Semi- Arians 


begin to beftir themſelves ; and they repair . to /4- * 


lentiman , and requeſt liberty to hold a Courgil 
for the ſetling of union and agreement in. the 
principles of Religion ; but as the matter proyed, 
it was intended for the overthrow of the Eudoxian 
Faith , which they endeavoured to ſettle at the 
Councils at Conftantimple and eAntioch ; and that 
the Semi-Arian principles might be th? more ef4a- 

O 2 bliſhed, 
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The Lifeof Athanaſius. 
bliſhed. But the Emperour Yalextimas not liking 
their perſons , and lulpeRing their intenſions , de» 
clined cheir requeit , becauſe he would net ſeem 
to countenance either way. And theretore he told 
them that h2 wasa lay perſon , and had no infighe 
into their opinions, and therefore he leaves them 
toſuch wayes as concuce molt for peace, This an- 
ſwer the Semi- Arians take to be in nature of conni- 
vance z- and cared for no more, ſeeing they cannot 


-£ain a plain conceſſion, They therefore appointed 


a Council to be holden at Lampſack,, where after 
tivo moneths fitting , they conclude againft the 
Eudoxians , That the Son of God # like to the 
Father in Subſtance ; and condemning the Eu- 
doxian Contelſion , iney eftabliſh their oivn made 
at eAnti:ch, and confirmed at Seltucia , and 
hereof they give notice by Letters to all their 
Churches. | 

The Eudoxians laboured to put a flop to theſe 
their proceedings, but could not ; they laboured 
to gain Valens the Emperour to appear againſt the 
Council at Lazzpſack, , but he ſaid that he had 
much imployment both againſt foraign enemies, and 
alſo againſt domeſtick inſurreAiens , and could not 
attend ſuch matters as they moved hint unto, Con- 
trarily , the Macedonians perceiving that the Eus 
doxians made application to the Emperour Valens, 
and fearing that the intereſt of Endoxins with Va- 
ns might prevail with him in the concluſion : 
They know no-other way for the preſent then to 
apply themſelves to YValentinian ; but being conſci- 


Soz. 19.6. ous to themſelves, that they ſhould find little favour 


I, 


* 194 11> ©0m him , fo long as they appeared enemies to the 


Orthodox 
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Orthodox , they tuddenly (trike ſail , and pre- 
tend the Nicene Faith, and defire to be aamitted 
into Communion with the Orthodox Churches. 
And to that end they ſend three Biſhops their Dele- 
cates (amongtt whom Euſtathiny was one) to Li- 
berins Bubop of Keme , charging them to ſubmit 
in their name to Liberi his judgment , and not to 
differ in any thing from 1t, as touching tne Arian 
points'; and protefledly to hold forth their ſubmiſ- 
fion to the Nicene Faith, And with theſe Meflen- 
oers they likewiſe ſend Letters figned by them to 


= the ſame purpoſe. Theſe Mellengers being come 


to Rome , offer themſelves and their Letters to 
Libera ; but he with-drawing himſelf from them, 


| refuſed \conference with them , or to accept the 


Letters , alledging that they from whom they 


” Came were excommunicated , and therefore te 


could not correſpend with them. But Exz/tathin 


; and the other Meſlengers replied, that themſelves, 
 andthey from whom they were Delegated, were 
* become penitevt , and acknowledged ſuch a like- 
 neſſe between the Father and the Son, as was in all 
y things , and nothing different from Conſubſtantia- 


lity. Then Liberius defired them to ſet down their 


7 judements in writing, which they did , ſo fully de- 
2 claring both affirmatively according to the Doarine 
3 of the Nicene Faith, and alſo negatively condem= 
$ ninz the Doctrine of eAr:m and his Diſciples, and 
2 of the Patropaſſians, Marciomſts, Photimians, Mare 
oelliazs, and Samoſatemans , that nothing ceuld 
2 be further deſired , and therets they fubſcribed 
2 their Names, | 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


Liborins therefore and the Weſtern Bifhops ha- 
ving no further to obje&t againſt theſe men, 'can- 
not refuſe to accept them into Communion , and 
thereof they grant their Letters Teftimonual to all 
the Churches ; with which theſe Afian Meſſengers 
depatt into S:ci/ia , where an other Council was 
holden ; and upon ſheying the Letters from Libe- 
7145 and other Biſhops at Rowe , being teſtimont- 
al as to the Meſſengers , ,and a copy of the an- 
ſ\ver of the Biſhops at Rowe to the Letters from 
the Aſian Biſhops , and of the Confeſſion of Faith 
fiened by the Delegates ; they obtained the like ac- 
ceptance at S:c1/:4;and receive like Letters to the A- 
fian Churches from them of £:c1114, Theſe Meſſen- 
gers thus accepted, they return ; and then theſe Pe- 
nitentiaries ſendtheir Letters of requeſt to allthe Or- 
thodox Churches , to hold a Council at Tarſ#s for 
the eſtabliſhing the Churches in the Nicene Faith. 
And being informed of a Council te be holden at 7/- 
liricum, by the joynt order both of Valentinias and 
Valers, they ſend their Delegates thither. 

For the Emperour Yalentinian beins inforre?] 
of the differences in A/ia concerning Religion 
newly reviving , joyns with Yalens, and he with 
him in the calling of a Council to be holden at 7!:- 
r1curs , where after long debate , they conclude 
according to the Nicene Faith , That the Holy 
Trinity ts Conſubſtantial , and the ſame 1s declared 
to all the Ahan Churches ; which Letters they 
ſend by Meflengers of their own , purpoſely dire- 
ted , that they might bring certain news whe- 
ther the Aſian Churches did indeed agree to them 
in Doctrine, as by Exftathins they had been repre- 

ſented, 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 


ſented. For as yet they did not give much credit 


to Euſzathins, in regard he had ſhewn himſelf a 
fickle man , having been often in trouble for his 
Profeſſion , and as often changed it, But the Meſ- 


: ſengers upon their return confirmed what Euſta- 
thias had reported. concerning the Afian Churches, 


And thus the As and Concluſions of this Council 
are confirmed by bath YValentiniaz and Yalens, by 
their Publick Edi&t, and in all places to be pub- 


lickly taught and owned, with further command, 


that all ſuch perſohs as are otherwayes minded, 


ſhould ceaſe to trouble ſuch teachers who do teach 


according to the ſaid concluſions , which they alſs 
do tranſmit, in this manner ſet forth. 


we confeſſe ( following the Great Orthodox 
Council, ) That the Son ts Co-eſſeutial to the Fa- 
ther ; net underſtanding the Word Co-eſſential, as 


* þ ſoxtof late have dont, who have ſubſcribed decert- 
| fully ; andothers that follow thoſe who have holdes 
| forthonely a ſimilitude by the Word Conſubſtantial: 


For ſuch do wickedly make the Sou of God 4 Crea- 
ture, But we are of the ſame opinion with the Ro- 
man and French Churches, That the Eſſence of the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt u one and 


the ſame in Three Perſons, that 15, 1n three perfelt 


Sub); FFances, 


we eonfeſſe alſo according to the Nicene Faith , 


that, That Co-eſſential Son of God took, fleſh of the 
Virgin Mary , and dwelt amongſt mes ; andthat He 


fulfilled for us the whole Work of His Offices , un his 
' Birth, Paſſion , Re/urreftion and Aſcention tnto 


Heaven , and ſhall again retry apparant! 'y in the 
2 
O 4 Flaſh, 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
Fleſh , and re nder to ever y man according to his Fork, 
1» the Day of Judgment , ſhewing his Divine F ower; 
God who aſſumed Fleſh, and not Max who aſſumed 
God. 


%. 


eAll ſuch who hold contrary herets, Let him 
be Anathema. And all ſuch as ſhall ſay, That the 
Son was not before He was begotten, but was in the 
Father in potentia , before He was altually begotten, 
For the Son with the Father 1s begotten with an E- 
ternal Generation, P? 


The Council at laſt did alſo admit E/tarbew and 
the Aſian Delegates into Communion , and gave 
them Letters Teſtimonial to the Aſian Churches, 
and otner Letters exhorting them to continue con- 
ftant in the truth , with which they departed , and 
went to another Council called at Traxa, where 
with other Biſhops Gregory Nazianzen was , unto 
whom theſe Delegates 'producing all the Letters 
Teſtimonial and Writings miſſive , they are recei- 
ved with great joy, although Ba/i/ the great was 
not yet ſatisfied togive much confidence to Exſta- 


| thus his Profeſſion , ner to the Confefſion of thoſe 


Penitentiaries, The Counc'l at Tiaxa neyertheleſs 
fenifie the compliance of theſe Delegates (and 
their Churches) to all the Churches ,. anddo order 
that the ſeyeral Teſtimonials ſhall be read in the 
ſeveral Churches , defiring them alſo that they 
would admit thoſe Churches, thus makirg appli- 
Eation , into Communion , and declare the ſame 
hy their Letters Certificatory. And laflly , 
That they would meet at the Council intended 
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to be holden at Tarſ#s , to eſtabliſh a perfeR 
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Valens falleth to Arianiſme, His Perſe- 
ention of the Orthodox, The laſt Trou- 
bles of Athanaſius , and his fourth 


bt 8 ſcape. 


Hat-ſome Writers mention concerning 
Valess his diffatisfa&tion with thoſe at 
the Council at Lampſack , as if he 
were then an engaged Arian with E#- 
dox1#s , ſeems inconſiſtent with what is generally a- 
greed , that at the Council at 7lliriewm he did 

* Joyn With Valeatiman againſt the Arians, If there- 
fore any diſpleaſure was in Valens againſt the Coun- 
cil, 1t might be rather for their holding a Council 
there without his conſent, Nevertheleſſe whate- 
ver his former Profeſſion was , the time at length 
comes when as he appeareth toall, not onely an A- 
rian , but an Eudoxian Arian, although it is proba- 
ble that he gained to that pirch by degrees, The 
firſt cauſe of his defe&ion 1s ſaid to-be his Wife, 
for though Emperours commanded in the field , we 
find that in their Empires they were much adviſed 
by their Wives , who were the Daughters of Exe, 
and mny times ſhewed more Will than wiſdome. 
This the Arians kneiv well enough , and firſt gain- 


ed the Emprefle to be theus , and then had a more 
| | ready 
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fitting an, inftrument for that work as Exdax:#s was. 
Far hisconſcience was ſolarge , that he did it and 
did it to the purpoſe , even into a perpetual hatred 
of the Ortnodox Chriſtians ; and it was according 
ly effeCtual , to that end till he died. Thus Yalens. 
that once laid down his A// to ſave his Religion, 
now lays down his Religion to ſave nothing ; for 
this ptece of armour of Baptiſme was not of proof 
again(t the Goths, as after will appear. Gregory 
Naxz1anzen hearing hereof, ſaid, Surrexit nubecu- 
la, grandine plena., permties Calamitoſa Chriſt: 


cultor pariter & ofor , qui poſt perſecutiontm_per ſe-. 


cutor fuit , & poſt Apoiiatam , now guidens A poſt a- 


14, ſed nil melins Chriftianus Chriſti nomen pre 


ſe ferens Chriſtum mentiebatwy, A Cloud ariſes 
with raging hail , a dreadful plague , a Worſhipper 
of Chriſt , and yet 4 hater of Chriſt , once perſe- 
cuted, now 4 perſecutor. A Succeſſor of an eAps- 
ſtate and: no Apoſtate , yet no better , profeſſing 
Chriſt, and yet denying Chriſt. 

And henceforth Exdoxius is looked upon as Va- 
lens his Ghoſtly Father , he gives the rule, and 
Valens is the Executioner ; and firſt he givesa ſtop 
tothe Council at Tarſus, partly by Letters horta= 
tory , partly minatory ; and next that he falls to 


perſecution, andwanting work amongſt the Ortho- 
dox 
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dox (for'in T hracia, Bythinia and Helleſpont, mul- 
titudes of Towns for the Eaſt , greateſt part of his 
Raign, had neitker Miniſters ner Churches , and 
thoſe which had any Miniſters, they are all fled to 
places of more quiet habitation) they fall next upon 
the Macedonians and Semi-Arians , and having 
enforced them and the Nevatians, and all the Or- 
thodox to forſake Conſtantinople ; they are now 
Lords alone , and yet are not quiet , but falling 
out w.th one another, Endoxins will have Ennom- 
us ,, {W101 as wicked an Arian as himſelf , and by 
diſeaſes had contrated as foul an out-fide as he 
was within) to admit Aetius (who had been Eu- 
doxius his Tuter) into Communion with his Con- 
oregation, But Exunemms refuſed, inregard that 
Endoxins his Congregation accounted ects not 
to be ſound in their way , although Exdox:us 
otherwiſe conceited of him ; hereupon Exdox us 
takes offence , and ſeparates from Exxommns. But 
Enudoxins is called off , for Valens is now ma- 
king his Progrefle te Amtroch , which proved a 
Provreſle of, or for perſecution , and that work 
cannot gowell , unleſſe Endoxixs eye be thereon. 
The Emperour now in his way , the poor Chriſtt- 
ans from remote parts having ſent their Miniſters 
to the number of fourſcore, to petition the Empe- 
rour for favour, at Nicemedia they obtain Audi- 
&nce , but had none but dilatory anſwers , till b 
the Governcur they were all apprehended and put 
into a Ship , wherein they entred,expe&ing baniſh- 
ment ; but it proved far otherwiſe , for the Gover- 
neur being commanded to put them to death , durit 
not do it on land for fear of the people ; and mw_— 

; ore 


203 


SOC. lib,q 
cap. 9. 


Soc. lib. 8. 
Cap, I J. 


y Fac. th. 4. 


Cap. 13+ 


_—O— 


304 


; 957 Wl 
lib.4..29. 


Soz.1l:5. bo 


=» 62Pp, 1 6, 


The Life of Athanafius, 
fore after the Ship was launched into the open Sea, 
the Sailors ſet fire on the Ship , and themſelves 


eſcaped by Boat , and the Ship carried by the | 


Wind and Current along the Hel/eſpont , from 
the Gulf Aſtacius until it came on ground at 
Dacibiza , and ſo conſumed with all that was 
therein. 

The Emperours Progrefle continued , breathing 
out flaughter as he went, but coming to Cappads- 
cia, he 1s told of Bafil the Great , who was then 
Bithop there , and that he was a ſtout Defender of 
the Orthodox, The Emperoyr therefore wonld 
not enter into the Lifts with him himſelf, leſt he 
ſhould receive the foil; but appoints the Gover- 
nour , Who aflaied Baſt firſt by promiſes of the 
Emperours favour , affuring him that the Empe- 


rour had him in high eſteem already , and was loth 


to admit of hard thoughts concerning him. But 
Baſil anſivered that ſuch arguments might prevail 


with young men ; for his 6:vn part he was reſol- 


ved ſofar as he was able not to ſuffer one ſyllable 
of Divine Truth ts be endangered, . and yet he 
accounted highly of the Emperours favour ; the 
Governour then threatned him with death. But 
Baſil told him his body was weak, and would ea- 
ſily ſuffer that , and that he was willing to make 
trial what he could ſuffer, if the Governour would 
be willing to put him thereto, The Governour 
told him te was mad, and pave him time to conſi- 
der of it till the next day. Baſ! replied, if I be 
mad, I would I might be ever thus mad, ts mor- 
ro'v and to day 1s all one. The next. day the Gov» 
vernour finding him obſtinate , threatned = 
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with Baniſhment, Ba/ anſwered it moves me 
nothing ; 1 have nothing to looſe beſides an old 
rent Coat and a iew books ; 1 live in this World 
as a traveller, alwayes expeRting to be gcne. The 
Governour tells the Emperour that he can gain no- 
thing » B«/l will not yield an inch. The Emperour 
hereupon will not ſtay in Cappadecia , bur goes to 
Ceſaria, Where by the way his beloved Son falls 
fick , and thereupon the Empercurs conſcience is 
not well ; .and therefore Bai] is ſent for , who be 
ing come , 15 told that the Emperours Son is faln 
fick , and that it would be yery acceptable, if he 
would go and viſit him, and pray fcr him ; butit 
muſt be done ſo as that th? Emperour muſt not be 
ſeen to be the firſt mover herein. «Aman may be 
perſwaded that Holineſſe onely will help at adead 
lift , and nevertheleſſe remain an enemy thereto , and 
yet a profeſſing Chriftian all the while, Baſil there- 
fore defiring firſt to cure the diſeaſe of the Fmye- 
rours own IRart, goes to him, and beſeeches him 
to reſtore peace to the Churches, anc to take or 
der that his Sen may be bapriſed by ſome holy 
man , and he will do well , but FValers i:k2d not 
the bargain : Ba/{ went away, and th? Emperour 
will have his Son baptiſed by Arians , and ſo his 
Son died ; hereat the Fmperour 1s perplexed, and 
as ſome ſay fell fick , and Ba! 2gain- 1s ſent for, 
and being come , the Emperour relented as to him, 
but as to the cauſe he is the ſms mon fill that he 
Was. 


Tne Emperours Progrefſe holds on to Antioch, Sefl, 4. 
where the rape againſt the Orthodox is ſo great, 
that the Chriſtians forſake their dyellings in the 
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The Life of Arhanaſtus, 
Towns , and get into the Woods and places remote, 
and there hold their meetings ; which being told 
the Emperour , *he commands the Goyernour to 
ſuppreſſe their meetings ; and publiſhes his Edits 


-upon pain of death forbidding ſuch aflemblies, 


Bat the Chriſtians ſill meet notwithſtanding , 
which being told the Governour , he marches with 
his horſemen into the fields to ſcatter them ; and by 
the way overtaking a woman carrying her. little ſon 
with her in great baſte,asked her whither ſhe was go- 
ing ſo haſtily ? To the field, Sir , ſaid ſhe, where the 
people of God are met, The Governour ſaid to her, 
Do not you know that the- Governour will be there 
to put to death all ſach as he ſhall find there aſ- 
ſembled , contrary to the Emperours Command- 
ments. . Tes, Sir , ſaid the woman , and I make 
what haſte I can , leaſt I ſhould come too late , and 
fail of my ſerving God by Martyrdome, The Go- 
vernour then ask2d her , Wherefore do you then 
carry your little child > Sir , ſaid ſhe, even that it 
alſo may meet with the ſame meaſure that I meet 


with , and recerve the like reward, The Governour 
 hereat aſtoniſhed , returned and acquainted the 


Emperour what he had done and found ; and was 
aflured that the people were there all of them rea- 
dy andreſolyed to die ; and told the Emperour that 
if his commands ſhould be executed , it would 
prove ſuch a butchery as would diſhonour him be- 
fore all the world. And hereupon he deſiſts from 
further cruelty , having already exceeded ſo far , as 


, the River Oroxtes, on which eAztich was ſeated, 


bluſhed at the bleudy maflacre of dead bodies ſlain 
and caſt therein, | 


. 


> ", > 1 = —_—— — 
em, i OE. ., —.. £! 


The Life of Athanafius, 
I ſay hedeſfifted ; for he was neceſſitated there- 
unto by ſudden News come that the Goths had in- 


vaded the Empire , and are come as far as.eAdri- 
anople, And ſo the Emperour muſt now return to 
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look to his own Freehold. His mind is neverthe- _ 


lefſe as good or ul as ever it was, and what he can- 
not ſee done , he muſt betruſt to his Governours in 
their reſpe&tive Countries, and theſe commands 
are extended as far as to Alexandria ; where Atha- 
naſius 1s all this while feeding of his flock , where 
alſo was the main Butt at which all Exdox:#5 his 
Councils aimed. And by vertue hereof all meet- 
ings are forbidden at Alexandria under like penal- 
ties. And the Governours are likewiſe command- 
ed to baniſh all the Biſhops formerly baniſhed by 
Conftantins,and who had returned to their Churches 
in 7«l:ax:s time. And this was as much to ſay that 
Athaxaſius muſt now leok to himſelf. For this E- 
dit was backed with threats of ſevere proceedings 


againſt all Governours who ſhould be found re-- 


miſſe, or negligent, or indulgent, And according- 
ly the Governour of Egypt ſpares none, but eſpe- 
cially forgets not eAthanaſias ; and commands 
from the Governcur are ſent -to him forthwith to 
prepare to be gone, But the Alexandrians were 
provided what todo, for the noife of this tempeſt 
roared long before it came, And the Alexangrians 
are ſoon come together to adviſe abaut an anſwer, 
and with one accord tell the Governour , that he 
ought ſerioufly to adviſe what he did, before he 
did determine ought againſt Athanaſius, For the 
Governour muſt know that eAthanafius is not with- 
| inthe compaſle of the Emperours Edi& , for that 
though 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
though he was baniſhed by Conan, yet was 
he alſo reſtored by Conffantins; and when Fulidy 
reftored all others , yet he baniſhed Athanaſins , 
and that he was reſtored by Joviman, The Gover- 
nour heard all this , yet was not ſatisfied, Put the 

ople reſolving to make good their concluſien, 
told the Governour plaialy th:y would not 

art with Athana/ins upon ſo eafie terms , as they 

ad an intereſt in him, they would maintain it, 
and therewith made a proffer of a general Inſurre- 
Rion. The Governour ſtartled hereat, and fearing 
a revolt ; he told the people he would conſider fur- 
ther of the matter , aad receive further direttons 
from the Emperour, before ha would intermeddle 
further herein. And in the mean time eAthanaſs- 
#s hath the Governours aflurarice that he ſhall 


continue at eAlexandria Without diturbance, And | 


thereupon the Tumult is quieted. | 
Whether the Governour informed the Empe- 


rour hereof or not, I do not find, But ere long 
time paſſed , the Governours mind is to viſit Ale- 
xandria; this either Was told Athanaſins , or elſe 
he ſuſpe&ts the matter upon ſome grounds of pro- 
bability ; and therefore to prevent the worlt , with- 
out acquainting any one, but whom he needs mult, 
te ſecretly and ſuddenly with-drew himfelf, Ged 


knows whither , and there he hid himſelf, By 


this time the Governours purpoſes are ripe for ex- 
ecution , and he comes ſaddenly in the night to 
Alexandria, the weather dark and tormy, but him- 


ſelf the greateſt ftorme , and entring the City, with 


a ſtrong guard of ſouldters beſe's the houſe of Atha- 
»aſias on all ſides , and at- once breaking in at the 
| doors 
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doors and windows,” makes a ftrict ſearch thraugh- 
out the ſame fron the top to the bottome , and yet 
all in. vain ; what tnore ?.they muſt return fretting” 


Sz ob + 


and erudging that they are not ſatisfied, as they' 


came feeding themſelves with hope of their defi- 
red prey ; and then they trouble themſelves at the 
manner. of his eſcape , ſome ſuſpeRing treachery 
in their own councils ; others that « Athanaſing is 
2 conjurer, and had revelations from the Devil. 
"The people on the other {ide as much wondered 
as they , ſome conclude that he had Revelations 
from God , who doubtleſſe was the principal Wor 
ker in his eſcape. Others conclude that Athanaſius 
Was not led by jealouſie of the Governour, ſo 
| much , as of the people, whoſe inclinations heſaw 
| were mutinous, and if any death or bloud-ſhed 


bs pr. 


| ſhould enſue thereupon, it might be wholly impu- 
| ted tohim',. and that, therefore he reſolving not to 
be party in any ſuch motiens , with-drew- himſelf. 
But the greateft wonder on all hands 15 what ſhould 
become of him, of whom they can find neither 
ſcent nor foot-ſteps , neither in the Wilderneſle 
nor City , neither amongſt enemies-nor frignds. 
And no marvel if it be true that all this while he 
was hidden in his fathers Monument, for the ſpace 
of four moneths, as one free among(t the dead ; 
For who would ſeek for the living amqneft the 
dead ? nor 1sit altogether impoſſible , if the large- 
nefle of the Egyptian Monuments be conſidered, 
and that though for the moſt part it might be the 
place. of his ordinary retirement, , yet he might 
find opportune times to look abroad for thefre 
aire, But whiles thus eAtharnafns lies hid. his 
En 
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people mindful of their promiſed endeavour to pa- 
cific the Emperours diſpleaſure , they ſend to Cox- 
ſtantinople , Where now Valens the Etnperour was 
earneſt in preparation for his expedition againſt 
the Goths ; bnt the Meſſengers prevailed neverthe- 
lefſe to have their ſuit made known to the Empe= 
rout » Who Wat not now ſo angry as formerly ; be- 
cauſe Emndoxins the fomentor of all this bitter 

$02, lib.6, progreſſe cf perſecution was lately dead, and was 

cap. 13. goneto give up his account to God of his eleven 
years bloudy . defigne againſt the Alexandtian 
Churches. 
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CAP. AXAXV. 


Valentinian his Conflancy to the Nicene 
Faith Amiroſe is made Biſhop of Mil- 
Jain, The Seits of the Anthropemor- 
phites and Meſſalians, 


7 $48.1, S Valens the Emperour was thus deftroying 
the Churches in the Eaſtern Empire ; ſo 
Valeitigian advanced the Church of God 
in the Welt, And by ſome it was thought 
that they both erred in their ſeveral Governments, 

t1e more becanſe they yielded too much poyer to 
| the Clergy on both parts, by means whereof the 
os | one Was more Cruel unto the Orthodox , and the o- 
ther not ſo revardful of their defence , as efteem- 


ins himſelf a lay perſon , and the lefſe concerned 


to intermeddle in Church-matters, And yet he 
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would have done better then he did ,* but that he 


2IZk 


Was Wy yoked with an Arianwife., who was 


ns lefle m 


againſt the Orthodox , then her Si- 


ſer Valens was , and that appeared in her uphold- 


ing of Auxentins in the See at CHrlam, which 
was become the Imperial City of the Welt ; and 


Soz., (ib. s, 


s SE 62P.23324+ 
Rome left to the Biſhop there to order it without 


controul, For Axentms having been Biſhop of 
Millain alone time, was an earneſt Arian , and 


did nor onely maintain , That rhe Son of God is 


unlike wnto the Father , but that the Holy Ghoſt is 
alſo unlike the Father ; and for this cauſe Arhana- 
ns had ftirred up the Biſhop of Rome to excom- 
municate him ; yet do what they could, they could 
never prevail with YValextimian to baniſh him ; (for 


though his will was good , yet his wife was better r.,n. 
at the will then he, though her will was worſe.) Hift. /55.2, 
Bur he fill continued at CAfi/lain to his dying day. £474 11+ 


And after his death troubles enſued about his Suc- 
ceflof, and the matter coming before Valentinian, 
he called the Biſhops together , and told them that 
they could not' be igrorart what manner of man 
was fitting for ſuch a place as the See of Millar, 
where his Imperial reſidence was ; and that he muſt 
be ſuch a man whoſe doQtrine and life muſt match 
one another, And by that means the people might 
the better learn to ſerve God and live in obedience 
under him, and in peace with each other ; and 
therefore adviſed them to proceed to the ele&ion 


of ſuch an one, having reſpe& alſo that he muſt be 
ſuch an one whom the Emperour mizht reſt upon 
for advice, exhortation and reproof, The Biſhops 


anſwered that they would be glad to nnderſtand the 
P 23 | Emperors 
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Emperouts mind more particularly , by nemina- 
ting the man. But the Emperour refuſed , alledg- 
ing it was their work to determine the nomination, 
The Biſhops go te their work , but the heat grew 
ſo great , eſpecially from the people of the Arian 
part, thata tumult enſues , (as is uſual in all popu- 
lar eleions , eſpecially where Church matters are 
concerned) and Ambroſe the Governour of 241/- 
lain under the Emperour hearing thereof , comes 
ſuddenly into the Church, and commands them 
to be careful to obſerve 200d order, and carry 
themſelves gravely and ſoberly , as-becomes their 
places , and the work they were about, They ha- 
ving heard him ſpeak , think hima man very meet 
for the place , and forth-with proceeded to the 
work, and elected him to be their Biſhop of 4/- 
laia, But he oppoſed it , telling them that he was 
not ſo much as one of their members , much lefle 
capable of, ſuch a place, as to be a Biſhop ; - yet all 
1s 1n vain, for tney proceeded immediately to bap- 
tiſe him, which he ſubmitted unto, for he had 
been hitherto but one of the Catecument ; although 
he had been an ancient diſciple , and had been fa- 
miliar with Or:gen, and ſerved him as his Ama- 
»nenſis , and had ſuffered perſecution for Chriſts 
cauſe under aximmnus, and upon that account 
had not onely been a Profeſſor , but a Confeſſar a- 
bout five and fifty years , and yet not baptiſed till 
now, For it ſeems that the times were ſo trouble- 
ſome as that men were not over forward totake 
up that Honourable Badge of Baptiſme, although 
they.were capable ; for eyen children of Believers 
were baftzzed by a known cuſtome in the Church 

before 
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| before Or:gens time (if we may believe him) and 
by tradition from the Apoltolick Age, Ambroſe 
baptiſed thus willingly , 1s nevertheleſſe abſolure- 
ly reſolved againſt their Epiſcopal EleRon , ſo as 
the matter comes before the Emperour , who wons« 
dring at the concluſion , but mre at the unanimity 
thereof, ſaith 1ts Gods work, and confirmes the 
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Ele&ton without further debate, and ſo Arbroſe Theod. 


is ordained, and the Emperour himſelf giving pub- lib. 4 6. 7. 


lick thanks to God. 

This way that Yalextiman took in ſeeming to be 
rather ruled in Church matters , then ts rule, 
was wiſely contrived by him ; conſidering that if 
he had led on the work , his wife would have led 
him , for ſhe was a paflionate Arian , and ſeeing 
ſhe cannot now ſtop this eletion of Ambroſe, the 
nevertheleſle reſolves perfe&t enmity againſt him), 
and accordingly maintained it all her dayes ; and by 
her wiviſh and womaniſh ſolicitations ſo hampered 
Valentimias in his proceedings, that he can nei- 
ther appear to ſtop his brother Yalenſes rage a- 
oainſt the Orthodox 1n the Eaſt , as he would have 
done ; nor proceed againſt the Arians in the Welt, 
as he ſhould have done : Yalentiman nevertheleſſe 
did ſomewhat in both particulars, and would have 
done more, but that he had to do with a willful 
wife , and a deſpiteful brother ; and thus the 
Churches in the Eaft mutt (till ſuffer Perſecuticn , 
and in the Weſt a kind of Tolleration , which is 


next door thereto, until God ſhall otherwiſe pro- - 


vide, 


A fit time this was for increaſe of Seas and Set, 2, 


Schiſmes , the Arian pride of calling the Holy Ty- 
. P 3 nity 
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214 The Life of Athanaſius, | 
nity into queſtion , bred a new errour wotſe then 
any of thetormer (1f one errour againſt the Trini- 
ty may be worſe then another) which was called 
the Sect of the \ 0 9 10gþ, 9c - for whereas 
formerly ſome would have the Son of God to be 
like the Father 1n all reſpe&s,and others that the Son 
was like the Father in qualifications, and in the Di- 
vine Nature ; and others, that he was unlike the Fa- 
ther 1n all reſpects ; and ſome that God 1s unlike 
himſelf; and others that the Son of God aflumedthe 
body of a man without a ſoul ; and. others that he 
had the body and ſoul of man , but not the mind of 
man ; and others thatthe Son of God is pure man 
and not God, Now theſe Azthropomerphites will 
have the likenefle of God and the likenefle of man 
to be one and the ſame thing ; thereby confound- 
ing the ſubſtances of both, by a (ttrange Expoſition 
| of thoſe words, Let us make man in our oWn 1- 
Ub. 6.29 gage ; whereby, they will have God to bein the 
Image of man, and think themſelves to have here- 
in attained a high ſtrain of underſtanding in this | 
Divine Miftery above all others. Thus profeſſing 
themſelves wiſe , they become fools. RI 
Another Sect alſo aroſe about theſe times , whom 
] call not Hereticks. For they held forth the Do- 
Erine of the Trinity and other Dodtrines funda- 
mental ; 'and theſe were called Meſſalians, or as 
now adayes Enthyſlafts, a praying people , who 
fancied themſelves dire&ed by immediate inſpira- 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt, giving much reſpe& to 
dreams, Iying afide bodily labour , holding their 
Eoncetts prophetical , and yet did not (as the 
Quakers. now-adayes ) either ſeparate from the 


publick 
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publick Congregations ; ' or make diſturbance in 


them , but attended on them quietly , although 


they held them but as Tollzrable things, doing 


- neither good nor hurt ; althovgh they profeſſedly 


hold it not forth in plain words. They efteem 
Ba tiſme uſeleſſe 5 but highly extol prayer , Which 


if daily uſed, they think themſelves thereby guard- 


ed againſt all Temptations ; for they ſay thereby 


the Devil is put to flight ; and that then the Holy 
Ghoſt comes down ſenfibly and manifeſts himſelf, 


and yet neverthelefle inviſibly ; and that hereby 
their body is freed from trouble, and their mind 
from all ill inclinations; ſo as there is no more 
need of faſting to tame the body, or of teaching 


and inftruion.; and that they are ſafe againſt 


fleſhly temptations , and hall fore-ſee things 
to come , and behold the Trinity with their 
yes. 

But theſe two Se&s came to no greatefteem a- 
moneſt the Profeſlers in any Religion ; the for- 


mer. being ſo apparantly grounded in ignorance, - 


was oppoſed by both the Nicenian and Arian , for it 
was deſtruQive to the principles of both, And the 
later as ill founded, 2rz. npon a meer ſolitary Me- 
lancholick Fancy , that no other man could conceit, 
but Cuch as were inthralled therewith ; and there- 
fore the Orthodox Biſhops no lefle then the Arian, 
did both of them within their ſeveral precin&s, 
find means to quench in a ſhort ſpace both thoſe 
brands of contention, and ſoon effected it. 
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The Lifeof Athanaſius, 
Cay, XXVI. 


Athanaſius his laſt return to Alexandria, 

His Death, Bis Encomium, ' The 1ſue 
of Arianiſme, The Deſolation of the 
Eaſtern Churches, PN Ee 


He News concerning the poſture of the 
people at «Alexandria in relation to the 
Governours, endeavour to baniſh or elſe 
deſtroy Athanaſius, coming to the Em- 

perours notice , findes him under a load of buſi- 
nefle concerning his expedition againſt the Goths ; 
andnot alittle troubled about his Succeſſor before 
ne enters into that ſervice ; for he is told of one 
that he knows not, whoſe Name begins with three 
Letters 7, H. E, and hereupon his jealouſie ari- 


- ſeth againſt all that are named Theodor , Theodore, 
Theodofins , Theodatus , Theodulus , and all whoſe 


Names ſound that way ; and as many of theſe as 
he can get into his own power , he kills without 
mercy , not remembring that Maxime , Io man 
can hill his Succeſſor ; andit was verified in him ; 
for he miſled of that Great T heedoſius which ſuc- 
ceeded him , although he flew his Father, And 
though he kad upon this ground taken many (as he 
ſuppoſed) out of his way, yet Bis minde 15s not 
Quiet; he is afraid fill his Succeflor 1s behind 
him , and of the Goths whoare before him ; and 
in all places of his Empire , the differences abcut 
Relieton increaſe daily , do what he can ; ſo as he 
»2th neither peace within nor without ; and thus 

| inyolyed 


. 


T he Life of Athanaſius, 
involved with troubles , he meets with Them ſtim 
the Philoſopher , who diſcourſing with him con- 
cerning his troubles , amongft other things told 
Valens , That the differences in Religion concerning 
God ought nat to trouble hyy overmuch , in regard 
the opimons amongſt them were but few , 1» compari- 
ſon with the differences amongſt the Philoſophers 


SOC, lth. 4+ 
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concerning God , which are above three hundred, So0z. lib.6. 
eAnd that Ged permitted theſe different opimogys , to Cp 36. 


convince them of their own 1gnorance , and that the 
might learn thereby the more 10s adore Hu Ay Shs 
able Greatneſſe ; and this with other paſſages of diſ- 
| Courſe , more ſetled Yalezs his mind , then all the 
diſputes of his Arian Biſhops Could; and yet nei- 
_ ther one er other could ſearch his wound to the 
bottom, He finds that the Goths have taſted ſo 
much of the ſweetnefſe of Thraca, as they will 
not draw off upon eafie terms; and thatits neceflary 
to leave his people quiet at home, and to ſpeak 
them fair ; and therefore- he tacks about , and re- 
lents towards Athanaſins, and reſolves to Reer a 
more even courſe in the crofle currents of opinions 
in Relivion, to pleaſe the people till the wayes be 
mere calme. Some think 'that the Emperours con- 
ſcience was touched with the excellency of «Atha- 
xaſias his perſon, as alſo gf the excellencies of the 
perſons of ſome others ; and therefore in all theſe 
flames of perſecutions , he ſpared not onely him , 
but divers others of chief note ; ſuch as were Baſil 
the Great, Panlimus, Epiphamns, Hillary, Nazi- 
anzen, and others ; and more particularly after ſome 
demur about the affairs at Alexandria he ſent his 
Letters of Grace to Athanaſius, declaring that by 
£5; Ap | 11S 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
his Edias he meaned net any hurt to him, and re. 
quiring him te return to the Church as eAlexan- 
dria again, 

And thus Athansfns appears again in Alexax- 
dris, and remains there in peace during the reſt of 
his dayes ; which was about two or three years , 
during all which time the Alexandrian Churches 
had reſt for his ſake , When as the Arian rages con- 
tinued in other places. Ang although it might well 
confilt with Athanaſiss his age to retire his mind 
to a contemplative life after all theſe turmoils thus 


long endured , and that it might be judged diſcre- 
- tionfor him ſo todo; yetaccording to the ſtrength 


of his weak body , his ſpiric ſtill moves outward , 
and he a&ts as faras he can in the publick care of the 
Churches , by holding correſpondency with the 
Biſhop of Rawe, with Baſil, Nazienzen, and 0- 
thers, and wrote Letters of advice to the African 
Churches , endeavouring to vindicate the Nicene 
Faith , and confirm them therein ; and therein he 
tells them that he had prevailed with the Biſhop of 
Rome (whom he calls his brother) to depoſe Auxen- 
$145 Biſhop of Milam. He alſo wrote other Let- 
ters at the inſtance of Baſil tothe Afian Churches, 
with which he alſo ſent Peter (who afterward ſuc- 
ceeded Athaxaſins in Aiexandria) by whoſe endea- 
vour and advice /of Athanaſius, many of the Or- 
thodox Chriſtians by perſecution ſcattered abroad, 
were re-united , and tuch who through weakneſle 
had been enſnared by the Arian power , were again 
reduced into Church Communion , upon renewing 
of their Profeſſion of the Nicene Faith ; beſides 


Athanaſius wrote divers other Epiſtles, extant a- 
mong(t 
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moneſt his ether Works upon the like SubjeR. 
All which do ſufficiently manifeſt, that he held 
conſtant to the Death that Do&rine which in his 
Life he had ſo Routly vindicated, And doubileſle 
there were divers other a&ions of Athanaſins , 


which (if God had ſo ſeen meet) might have been 


worthy to be recorded , which are by the Hiſtorians 
buried in filence, either for want of information at 
ſuch a diſtance , or as things not ſo regardable, in 
regard they no wayes concerned his Sufferings ; as 
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if when he ceaſed to ſuffer , he ceaſed tslive ; and__ 


therefore I can add no more, 
Neverthelefſe I mutt add this , that before Atha- 


aſus died, he had the honour to out-live all his 


perſecutors, Conſtantms, 7 ulian, Arius, Actins, Eu- 
ſebins, eMacedonins, Eudoxius, Urſatins, Valens, 


Erentius , beſides George and Gregory, Athanaſius 


his Corrivals in Alexandria, and divers of the Go- 
vernoursin Egypt and Alexandria, And in a man- 
ner became the Conquerour of the rage and malice 
of his enemies that remained alive , who were even 
weary of their own hatred, God alſo witneſſing 
from Heaven his diſpleaſure againi that generatt- 
en > by ſupendious Tnondations , Earthquakes, 
Stormy Tempeſts of Thunder , Wind, and Hall, 
Peſtilences, hideous Famines , in all which innu- 
merable multitudes of people periſhed : And 
which was worſt of all , the dreadful Plague of Tg- 
norance invaded the common ſort of Profeflors ; 
in compariſon whereof Athanaſius his private 
troubles ſcarce touched him ; for he ſaid of them, 
Mis nulla eft cura. I regard them mt , for 1 
know, yea am aſſured , that for ſach 4s av ſuff, er. ,4 
reward is promiſed by God, Thus 
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Thus lived and died Great 4thana/;ns in a 200d 
old age , and was gathered to his Fathers the Patri- 
archs, Prophets, Apoſtles, and Martyrs; more ho- 
noured by tears at his departure out of this World , 
then by all the Aeclamations of the people at his ſe- 
veral returns frem baniſhment to Alexandria ; but 
molt of all in his Tomb , the minds and hearts of all 
good and learned men in the perpetuity of an ho- 
nourable Name , and not a little in this Encomium 
framed by ſo worthy a man as Gregory Naxz4- 
#32ZCP WAS, h 


Athanaſins was the firſt ſecond to the ApoFtes; 
a Pular to hold forth the MiStery of Godlineſſe 4- 
gainſt ſpiritual wickedueſſes in high places, meck. 
and gentle, ſeldome or never angry , and for that 
cauſe not unacceptable to his enemnes , yet of a brave 
ſpmit , eſpecially 1n danger ; free from ambition , yet 
of excellext parts, both for learmng and. prudence; 
compaſſionate , yet not paſſionate ; conſtant to his 
principles, yet of a reconculing ſpurit ; wiſe ts obſerve 
occaſions 5 and read ,y bo prove thews ; vrgulant T 


his placs at Alexandria , axd ot zale , no not in the 
wulderneſſe;his Doftrine accepted of by the Churches, 
and his Confeſſion of the Fanh a Rale of theirs even 
till this day ; His Perſonage was comely , his 
Countenance Angelical ; his Geſture aff able and 
courteous, yet grave : He was attive like a Biſhop, 
holy as « Mae , yet not auſtere, His ſpeech was 
proper, ſhort and acute , bis d:lrvery pleaſing. His 


- praiſes were eſteemed , becauſe adviſed ; his reproofs 


regarded, becauſe without Gall , And it was part 


of his happineſſe , that he wasat his entry the onely 
Great 
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Great Champion of the-Truth; but at his departure, 
that he left divers , viz. Gregory Nazianzen, Ba- 
fil, Gregory Niſſeu, eAmbroſe, Epiphamus, Hil- 
lary, and Cyril were in his time, and Auguſtia 
not far behind, Two of theſe, viz, Nazianzen and 
Baſil, were not onely beholders of his light, but ad- 


mirers, So as though the fourth Century grew 


dark with errours, yer it had many brave Stars , 
whoſe light remaineth ſtill Orient , notwithſand- 
ing the brightneſle of this day that we all pretend 
unto. 


eAthanaſins now dead , Arilaniſme now lords it 
alone at Alexandria ; and perſecution breaks 1n 
like a Torrent , no man can and before it ; the 
Churches in the City amd- Countrey are ſwallowed 
up ; the floud tops not there , but breaks even as 
.- It were out of the World into the Wildernefle 
amongſt the Monks , where finding a ſhere beyond 
which it cannot go, it-rages moſt of all, and ſo 
continued , till the Goths paid the debt of the peo- 
ple of God, by the death of the Emperour Va- 
{ens , ſomewhat like that of 7zl:an , ſaving that 
after his wounds received in the battel ; with much 
ado he gainedinto a Town for ſuccour , and there 
together with the Town was by the purſuing Goths 
burnt alive. i 
Thus the Goths gave a deadly wound to the Ari- 
an intereſt in the Eaſtern Empire, For Gratas 
ſucceeded Yalentinian in the Weſt, and being Juſt 
and Orthodox , advanced and ettabliſhed brave 
T heodoſias 1n the Eaft , who was no lefle Octho- 
dox and Juſt then himſelf ; and from whom the 
Succeſſion 
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The Life of Athanaſius, 
Succeffion in the Eaſt was continued for the ſpace 
of one hundred and twenty years, tm a continnal 
race of Emperours, whereof not ane would pro- 
te the Arians , andſome of them utterly rejeted 
them , even until the time of the Empefour «1na- 
$atins, But the Goths in ſome meaſure gave A- 
rianiſme a ſalye ; for as they had gained in Yalens 
his time the Arian Doarine, or rather were gained 
by it ; ſo now the Hunnes having invaded the 
Goths , and turned them out of doors, Arianiſme 


«(being now diſcountenanced by the Eaſtern Empe- 


rours) like a Renegado ſhrowding it ſelf under the 
Gothaick Wings , thiftzd from place to place with 
them , caſtins their ſpawn as they went in all 
Countries even to Spain , Italy, and Rome it ſelf. 
And after them the Vandals following in their Voy« 
age into Affrich, meet with theſe wandring opinions 
by the way , and carry them along with them , as 
the Dannites did their Religton from the houſe of 
Mica ; and thus for the- ſpace of eighty years both 
Goths and Vandals, like Souldiers of the Devils 
Brigade, havock and ſpoil not onely the dwellings 
and eſtates, but even the conſciences and ſouls of 
the famous Weſt and Aﬀrican Churches , with all 
manner of Tyranny ; in the heat whereof the Ea- 
ſtern Churches alſo after a long time of feſt meet 
nov with as ill meaſure under An4ſtatins an Euty= 
chian Etmperour , during the Continnance of his 
Raign: | 

A ſad age this was now grown ; being nigh the 
expiring of the fourth Century, wherein the Church 
of God finds no refuge from the rage of perſecuti- 


on , no not inthe Wilderneſſe, nor in any Nation 
under 


. 
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under Heaven. For the Kings of [raly, Spain, and 
France, are Arians , and the Aﬀeican Kings like- 
wiſe, The Franks, Brittiſh, and German Kings are 
Pagans, and the people generally,although God had 
his Church amobeſt them, The Eaſtern Churches 
are all under an Apoſtate Emperour, who Commuons- 

ly are worſe for their Apeſtacy , then thoſe that 

never owned the truth. And yet God found out 

ſuch hiding places , that his Church was not de- 

liroyed nor diminiſhed thereby , but rather increa- 

ſed ; for within twehty years we find mention of 

fix Councils at Rome, and five Councils more in 0=- Bin. Conc; 

ther places of the Weft ; and in the Eaſt eAnaFa- | 

tins the Apoſtate Emperour dying , the Govern- 

ment falls to J»ſt:nns , under whom the Churches 

recovered their former liberty as long as the Em- 

pre it ſelf laſted, And Ju/t:man his Succeſſor, by 

is Captains Bell:ſaris and Narſes both freed Af- Evag.Hift. 

frick, from the Vandals, and [raly from the Goths # 4- £4p- 

and ſet the Orthodox Churches at liberty. After *#: 2923s 

which the Eaſtern Empire coming to Phoeas, he 

advanced the Roman See above all the Churches, 

and the influence of that See for the ſpace of a hun- 

dred years following blaſted the Artans ; till the 

Francks gaining the Imperial power in the Weſt 

under the Line of Charlemaine , and after them 

the Saxon and German Emperours, to vhom the 

Weſtern Empire devolved from the Francks ; all 

of them as Sons of the Church of Rome , joyned 

their Civil Power with his Ecelefizftical Power, 

in ſuppreſſing the Arians in all places, So as from 
| the time of J=#:uan the Emperour , the Ariat 

ifitereſt 1s ſcarce mentioned in Story, One _ 
cauſe 
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_ the Civil Power, F. as 

Sect, 6, Alﬀecond cauſe hereof, and yet the-more princi- 
pal , was the preaching of the Goſpel, For al- 

though that was 1n no great favour generally with 

the Civil Power , yet «the bare tolleration of the 

ſame permitted it to work out 1ts own way ; and 

as the Emiperour Valeu had propagated Arianiſme 

amongſt the Goths on the one ſide, ſo on the 0- 

ther after he was dead , the Eaſtern Churches by 

Theod, the advice of Chryjoftome from the Eaſt , and 
(79.5.c.31. the Brittiſh and other Churches from the Weſt 
(after the tide of the Goths was paſt) ſent prea- 

chers of the Orthodox Doctrine amonelt thoſe 


Netthern and Eaſtern Nations , by means whereof 


the Goſpel ccming amongſt others to the Burgun- 

dians , then opprefled by the Hunnes, they re- 

Nauc!-r, Ceivedit, and by marriage of one of their Ladies 
Hit." 2, to Clodoveus , one of the Line of the Franks 1t 
©3. 17. Came to Charlemain ; and thus the conquered con- 
quering the Conquerour , even the Arian Kings 
themſelves convinced by the Goſpel, proved real 

friends to the Orthodox Churches , and others 

not convinced , yet for .their own peace ſake, 

are contented to connive at the hberty of the 

ſame. Re je0 Me 

S&.7, , A third cauſe of the ſubyerfion of the Arian 
Scz.tib.,, Schifme was their own diviſions. For beſides the 
cop, 20. ſeveral Sets thereof inthe life timz of Athanaſ;- 
#5 , Eunonnus one of higheſt efteem amonelt them, 

dying ſoon after , his diſciples are divided in their 

Soc. lib.g, opinions ; ſome affirming with. Exmmomiu, That 
cap.22,23 the Sou of God 15 nulike the Father , and ottiers 
_ © reaching 


/ Cauſe- whereof was the want of countenance from 


bo 
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reaching a firain beyond that , affirm , 7 hat God 4 
5 not alwayes like Himſelf; and hereupon one & 


Schiſme more ariſes. Another Schiſme after this 

appeared upon lighter grounds ; for one of the 

Members of their Church being eſteemed to have ; 
more excellent parts then the Eunomian Biſhop gz. /;h..; 
had , the Biſhop ( fearing his light would be cap. 17. 
darkened ) takes occaſion, of diſpleaſure at him, 

and excommunicated him ; the excommunicate 
member hereupon gains a Set , and 'maintains 
another Schiſme. A third Schiſme further grows 

up upon another difference in opinion ; for ſome 

of them teach , That God was not to be called 
Father , before Chrift was born ; theſe are alſo ex- 
communicated by others , and gather into ano- 

ther Congregatiapy And thus Sects multiply and 
maintain ie with that aſperity that they ] 
ſpare not one another ſo far as their. power can 

extend : Separation upon unwarranable grounds, 

can breed naught elſe but Schiſme , and he thas 

ſeeketh comfort therein , will be decerved there- 


Laſtly,Arianiſme received no ſmall blow from o- Se, $, 
ther Herefies that would not conſiſt with it, and 
all of them gathering Churches out of the Arian 
Churches; as they had formerly robbed the Or- 
thodox Churches , to make up their own : Such 
were the Pricillianiſts, Pelagians , Neftorians , Eu- 
tychians beſides other petit Sets bred up unde: 
them, And laſt, of all , and above all the reſt , 
came two grand S2&s , the one in the Eaſt andthe 
other in the Weſt ; and theſe two devoured all the 
reſt, That in the Weſt waz the Papal power in 
Q tne 
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a kind of cheat , about the beginning of the Sixt 


obtained of the Emperour of the Eaſt to be the 


in defence of the God-Head of the Son of God, 
they cunningly ſhip themſelves into co-partner- 
ſhip with the Son of God mn all his Offices, 
and were countenanced by the Imperial Power, 
till they had ſubdued both Emperour and all un- 
der themſelves, The other Sec arofe in the Ea- 
ern Churches, about twenty years after the former, 
in the Raign of Heraclizs , who ſucceeded Phocas, 


Tom. 3.1 gnely the ſeven famous Churches of Aſia, bur all 0- 
Vt. HEIAc. ther Chuches both of Afaand Afﬀrica,bringing with 
them a rabble of doctrines gathered out of all religi- 

ons, all of them patronized by Mahomer , and pur- 

poſely contrivea by the Devil , not onely againſt 

the Natures and Offices of Chriſt, but againſt the 

Trinity. Theſe firſt made way into the Em- 

Naucler. } ire by the Sarazens Sword , and held the power 
V4.2 G2. there by the ſpace of hix or ſeven hundred years. 
22:® 34 And after them they obtained the power of the 
Turkiſh Sword , which conquered not onely what 

the Sarazens had in eAſia and eAfrica , but gain- 

ed alſo a great part of Exrope, and ſwallowing up 

the Chriſtian Churches 1n thoſe places, left ſcarce- 

[y the Name of Chriftianity remaining ; ſaving a- 

bout etoht or nine peor Sets of Chriſtians, who 

live in miſerable ſlayery under them, end _ 

the 


the Roman See, which came precariouſly ," and by | 
Century , at which time the Roman Biſhop had } 
Plar, Vit. Univerial Biſhop, and thereby gained a nigh ſeat | 


Fonifac, 3, in the conſciences of men , and whiles they are | 
highly eſteemed for taeir ſervice againſt Arizs, | 


Zonar. butthis comes in with a force;and ſialloived up not. 


{ 
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| the once famons Eatery Charches have made a 
| ſad and laneentable Account of their Progreſſe from 
1 Unity to Separation , from thence to Schiſme, 
© | fots Emmity , thence ta Perſecution , and laſtly to 
Heatheniſme. And the Chriſtian. Magiſtrate ina 
reſtleſſe Tolleration, from an Imperial Power to 4 
miſerable ſervitude. 


I 
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- | Perduxit miſcros ! Enqueis conſevimus agros! 
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5. {ec. 6, c,10.\.1. 
Alexander Br!fhop of Alexandria, 
bis Death, c. 3. {. 5. &c. 
Alexander Biſhop of Conſtanti- 
nop!e, his power againſt Ariusz 
c. 8. {f. 3. His death, c, 16... 
Ambroſe Biſhop of Millainz c, 25. 
Pf 
AnthropomoſÞhires, C. 25. \. 2, 


- Axius bzs Original , azd bis defe- 


&10n, c. 2.1. 1. &c, He gathers 
Congregations, \. 7, His errours 
at the Nicexe Council, c, 3.0, 2. 
Hes baniſhment,e.g, { g His re- 
tura upon ſuomiſſion, . 10, He 
zs admittcd iato Conſtantines 
peſ nie; ce 7.1.3. and by him 

- referred to the Council at T yrus, 
end 1s acquitted, f, 4 5. He 
comes to Alexandria, c. 8. \, 2. 
rs urged to a new ſubmiſſton,and 
aieth miſcrably, \. 3. 

Arians pretcad the Nicene Faith, 
C- 22. {. 5.C\3Þf 3. 

Araniſme ;x tbe change of one {ct- 


| 


Arſenius ſuppoſed murthered by | 


At 


baniſhed by bum , \. 6, 7. His 


ters © 2, . 1, the Original | 
thereof 4ſ, 2. the Yuin thereof, 
C. 26. þ F» &c. 


Arhanafius, c.6, 1. 6. 

hanaſius bis Original, c, 3. {.1) 
&e.. Biſhop of Alexandriaz c. 5. 
ſ.2. Articles againſt -him, {. 3. 
other articles,ſ. 5. Cc. 6,1. 243+ 
referred to the Council at 1y- 
rus f.4. 5,6. His appeal to 
Conſtantine, c. 7. ſ. 1. He 


return to Alexandria, c. 9-1. 6. 
He is again accuſed before the 
Council at Antiech), c. 11. {. 1. | 
is baniſhed the ſecond time , e- | 
ſcaprs to Romegand there makes |! 
bis Confeſſion of bis Faith, ſ. 2. | 
&c. He is acquitted , and re- | 
turns to Alexandria , and again 
in danger eſcapes to Rome c. 
12.7. 2. be appeals to;the Eme 
peronr Conſtans, \. 4. is acquit- 
ted at Sardica , and riturns 
homeward, c.14.1.3. he will not 
communicate with the Arians at 
Antirch, ib'd, be comes to Ale- 
xandria, C 15.1.1, Endeavors is 
to baniſh him again, but the peo- 
ple defend himy\. 4. Articles a« 
gain are againft bim, {, 5. He ee 
ſcapes mit.aculouſly; {. 7. bis A-" 


pologys 


The Table, 


pology, \. 10.. gets into a Cave, 
c.16.1. 3. from thence into the 
wilderncſſe, f. 4. he Makes a- 
reement between the Monks 
and Hermits, 5. Conſtanti- 
us will not be cppeaſed, \. 7, 
Athanaſius returns to Alexan- 
andria under Julian, c, 21. C. 
5. Julian ſecþs his death ; bis 
miraculous ſcape, ſ, $8. He rer 
turaeth to Alexand. ia uuder Jo- 
vinian, C 22.1,3, commends the 
Nicene Faith to Jovinian) {. 4. 
He 14 perſecuted by Valens, and 
eſcapes by favour of the people, 
Cc, 24 {.5. he retires bimſelf 
from danger. f.6. Hisl:ft return 
to Alexandria; bx death and 
Encominumyc. 0" 2Y I, 2: 3. 


: Aniſhment a penalty for 
 difob:ying Ord:rs of a 
General Copncil, C.q.1. 9. 


Baſil! the Great returns from ba= 
niſhBent in Julian's Raign, c. 
21, f. 4. a moderate man,ſ. 7. 
not eaſily induced to give credit 
tothe Semi= Arians pretenſions 
Cc. 23.1.5. his ſtout anſwer to 
Valens. E. 24: f. 3. 


Biſhops over many Congregations 


C. 1. {. 5,6. Biſhop of Alexan- 

dria his iatercſt, c. 2.1. 3. Bi- 

ſbops Provincial, c, 4 1.9, 8. 
C 


Alinicus a Meletian E:yp- 
| t2an Biſhop,c.s5. ſ. 4. 
Coluchus diſ-cpiſcopated, 


c. 2 1.8. His practice again(} 


Athanaſius, c, 6. (. 1. 


— 


Conſtantine b5s Letter to Alex- 
ander and Arius, c. 2. {. $. He 
calls the Council at N ce. 4. (. 
1. He baniſheth Arius, and be 
baniſheth Athanaſius, c. g. [. 7. 
will not recall his ſentence a= 
eainſt him, c. 8.{. 1, though be 
bad recalled Arius, C. 4-1, 10. 
and commanded the Biſhop of 
Conſtantinople to amt Arius 
into Communion, c. 8 f. 3. Con- 
ſtantines principles ob[cxred bis 
later end. c, 9.1. 13 2. 


Conſtantine, Conftans,and Con- 


Rantius, ſucceeded in the Em- 
Pire, c. 9.1.3, the bounds of 
their ſeveral Empires, 1. 4,5. 

Conſtantine the ſon releaſed A- 
thanaſfius from baniſhment, and 
ſent him to Alexandria, c 9 {. 6. 
Cenftartine the ſors death, c, 
I. 1 $. 

Conſtans a friend to Arhanafius, 
and wigeth Conſtanrius tn be- 
half of Arhanafius, c, 12.f. 4 
5. prevaileth to have a General 
Council 4t Sardica » and maine 
taineth their determinations,and 
aiiath, C. 14 Ex; 4. 

Conftanrius his firſt principles , c, 
g9.ſ, 5. heturneth Artan, C. 10« 
i, 1. 6awſh th AthanaſfiisC 1T« 

ſ. 3. favoureth the Arian Coutts 

cl at Philippopolis, c. 13.1. 2. 

grantcth liberty to Athanaſius 

toreturn to Alexandria , C' 14, 

ſ. 3. Contrary to lis Oath be peor- 

ſecuteth Athanaft (+, c. 15 1 7. 

by callin? -miny Counci's and 

perſecutionghe enacatonu'rs ts de- 


ſiroz 
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troy the Nicene Faith, 6.17,18, 
19» 20. His perſecutions mot 
violent towards bis end, c. 20, 1. 
8. and his faith changing often 
from ill to worſe, He gieth 
ſadly, {. 9. 
Confcflion of the Octhodox 
Faith at Nice, by Athanafius, 
C. 4. 1, 3, by the Council there, 
FL. 5. explained by the Council at 
Sardicazc. 23. {, 4. the Original 
Copy of the Nicene Faith loft , c, 
4.13. The Nicene Faith 5s 
commended by Athanaſius and 
the Council of Alexandria ts Jo- 
Yinian c. 22, 1. 4 
Confeſsion of Arius his Faith, <. 
4. {. 4. The Arian Faitb at An- 
tioch, Cc. 11. 1.4. enother by 
their Delegates, c, 12. f.1, ano= 
ther at Syrmium ,c. 18. f. x. a- 
nother at Seleucia, C, 19. \, 2. 
axotber at Conſtantinople , c. 
2O- | T. 
Confeſsions of the Arian Faith 
variable, C. 18% {, 2,5. C. 20, 


(. 2- 


Confeſsion of the Arian Faith at | 


Syrmium confeſſed to be made 
to deceive, Cc. 18. 1. 5. impoſed 
upon tbe Orthodox at Armimums 
but withſtood, c. 19, (. 233: 
Conſtantinople in a tumulty they 
$111 Hermogencs , C- 26. {.2, 
thy are a chech ta the Supre- 
mary of Rome, c, 10. [. 3. 
Council O-thodox at Alexandrias 
C. 2. {.:5, Ke. at Nice, C4 6 
5. # Anrioch 4/1214,C, 111.15 
$&:c. a: Rome Cithodor, C. 12: 


\. x. another at Sardica, c, 13, 
{. x. at Philippepolis Arian , 
{. 2. at Millain Orthodox,c, r7. 
ſ. r. at Syrmium Arjan , c.18. 
{. x. at Conſtantinople Arian, 
c. 20. 1.1, at Arminum Ortho- 
dox,c. 19 (.1, at Antioch 4ri- 


an,c.z0. {.5,6. At Alexandria | 


Orthodox and healing Counchl, 
Cc. 21, 1.6. another at Alexan- 
dria Orthodex, c.22.f.2. at Il- 


Lricum Orthodox, c. 23.1 4. at 


— 


Tyana, c. 23. {.s. 


SE. 
Arthquakes affli the Ex- | 
þ ſtern Empire, KLE © 


29.1. r. 

Eudoxius Biſhop of Antioch by in- 
aired means , C. 15.1. 6. after 
B'{ſhop of Conſtantinople , his 
blaſphemy, c. 20. [.3. 

Eunomius an Arian Biſhop baniſh- 
ed,c.20,{.1. vid. c.21.1, 2. 

Euſcbius Biſhop of Nicomedia, 
maintainer of Arius, C, 2. {.657. 
baniſhed, ce. 4. l. 9. returns into 
favour with Conſtantine, \. 11. 

bis death, c.10.{.z. ci. [. 4 

Euzoius a Deacon baniſhed , c. 4. 


\. 9, 
G 


Y Eorge of Capadocia , Bi- 
ſbap of Alexandriazc. 15. 
ſ. 1. flieth thence , ibid, 


relurneth by order of the Antio- 
91am Council,ſ.g. bis cruel per- 
ſecution of the Orthadox,c.1s. (. 
I, 2. his death, c.21.f. 3. 
Gregory Biſhop of Alexandria by 
the Artiocihtan Council, C. 11. 


ſ. 3. 


- x _ 
us rpms Ee pro 


E- 
f 
, 


| | . 


- al hs il _ IP 
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ſ. 3. is put out agaims ibid. zs 

tranſlated tos Antioch , and ;s 
put to may 25.1. I» 

Ereticks love diſputes on 

H ai ficult points , in tbe 

: preſence of the vulgar, 
C 2+ ©. 

Hillary Biſhop of PoiRiers, a flout 
maintainer of the Orthodox , is 
baniſhed, aud again reſtored by 
Conſtantius, c. 20.1. $, 

Hoſsivs B_ſhop of Corduba) Preſ;- 
dent at the Council at Alexan- 
dria, C, 2, {.8. and at the Coun- 
cil at Sardicazc.13. f.2, bis Let= 


tcr of advice to Conſtanrius, c. 


17.1.1. # baniſhed, \, 2. is en 
ſnared, and dietb pemtent, c.28, 
FH 
I; 
Ohn Biſhop of Lice, zn the 
room of Meletus, c. 5. f. 4. 
Y J»vinian Emperour, c. 22. {. 
t. calls bume the baniſhed 
Chrifftians, {.2. bis debate with 
the Avians conctruing Athanafi- 
us, f. 3. ſendeth to him concern- 
ing the Nicene Faith, \, 4, s for 
waity and peace, fl. 5. reforns 
the army and dieth, \, 6. 
Iſchyras diſ-piecbzte-iſed, c. 2.1, 
$. renucd Presbyter , c. 5.1.4. 
flies to Euſebius, c.6.. 1, 
Julian Emperour , hbzs qualities , 
c.21. 1.1. a preacher and Monb, 
ſ. 112, turns Gentile and perſe- 
eufors f. J> 4+ purgeth his army, 
ſ. 9, ſorbrds learmr? to the 
leſtians thildren,ſ.10. and al- 


M 


ba. ated "OI a 


ſo maintenance to the Miniſtvyy 
His vwretched end, \. 11. 
I. 


Iberius Biſhop of Romeg 
his Conf erence with Con- 


ſtantiugzc. 17, {.3, is ba= 
niſhed, ſ. 4» 45 enſnared b C, I8, 
{\. 4. is afterward penitent 1 ibid. 

Leonas 4 ſonldier Preſpdent at the 
Seleucian Council, and ouer-run 
leth it, C, I9. { 6. 

Leontius Biſhop of Antioch ia tbe 
room of Steven. 14. 1. 2. 16t- 
lerateth mixt Congregations of 
Orthodox and Arians, {. 3. per- 
{wadeth Urſatius avd Valens ts 
renounce their retraftations, C. 
Is. {. 3. i bauiſhtd and diteth, 
ſ, 6. 

M. 

Acedonius Biſhop of 
Conſtantinople, c, 10. 
ſ. 3. 5s depoſed and 

reſtored again,ib'd. juyneth with 

. the Scmi- Arzans at Seleucia z C. 

19. {. 6, baniſhed from Cone 
ſtantinop!e, c, 20,f. 3. becoms 
eth head of the Macedonian 

 Hereſee, f, 9. 


Magnenrtius flaies Cenſtans, and 


zs flain, c.15.f. 2: 

Meletus Biſhop of Lice, c. 3. \. 4. 
maketh a ſchiſme, 1. 5. be us dc= 
poſed, C. 4. |. x. and ditth in 
{chi ſme, 4 ſ. 4+ 

Meletians in Egypr, joyn with 
the Artans,C. 5.1. 4. call thrm- 
ſtives the Church of Martyrs, c. 
3. !. 5. They turn Arians , c, 
e, [ 6. 

M:letus, 


—  — — 


Meletus Biſhip of Antioch declare 
againſt the Arians , is depoſed, 


makes a ſchiſme among} the A- 


YLANs), C. 20. { c, ; 
Mefſalians, c. z5.C. 2, 
Monks ther Original and Profeſſ- 


07» C. 16.1. 4. they conceal A- 


thanaſius, 1.6. 
N. 4 71/M 
On-Refidents will 1147n- 


tata that Di1ffrine that 
is moſt i in [. aſhion, Cc. 
LS, 


Novatians defend themſelves by 
force, and have the V\ Aory a- 
gainſt the Ariaas , c. 20. 1. 3 
zncline to the Orthodox, \. 4. 

B- | 
Ahnufius defends Arha- 
naſius, c. 6. 7, 

. Paulus B:ſhop of Conſtan- 
tinople drp3ſed by Conftantius, 
ner, C. 10.1. 852. C. 

5 i. 5. 

"$6 Biſhop of Alexandria Mur- 
_Fyr,cC, 2. | 4. 

Phorinus bis hereſpe, c. 17.1. 4. is 
baniſhed, CIS {. 3 

Poramon his defies of Athana- 
fu, c.6. 1.7. 

Presbyter not named , a great 2n- 
ftrument for the Artans , vy bis 
favour with the Einperours, 6.7. 
ſ. 2 | 

F Kt 

ligion In danger under 
"many-beaded Gouerpe 
ments, C. 12, 3. 

Retratations and engagements 

impoſed , breabs all bogas , but 

_ mab's none, Cc 41. 12: 
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The End of the T able. 


S. 

Chime the Original, c. 1. F\, 

3, it may be b'pt dow, 

but aot rooted up \. 8, 

eaſily ſuppriſſcd by. a reſolved 
outroaout,c, 22.1, 5 

Schiſme bitween the Atrians and 

Sem: Aitans', c. 19. f, 4. they 
baniſh one another, L, 6. 

dieven B: ſhop of Antioch arpoſtd, 


CT 14-1. 24 
TL 
Hecognis Biſhop of Nic ba- 
8. (h- a, C. 4. E (i G. 
Teache.s naught , Cc, 21, 
L'2. 
T iſueis, a M unt ain of communion, 
© Id MY 
Tolleraciens fatal, C14) (. 5. 
V. 


Altens and Urſatius B;- 
| (hops, en:mics to Atha- 
n2fius, make ther ſubs 


miſsion , C. 14, (. 4. after that 
thiy renounce what they bis 
| dons, CT x ſ T 

Valentinian. his cducation , 1s 
made Emperouty C, 23.1. 1. His 
Arian Wife interrupted his pro- 
ceedings ; nevertheliſſe be is 
Fopfiane to the Nycene Faith, 

ket. 

Valen! «(].ciated in the Empire 
with Valentinian y Fs 
ples good at the fit, but turneth 
Arian and violent perſicutor, 
6.24 {'r. bis bloody progreſs to 
Antioch), [. 2, 3, 4- .78 «fraid of 
an unknown Succeſſor , axd his 
cruelty thereupon , C. 26 |. t. 
by death, \\'a 
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